Many shoppers experience
sticker shock on new cars

Average selling price tops $50,000 for first time,
says Kelley Blue Book. Here’s why. In Money

‘Total’
ruin is
feared in
Jamaica

Hurricane Melissa brings
dangerous winds, rain

Dinah Voyles Pulver, Thao Nguyen
and Jeanine Santucci
USA TODAY

Catastrophic Hurricane Melissa
made landfall along the southwestern
coast of Jamaica on Oct. 28 with dan-
gerous wind speeds of 185 mph and
life-threatening storm surge, prepar-
ing to leave a wake of destruction
across the island before turning its
ferocity on southeastern Cuba.

The storm, now the strongest trop-
ical cyclone of 2025 globally, killed at
least seven people before it even hit.
Its landfall is one of the most powerful
in Atlantic Basin recorded history, the
National Hurricane Center said.

It’s the third Category 5 hurricane of
the Atlantic season - the highest cate-
gory possible on the Saffir-Simpson
Hurricane Wind Scale.

At 10 a.m. Eastern, the National
Hurricane Center issued a dire warn-
ing: “LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT

See MELISSA, Page 2A

Port Royal in Kingston, Jamaica,
was already flooding Oct. 27 as
Hurricane Melissa approached.
RICARDO MAKYN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Town’s Catholic
statues mark

another fight of
religious liberty

BrieAnna J. Frank and Peter Blandino
USA TODAY NETWORK

A showdown over Catholic statues
on a public building in a Massachu-
setts city represents yet another fight
in a national conversation about the
separation of church and state.

Quincy Mayor Thomas Koch com-
missioned statues of St. Michael and
St. Florian, the patron saints of police
and firefighters, to adorn its new police
headquarters. But more than a dozen
residents are suing Koch, alleging that
the city is violating religious neutrality
as outlined in the state constitution.

A judge granted a preliminary in-
junction in mid-October, barring the
statues from being installed as litiga-
tion continues.

Koch told The Patriot Ledger, part of
the USA TODAY Network, that the city

See STATUES, Page 2A
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Allison
Williams
skips horror
for romance

College football Week 10:
6 teams remain unbeaten

After weekend free of upsets, a look at who has
best chance to reach playoff. In Sports

“Regretting You” star
says she didn’t see
herself as a romantic
lead but is happy to
make something that is
“not too scary.” In Life

FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Trump crackdown
drawing backlash

']

Federal agents clash with protesters at the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement building on Oct. 12, in Portland,
Oregon. MATHIEU LEWIS-ROLLAND/GETTY IMAGES

President says he’s ridding crime, others see power grab

Christopher Cann, Michael Loria,
Jack Armstrong, Suzette
Hackney and Terry Collins

USA TODAY NETWORK

In Chicago, federal agents rap-
pelled from Black Hawk helicopters
onto an apartment building. In Port-
land, Oregon, masked officers
clashed with protesters wearing in-
flatable animal costumes. In the na-
tion’s capital, police set up check-
points and troops patrolled the
streets.

Since early June, President Don-
ald Trump has surged federal re-
sources into a growing number of
Democratic-led cities as part of a
widening crackdown on illegal immi-
gration and violent crime.

The deployments have sparked in-
tense backlash, a dizzying number of
legal battles and upended daily life in
communities flooded with federal
agents and National Guard troops.

The Trump administration says
the added resources are needed to
service the president’s mass depor-
tation campaign and clamp down on

President Donald Trump
deployed National Guard
troops to Washington,
DC, in August.

AL DRAGO/REUTERS

“A lot more people are either

staying closer to home or not

coming out at all.”

Lupe Lopez
East San Jose, California

See CRACKDOWN, Page 4A

A partner’s death spurs change for bridg

2022. . _ _ 2

She stood on the nearby Duke Elling- § - £ L
ton Memorial Bridge, peering through
an 8-foot-high light green wrought iron

2 spans show difference
suicide barriers can make

Laura Trujillo
USA TODAY

He had left their Washington, DC,
apartment to take out the trash, she
thought.

Then he sent her a text message
that scared her.

Chelsea Van Thof called the police, a
friend, and then set out to find him on
that warm Wednesday night in April

fence.

She felt her breathing slow. She saw
police lights in the distance of a nearby
bridge - that’s when she knew.

Peter Tripp died by suicide after
jumping from the William Howard Taft
Bridge. He was 209.

Almost immediately Van Thof be-
came obsessed by the fact that the two

See BRIDGES, Page 6A

Chelsea Van Thof has advocated for
a barrier on Washington’s Taft Bridge
after boyfriend Peter Tripp’s suicide
in 2022, PROVIDED BY CHELSEA VAN THOF
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Texas AG sues makers
of drug Tylenol over
alleged link to autism

N’dea Yancey-Bragg and Ken Alltucker
USA TODAY

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton
announced he is suing the makers of
Tylenol, claiming the companies failed
to warn consumers about the risks of
taking the drug while pregnant.

Paxton filed suit against pharmaceu-
tical giant Johnson & Johnson and its
spin-off company Kenvue, claiming the
companies “willfully ignored and at-
tempted to silence the science” con-
necting Tylenol to autism and attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder, violating
the state’s consumer protection laws.

The suit also claims Johnson & John-
son broke the law by transferring liabil-
ity to Kenvue, which spun offin 2023, to
shield their assets against lawsuits.

“These corporations lied for decades,
knowingly endangering millions to line
their pockets,” Paxton said in a state-
ment Oct. 28. “Additionally, seeing that
the day of reckoning was coming, John-
son & Johnson attempted to escape
responsibility by illegally offloading
their liability onto a different company.”

The suit comes just over a month af-
ter President Donald Trump and his top
health officials urged pregnant women
to stop taking Tylenol as he promoted
an unproven link between the painkiller
and a rise in autism among children.

Experts say multiple factors, includ-
ing genetics, contribute to autism. Sev-
eral medical organizations have pushed
back on the Tylenol autism claim.

“Unfortunately, governmental offi-
cials have been touting the few observa-
tional studies that do suggest a poten-
tial link between prenatal acetamino-
phen use and autism ... As health care
professionals, it’s critical for us to em-
phasize to patients the limitations in
these studies and to highlight that no
causal relationship has been estab-
lished,” American College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists President
Steven Fleischman wrote in a MedPage
Today perspective published Oct. 25.

Acetaminophen, the generic form of
Tylenol, “is the safest pain reliever op-
tion for pregnant women as needed
throughout their entire pregnancy,”’
Kenvue said in a statement to USA
TODAY. The company said it is “deeply
concerned by the perpetuation of mis-
information” about the drug’s safety.

“We will defend ourselves against
these baseless claims and respond per
the legal process,” the company’s state-
ment said. “We stand firmly with the
global medical community that ac-
knowledges the safety of acetamino-
phen and believe we will continue to be
successful in litigation as these claims
lack legal merit and scientific support.”

Johnson & Johnson said in a state-
ment that the company “divested its
consumer health business years ago,
and all rights and liabilities associated
with the sale of its over-the-counter
products, including Tylenol (acetami-
nophen), are owned by Kenvue.”

At a news conference Sept. 22 along-

side Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Trump
linked Tylenol to an increased risk of
autism and urged expecting mothers
to “fight like hell not to take it.”

More than two dozen studies have
linked a pregnant person’s frequent
use of acetaminophen to autism and
attention-deficit hyperactivity disor-
der in their child, including a report
published in August in BMC Environ-
mental Health.

But several studies have found
competing evidence. That includes a
2024 study in Sweden of about 2 mil-
lion children, more than 180,000 of
whom were exposed to acetamino-
phen during pregnancy, which found
no associations between the pain
medication and children’s risk of au-
tism, ADHD or intellectual disability.

The Society for Maternal-Fetal
Medicine and the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists have
endorsed the use of acetaminophen
during pregnancy.

Fleischman said a Tylenol label
change “highlighting the unfounded
risk will only add to the growing fear
and confusion” about the over-the-
counter medication’s use during preg-
nancy. Fleischman wrote patients are
“hearing the misleading warnings
from the government” and fear they
could be doing something wrong by
taking Tylenol during pregnancy.

“That couldn’t be further from the
truth,” Fleischman wrote. “In fact, by
avoiding  acetaminophen during
pregnancy, they may unintentionally
expose their fetus to the very harms
they seek to prevent.”

FDA Commissioner Marty Makary
said in a letter to doctors nationwide
that “while an association between
acetaminophen and autism has been
described in many studies, a causal re-
lationship has not been established
and there are contrary studies in the
scientificliterature.” Still, the Food and
Drug Administration announced it has
initiated steps to change the label for
acetaminophen “to reflect evidence
suggesting that the use of acetamino-
phen by pregnant women may be as-
sociated with an increased risk” of au-
tism and ADHD in children. A citizen
petition has also been filed requesting
a warning be added to the label, which
Kenvue has urged the FDA to reject.

The Texas suit claims the compa-
nies “had the authority and the duty”
to update their own labels but have
taken no steps to do so. If they had, the
suit claims, pregnant Texans would
have reduced or eliminated acetami-
nophen consumption.

“Defying the recommendations of
our Nation’s public-health officials,
Defendants practically encourage
women to disregard the warnings of
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services and the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs,” the lawsuit says.

Contributing: Adrianna Rodriguez,
USA TODAY; Reuters

Melissa

Continued from Page 1A

YOUR LIFE.

Melissa powered up over the warm
waters in the Caribbean last week, its
winds increasing by 65 mph in one 15-
hour period. It is now tied “with the
heavy hitters” in hurricane history for
second strongest winds on record, Phil
Klotzbach, a senior hurricane research
scientist at Colorado State University,
told USA TODAY.

“Total structural failure is likely,”
the National Hurricane Center
warned, especially at higher eleva-
tions and on the windward sides of
hills and mountains, where winds
“could be up to 30% stronger” — poten-
tially well over 230 mph.

“Get to the sturdiest building that
you can find,” urged Michael Brennan,
the hurricane center’s director.

“Catastrophic” winds, flash flood-
ing and storm surge were hitting the is-
land, the center said. Downpours that
could produce 15 to 30 inches of rain,
with as much as 40 inches of rain
possible in isolated locations, are ex-
pected to contribute to deadly land-
slides in the island’s mountainous ter-
rain, the National Hurricane Center
said. Torrential rains had already been
soaking Jamaica for days.

Melissa also was forecast to bring
up to a 13-foot storm surge, topped by
large battering waves, on the south
coast of Jamaica, and a surge almost
as high where it’s forecast to strike the
southeastern coast of Cuba, the hurri-
cane center said.

Jamaican Prime Minister Andrew
Holness warned of damage to farm-
lands, homes and infrastructure.

“There is no infrastructure in the re-
gion that can withstand a Category 5,”
Holness said.

“It's a catastrophic situation ex-
pected in Jamaica,” World Meteoro-
logical Organization tropical cyclone
specialist Anne-Claire Fontan said at a
news briefing in Switzerland. “For Ja-
maica, it will be the storm of the centu-
ry for sure.”

Turbulence forced one reconnais-
sance flight with the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration and
another with the U.S. Air Force Re-
serve to turn back, according to the
hurricane center and the 53rd Weather
Reconnaissance Squadron.

Melissa registered on another index
of strength as well: barometric pres-
sure, a measure of the air pressure in
Earth’s atmosphere. The lower the
pressure, the more powerful the hurri-
cane, Klotzbach, the hurricane re-
searcher, said in a post on X.

According to the hurricane center,
Melissa’s pressure plummeted to 892
millibars the morning of Oct. 28,
putting it third on Klotzbach’s list of
hurricanes with the lowest recorded
pressures.

At least three people died in Jamai-
ca as they were preparing for the
storm, said Christopher Tufton, the
country’s minister of health and
wellness. The deaths happened while
trees were being cut down.

Another 13 people were injured,
according to Tufton, most of them af-
ter falling from ladders or roofs while

trying to prepare for the storm.

At least four deaths also had been
reported in Haiti and the Dominican Re-
public, according to Reuters.

Authorities across the Caribbean or-
dered evacuations.

In Haiti, more than 3,650 people in
the southern parts of the country had
moved into temporary shelters as of
Oct. 27, authorities said. Flights to and
from the southern peninsula were sus-
pended, and sailing was banned.

In Cuba, authorities said they had
evacuated more than 500,000 people in
coastal and mountainous areas vulner-
able to heavy winds and flooding and
canceled schools and transport across
the eastern part of the island.

Still, for some, departure was not
possible. Damian Anderson, a teacher
from a town in Jamaica’s Blue Moun-
tains, said Oct. 27 that impassable roads
had already cut off his community.

“We can’t move,” said Anderson, 47.
“We’'re scared. We've never seen a
multiday event like this before.”

For the United States, Melissa could
briefly bring a swell and rough seas to
the East Coast after it passes the Baha-
mas later in the week, but because of the
angle and speed at which it’s moving off
into the Atlantic, David Roth, a meteo-
rologist with the National Weather
Service’s Weather Prediction Center,
said any coastal effects should be
short-lived.

“We can’t move. We're scared.
We’ve never seen a multiday
event like this before.”

Damian Anderson
Cut off by impassable roads
in Jamaica’s Blue Mountains

A series of weather systems has con-
tributed to heavy rain and dangerous
surf across parts of the Southeast, es-
pecially in Florida, but the systems also
are part of a weather pattern that is
expected to help spare the mainland
United States.

The only Atlantic system to make
landfall in the mainland United States
this year is Tropical Storm Chantal,
which moved over the South Carolina
coast and through North Carolina on
July 6.

A forecast for several feet of rain is
rare, but not unheard of, during fall
storms in Jamaica.

In 2010, Hurricane Nicole dropped
37.42 inches of rain at Belleisle, Jamai-
ca, over five days, the National Hurri-
cane Center reported. More than 13 peo-
ple died in that storm; damage to the
country’s infrastructure was reported at
roughly $235 million.

Rainfall totals from slow-moving
Hurricane Michelle over 10 days in
November 2001 reached as high as
37.44 inches at Comfort Castle, Ja-
maica, according to the hurricane
center.

Looking further back, Hurricane
Flora dropped 60 inches of rain in 1963
in Silver Hill, Jamaica, according to a
historical report by Roth, the NOAA
meteorologist. And historical records
show 135 inches of rain at Silver Hill
over eight days from Nov. 4 to Nov. 11,
1909.

Contributing: Doyle Rice and Chris-
topher Cann, USA TODAY; Reuters

Statues

Continued from Page 1A

would be appealing the ruling.

“We chose the statues of Michael and
Florian to honor Quincy’s first respond-
ers, not to promote any religion,” Koch
said. “These figures are recognized
symbols of courage and sacrifice in po-
lice and fire communities across the
world.”

The Becket Fund, an organization
that says it defends “religious liberty as
a universal right,” is representing the
city in the case. The organization won a
case representing Hobby Lobby in a
landmark U.S. Supreme Court case,
granting private employers the right to
deny contraception coverage to employ-
ees because of their religious beliefs.

The Massachusetts litigation coin-
cides with lawsuits over several states’
efforts to display the Ten Command-
ments in public school classrooms. All
of it comes at a time when the Trump

administration is working to put its own
stamp on what religious liberty means
under the First Amendment.

President Donald Trump has vowed
to bring religion back to the country, and
members of his Religious Liberty Com-
mission have said the First Amend-
ment’s Establishment Clause doesn’t
prevent the government from promot-
ing religion and that it can and should
do so.

The commission has been criticized
by some who argue its purpose is pro-
moting conservative Christian views
and not striving for religious liberty for
all faith groups.

Fights over religious symbols on
public property aren’t new, though. The
U.S. Supreme Court allowed a massive
Latin cross, referred to as the Bladens-
burg Cross, to remain on government
property in Maryland in a 7-2 ruling in
2019. It was erected as a World War I
memorial nearly a century before, and
the court said the symbol of the Chris-
tian cross “took on an added secular
meaning” when used in such ways.

e |

The city of Quincy, Massachusetts,
wants to install these two saint
statues on the front of the new
public safety building. PROVIDED BY
OFFICE OF QUINCY MAYOR TOM KOCH

“The cross is undoubtedly a Chris-
tian symbol, but that fact should not
blind us to everything else that the Bla-
densburg Cross has come to represent,”

Justice Samuel Alito wrote in the major-
ity opinion.

The court noted, however, that keep-
ing existing religious symbols is “quite
different from erecting or adopting new
ones.”

Decades prior, the Supreme Court
ruled in 1984 that a Rhode Island city
had not violated the Establishment
Clause by having a nativity scene as
part of its Christmas display. The court
said any perceived promotion of Chris-
tianity through the display was “indi-
rect, remote and incidental” and that it
was “no more an advancement or en-
dorsement of religion” than the govern-
ment recognizing the origins of Christ-
mas or patronizing museums with reli-
gious paintings.

BrieAnna Frank reports for USA
TODAY, and Peter Blandino reports for
The Patriot Ledger.

USA TODAY’s coverage of First
Amendment issues is funded through a
collaboration between the Freedom Fo-
rum and Journalism Funding Partners.
Funders do not provide editorial input.
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Kirk suspect can wear street clothes in court

His lawyers see move as
maintaining innocence

N’dea Yancey-Bragg
USA TODAY

A Utah judge has decided that the
man accused of killing conservative ac-
tivist Charlie Kirk can wear civilian
clothes but must be restrained in court.

Kirk, 31, an influential ally of Presi-
dent Donald Trump and cofounder of
Turning Point USA, was gunned down
Sept. 10 while speaking to students at
Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah.
Tyler Robinson, 22, was charged with
aggravated murder and other felonies in
September after turning himself in to
authorities. Prosecutors are seeking the
death penalty.

Robinson’s attorneys asked the court
to allow him to appear in civilian clothes

without restraints “to maintain the pre-
sumption of innocence” and protect his
right to a fair trial. The defense noted
there was precedent for granting such a
request, citing a similar temporary mo-
tion granted in the trial of Bryan Koh-
berger, who was sentenced to life in
prison in July for the murders of four
University of Idaho students in 2022.
Prosecutors opposed that request in
a court filing that has not been made
public because it contains information
regarding security measures in the
high-profile case, according to Christo-
pher Ballard, a spokesperson for the
Utah County Attorney’s Office. A
closed-door hearing was held Oct. 24.
Judge Tony Graf ruled in a brief hear-
ing Oct. 27 that Robinson “shall be
dressed as one who is presumed inno-
cent” during all pretrial hearings but de-
nied his request to appear without re-
straints. Graf said that though Robinson

has no criminal history and no record of
misconduct while in custody, the
charges are “extraordinarily serious,”
and the emotional nature of the pro-
ceedings raises the risk of disruption.
Graf ordered the sheriff’s office to use
theleast restrictive restraints necessary
and prohibited media from taking pic-
tures or video of Robinson’s restraints to
avoid influencing potential jurors.

Ban on cameras in the
courtroom still up in the air

Robinson’s defense attorneys chal-
lenged claims from the Utah County
Sheriff’s Office in a joint filing with pros-
ecutors that concerns about negative
publicity arising from Robinson appear-
ing in inmate apparel could be ad-
dressed by having the defendant appear
remotely for noncritical hearings. Doing
so would violate Robinson’s rights and

make it harder for him to communicate
with his defense team, attorneys said.

The defense attorneys did, however,
say they agreed with the sheriff’s office
assertion that the court should limit
media coverage, specifically photo and
video coverage, of the proceedings.
There have already been thousands of
instances of pretrial publicity “that have
relentlessly focused on Mr. Robinson’s
demeanor and appearance during his
jail-house court appearance and have
polluted the waters of justice in this
case,” the attorneys wrote.

Graf sided with a defense motion ar-
guing the sheriff’s office joint filing with
the prosecution was procedurally im-
proper but did not make a decision
about whether to issue a blanket ban on
photography and video recording in the
courtroom or hold certain hearings re-
motely.

Contributing: Nick Penzenstadler

Poll: Cuomo cuts Mamdani’s
lead in race for NYC mayor

Former NY governor
now trails 44% to 34%

Terry Collins
USA TODAY

Former Gov. Andrew Cuomo has cut
in half the double-digit lead of heavy fa-
vorite Democratic nominee Zohran
Mamdani with a week to go in the New
York City mayor’s race, according to a
new Suffolk University poll.

Cuomo, an independent candidate
who has trailed Mamdani by more than
20 points in a September poll, is now be-
hind by 10, the latest Suffolk poll re-
leased on Oct. 27 revealed.

Mamdani, a democratic socialist
state assemblyman, is ahead of Cuomo,
44% to 34%, in the days leading up to
the Nov. 4 election, the poll of 500 voters
surveyed by phone between Oct. 23 and
Oct. 26 showed. Republican nominee
and independent Curtis Sliwa remains
steady in third place at 11%.

In September, Suffolk’s poll had
Mamdani leading Cuomo by 20 points,
or 45% to 25%, followed by Republican
nominee Curtis Sliwa with 9%, and in-
cumbent Mayor Eric Adams at 8%.

Adams has since dropped out of the
mayoral race and is now endorsing Cuo-
mo. As a result, a majority of Adams’
votes have gone to Cuomo, said David
Paleologos, who directs Suffolk’s Politi-
cal Research Center and led the new
NYC mayor’s poll, told USA TODAY.

While Mamdani has a sizable lead,
the new poll adds some suspense to the
widely watched mayoral race for Amer-
ica’s most populous city. While Cuomo
does have some momentum, for him to
beat Mamdani, he will need those voters
supporting Sliwa to swing his way, Pale-
ologos said.

When Sliwa voters polled this month
were asked for their second choice for
mayor, they preferred Cuomo to Mam-
dani by an overwhelming 36% to 2%,
Paleologos said.

“Cuomo needs to appeal to Sliwa’s
voters. You have this big, powerful Dem-
ocratic (candidate), and at the 11th hour,
the only people who can save him are
Sliwa voters who are Republican, so

Independent candidate and former
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo speaks
during a debate on Oct. 16.

ANGELINA KATSANIS/POOL PHOTO VIA REUTERS

there’s some irony here,” Paleologos
said. “They favor Cuomo, and part of the
reason is they are anti-Mamdani and
more conservative. Maybe they are
Trump voters, so they are going to sup-
port anybody who is the potential GOP
nominee.

“But Cuomo has to make that appeal,”
Paleologos said. “He’s still an underdog,
and everything has to fall right for him.
He is beginning to stage a comeback,
though.”

A Cuomo spokesperson on Oct. 27
said the poll shows “momentum is on
our side.” The Mamdani campaign did
not immediately return USA TODAY’s
message seeking comment about the
poll.

Cuomo sees big gains among
Hispanic and independent voters

Cuomo’s most dramatic gains have
come from Hispanic voters, where he
now leads in the Suffolk poll by 1 point,
after trailing Mamdani by 30 points in
September, Paleologos said.

Paleologos said he doesn’t know spe-
cifically why Cuomo is doing well
among Hispanics. The pollster said he’s
not sure whether Cuomo is doing a di-
rect appeal to them, “if it’s a cultural
thing,” or something they liked during
the contentious debates.

“But there clearly was a shift. Some
Hispanic voters are also more conserva-

tive, as we learned during the 2024
presidential election,” Paleologos said.
“Maybe they are leaning toward the
more moderate candidate with more
government experience.”

Cuomo’s camp believes
momentum is on their side

The new Suffolk poll resembles
what Cuomo’s campaign has seen in
the past month, Cuomo spokesman
Rich Azzopardi said.

“Today’s Suffolk University poll
shows exactly what we’re seeing on
the ground: This is a two-man race,
momentum is on our side,” Azzopardi
said in an emailed statement to USA
TODAY. “And the more New Yorkers
learn about how dangerously inexperi-
enced Zohran Mamdani is — and about
his extremist agenda - the less they
like what they see.”

Azzopardi said early voter turnout
also is going in Cuomo’s way.

“And it’s clear that Andrew Cuomo’s
message of competent leadership -
along with his agenda to increase pub-
lic safety, end the housing and afforda-
bility crisis, and strengthen our econo-
my and education system - is resonat-
ing,” Azzopardi said. “Andrew Cuomo
will not stop fighting for every vote in
every corner of this great city between
now and Election Day. Together, we
can and will win the fight to save the
city.”

Polister said Mamdani is still
within reach of winning

Even though Cuomo has sliced
Mamdani’s lead in half, according to
the Oct. 27 Suffolk poll, Paleologos
said Mamdani is still in a position to
become New York City’s next mayor.
The good news for Mamdani there may
not be enough undecided voters to
swing Cuomo’s way, despite his gains
in the new poll.

“Mamdani’s support hasn’t really
dropped. What it shows me is he’s just
not growing as strong as Cuomo,” Pale-
ologos said. “The good news for Mam-
dani is he’s very close to being at the
number he needs to win.”

Cops: Scary break-in attempt in VA was family prank

Natalie Neysa Alund
USA TODAY

A masked trio being sought in a chill-
ing attempted break-in at a Virginia
home this month was family members
pulling a prank, according to new infor-
mation released by police in the case.

After more than 100 hours of investi-
gation, Alexandria Police Department
Chief Tarrick McGuire said detectives
identified the three suspects who ter-
rorized a family dressed in “Halloween
masks” as cousins of the residents.

The reported prank took place on
Oct. 14 in Alexandria, a city just south of
Washington, DC.

The incident in which the trio made
threats against the family and caused
property damage to their home was cap-
tured on a home’s Ring surveillance
camera, McGuire said during an Oct. 27
news conference.

McGuire said investigators received
numerous tips after the story garnered
national attention, and later contacted
one of the suspects, an adult female,
who confessed to her role and that of
other family members in the case.

Chief calls incident ‘moral failure’

McGuire told reporters a woman ad-
mitted she and her two sons and a neph-
ew staged the prank while two other
adults and a child reportedly filmed the
incident.

Calling it a “moral failure,” McGuire
said the incident could have gone south
fast had someone opened fire on the
suspect. In addition to calling 911,
McGuire said the homeowner called her
brother, who arrived at the scene armed
with a loaded firearm.

Police responded to a 911 call at the
home after the incident, McGuire said,
adding there was no indication the resi-
dents knew about the prank.

“Adults should be accountable for
their children, and not exercise this type
of behavior. Hopefully, this will be a
learning experience for their family,” the
chief said.

Suspects won’t face
charges, police say

The chief also said no criminal
charges would be filed in the case.

Because the family did not want to
pursue charges, police said, the sus-
pects will not be identified.

No one was injured in the incident.

Doorbell camera
captured incident

Footage captured the frightening
episode, which began when one of the
masked individuals rang the front
doorbell.

Video shows the trio standing omi-
nously in the front yard before taking
turns ringing the bell, knocking on the
door and jiggling its handle.

“It’s either you come out or we come
in,” one of the masked men says in the
video as the trio continues to demand
that the family open the door.

Shayla Whiteside, who lives in the
home, previously said the trio ap-
peared to be strangers and she thought
the scene was a prank.

“They tried forcing the front door
open, jiggled the handles, broke down
my backyard fence, and tore through
the back screen, screaming threats,
saying that they will kill us,” she said.

Sean Combs speaks during the
Hollywood Walk of Fame ceremony
for DJ Khaled in 2022, in Los Angeles.
KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES

Combs’
release from
prison set
for May 2028

Brendan Morrow
USA TODAY

The date of Sean “Diddy” Combs’
release from prison was revealed Oct.
27 after a judge handed down the rap-
per’s sentence earlier in the month.

Combs is currently scheduled to get
out of prison on May 8, 2028, accord-
ing to the Federal Bureau of Prisons’
online database.

Combs is behind bars at the Metro-
politan Detention Center in New York
City’s borough of Brooklyn. On Oct. 3,
U.S. District Court Judge Arun Subra-
manian sentenced the rapper to 50
months, or roughly four years, in pris-
on after he was found guilty on two
counts of transportation to engage in
prostitution. He was acquitted on the
more serious charges, sex trafficking
and racketeering, in his federal sex-
crimes trial this summer.

Prosecutors were seeking an 11-year
sentence for Combs, while his legal
team asked the judge for14 months be-
hind bars.

During a trial that lasted approxi-
mately two months, prosecutors laid
out their case that Combs operated a
criminal enterprise and engaged in sex
trafficking, among other offenses. The
rapper pleaded not guilty and is ap-
pealing his conviction. His legal team
filed a notice of appeal in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of
New York on Oct. 20.

Combs’ lawyers previously tried
and failed to get the judge to either
overturn his conviction or grant him a
new trial.

In a letter to the judge before his
sentencing, Combs apologized “for all
of the hurt and pain that I have caused
others by my conduct” and said he
takes “full responsibility and account-
ability for my past wrongs.” He went
on to write, “I understand that the
mere words Tm sorry’ will never be
good enough as these words alone
cannot erase the pain from the past.”

Combs also apologized in court to
his ex-girlfriend Casandra “Cassie”
Ventura Fine, who delivered days of
emotional testimony about the abuse
he allegedly subjected her to. “My ac-
tions were disgusting, shameful and
sick,” Combs said.

Last week, TMZ reported that Presi-
dent Donald Trump was considering
commuting Combs’ sentence. But in a
statement to USA TODAY, a White
House spokesperson said there was
“zero truth” to the story, adding, “The
president, not anonymous sources, is
the final decider on pardons and com-
mutations.” Trump confirmed on Oct.
6 that Combs “asked me for a pardon.”

Contributing: Edward Segarra, Pat-
rick Ryan, KiMi Robinson, Aysha Bag-
chi and Taijuan Moorman, USA TO-
DAY
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Feds: Man allegedly offered $45,000 for killing AG Bondi

Fernando Cervantes Jr.
USA TODAY

A Minnesota man was arrested and is
facing federal charges after allegedly of-
fering $45,000 for the killing of Attorney
General Pam Bondi.

According to court documents ob-
tained by USA TODAY, 29-year-old Ty-
ler Avalos allegedly published the threat
on TikTok, saying he wanted Bondi
“dead or alive” but “preferably dead,” ac-
cording to an affidavit written by FBI

Special Agent Caleb Jur-
chisin.

The FBI said that the
investigation into Avalos
began Oct. 9 after receiv-
ing a tip from a Detroit-
based TikTok user, who
flagged the post to the
FBI's National Threat Operations Cen-
ter.

The TikTok that Avalos is alleged to
have posted included a picture of Bondi
“with a sniper-scope red dot” on her

Bondi "

forehead, the affidavit said.

“Additionally, the suspect user post-
ed a comment below the description
that reads ‘cough cough’/‘when you
don’t serve us then what? ” Jurchisin
said.

When reached by USA TODAY, Ava-
los’ attorney Daniel Gerdts said, “Mr.
Avalos is not guilty of any crime.”

Avalos was located after TikTok,
Google and Comecast provided FBI
agents with information showing that
he signed up for the social media plat-

form using a Samsung Galaxy phone,
investigators said.

According to the affidavit, Avalos has
had prior convictions. In July 2022, he
was convicted in a stalking case in Da-
kota County, Minnesota, as well as a do-
mestic battery charge in Polk County,
Florida, in August 2016. Apart from
those two cases, the affidavit said Ava-
los has a 2019 misdemeanor battery
case out of Dakota County, “which ap-
pears to have been reduced from a felo-
ny domestic assault by strangulation.”

Crackdown

Continued from Page 1A

violence in liberal cities. Critics, includ-
ing state and local officials, say the de-
ployments are an illegal show of force
and a power grab.

Across the country, federal opera-
tions have taken different forms, shaped
by levels of cooperation between federal
and local officials, protests over height-
ened immigration enforcement and the
scale of the operations themselves.

In several cities, immigration raids
touched off a wave of demonstrations,
prompting Trump to call up National
Guard troops. In others, federal agents
worked closely with local police to tar-
get crime more broadly, setting up rov-
ing patrols and checkpoints. One major
commonality: The cities all experienced
a surge in immigration enforcement.

Trump threatened to send “more
than the National Guard” to “troubled”
U.S. cities, a potential escalation from
deploying troops where mayors and
governors have opposed them in dis-
putes that have reached the Supreme
Court. Trump didn’t specify what the
escalation would mean and which cities
he is targeting. If courts block the Na-
tional Guard deployments, Trump has
repeatedly threatened to invoke the
1807 Insurrection Act, which would al-
low him to deploy active-duty troops to
fight crime and battle protesters.

Reporters across the USA TODAY
Network spoke with experts, residents,
officials and local advocates to capture
the impact of federal intervention in
U.S. cities, including Los Angeles,
Washington, DC, Memphis, Portland
and Chicago — a short list that seems
likely to grow as the president eyes de-
ployments to other cities.

Many residents and local officials
said the cities didn’t need intervention,
especially a deployment of troops.
Some living in crime-stricken areas said
while they generally support the idea of
more law enforcement, they want the
operations to target violent crimes — not
immigration violations.

Experts, meanwhile, said targeted
police work is the most effective way to
lower crime and worry that the federal
government’s flood-the-zone tactics,
both in immigration enforcement and
general crimefighting, could erode pub-
lic trust in police.

“Aggressive enforcement needs to be
reserved for the most aggressive crimi-
nals,” said Thomas Abt, director of the
Center for the Study and Practice of Vio-
lence Reduction. He added that broad,
heavy-handed policing has “limited
benefits and a lot of collateral conse-
quences.”

White House spokesperson Abigail
Jackson hailed the president’s efforts
and said local leaders across the coun-
try should take inspiration and “clean
up their city.”

“Making America Safe Again — espe-
cially crime-ridden cities — was a key
campaign promise from the President
that the American people elected him to
fulfill,” Jackson said in a statement.

Chicago: Intensifying ICE raids
and widespread protests

The nation’s third-largest city has
become the latest flashpoint in the bat-
tle between local officials and the
Trump administration over the presi-
dent’s deportation campaign and feder-
al deployments.

In September, Trump launched Op-
eration Midway Blitz, an initiative he
said was needed to catch “the worst of
the worst” criminal immigrants. Re-
search has shown that, on average, im-
migrants commit fewer crimes than na-
tive-born Americans. Further, immigra-
tion violations, such as living in the
country without proper documentation,
are civil, not criminal, under U.S. law.

Expanding Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement raids triggered pro-
tests in downtown Chicago and the
city’s surrounding suburbs. As tensions
boiled, clashes broke out and federal
agents used pepper balls and tear gas,
hitting journalists, a pastor and officers
with the Chicago Police Department, ac-
cording to reports and a lawsuit.

The president called for the arrests of

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker and Chicago
Mayor Brandon Johnson for “failing to
protect” ICE agents.

Residents and local advocates have
accused ICE of employing reckless and
brutal tactics during the blitz. Some in-
cidents that have raised alarm: Immi-
gration agents fatally shot a Mexican
immigrant accused of resisting arrest; a
Border Patrol agent shot and wounded a
U.S. citizen on the city’s South Side;
and, reportedly, a school had to hold re-
cess indoors after federal authorities
deployed a chemical agent nearby.

The most controversial raid came on
Sept. 30, when federal agents descend-
ed from Black Hawk helicopters and
ransacked a South Side apartment
building in an aggressive search of
apartments inhabited by Venezuelan
migrants.

Two of 37 people arrested were “con-
firmed” gang members, according to the
Department of Homeland Security.
Dozens of U.S. citizens were pulled from
their beds and temporarily zip-tied dur-
ing the operation, which Pritzker wants
investigated by state agencies.

DHS officials say aggressive tactics
are necessary to catch criminals, and
accused protesters of attacking agents
and “rioting.” Over 1,500 immigrants
have been arrested in connection with
the blitz, the agency said. USA TODAY
has not been able to verify the number
of detentions or the criminal back-
ground of those in custody.

Chicagoans said the federal interven-
tion has made their neighborhoods vir-
tually unrecognizable.

“We went from being this community
that walks our kids to school or goes out
to parks. Now the streets are empty,”
said Corina Pedraza, a longtime South
Sider.

Local alderwoman Julia Ramirez told
USA TODAY that people “can’t live their
lives the way they did before.”

“Agents have created a war zone in
our community,” she said.

Portland, Oregon: Tensions flare
during protest at ICE facility

“War ravaged,” “burning to the
ground” and “hell” are words Trump has
used to describe the liberal stronghold
of Portland in recent weeks — character-
izations vehemently disputed by local
residents and officials.

The back-and-forth comes as the
president seeks to deploy troops to the
city over the objections of local and
state officials. A federal judge in Oregon
initially blocked the deployments, but
an appeals court on Oct. 20 ruled in
Trump’s favor, lifting one of the orders
preventing the president from calling up
200 Oregon guardsmen to Portland.

Trump officials say soldiers are nec-
essary to protect federal personnel and
an ICE facility in South Portland, where
demonstrators have protested on a
nightly basis.

Outside the facility earlier this
month, USA TODAY reporters saw dem-
onstrators peacefully protesting. There
were people in puffy animal costumes
dancing and waving signs as motorists
drove by, honking in support. Other
forms of resistance have had a distinctly
Portland vibe, such as an “emergency”
naked bike ride in mid-October.

City residents said Trump’s charac-
terization of Portland as a city “under
siege” is false and misleading.

“It offends me so deeply that we have
a president that is willing and able to
spread such misinformation without
hitting the streets and coming out here,”
said Tiana Stewart, 37, a bartender. “But
he knows that the people who are
watching are going to buy into it. It’s lu-
dicrous to me.”

Portland is not without its problems.
Homeless camps are visible in parts of
the city and drug use, especially the
surge of fentanyl, is a serious concern
that prompted officials to declare a 90-
day state of emergency last year. But
residents said they don’t think the
president’s crackdown is meant to ad-
dress those issues.

“Obviously, this is all a scam,” said
Curtis Best, 70, a retired molecular biolo-
gist. “I really believe it’s a way to milita-
rize police and make problems in these
cities ... I think he just wants revenge on
us. I think he just doesn’t like Democrat
cities, Democrat states, or its people.”

Charles Wilson says while he has
not seen a surge of federal agents
in his Anacostia neighborhood

of Washington, DC, “things feel

a little calmer and a little safer.”

JOSH MEYER/USA TODAY

Memphis: A crime-stricken city
flooded with feds. Is it helping?

Unlike other cities where Trump de-
ployed National Guard troops, Memphis
sits in a state led by a Republican gover-
nor who has welcomed the president’s
wishes to mobilize military forces.

In September, Trump created a
crime-fighting task force involving over
a dozen federal agencies and the state’s
National Guard — a move he said was re-
quested by Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee.

A week after troops were seen patrol-
ling downtown Memphis on Oct. 10, a
group of Democratic officials filed a law-
suit against Lee, claiming the deploy-
ment violated the state constitution. A
judge has since denied the plaintiffs’ re-
quest to pause the deployment.

“Agents have created a war
zone in our community.”

Julia Ramirez
Chicago alderwoman

In 2024, Memphis had the highest
rate of murder and other violent crimes
of any large American city, according to
a USA TODAY analysis of FBI data from
30 cities with more than 500,000 resi-
dents.

Memphis Mayor Paul Young, a Dem-
ocrat, said he’s working to steer the task
force to focus on violent offenders, rath-
er than immigration enforcement.

“The busier we can keep them with
(the Memphis Police Department), the
less time they will have to focus on im-
migration,” he said at a town hall on Oct.
20.

Officials have given conflicting por-
trayals of the task force’s work so far.

The White House says the task force
has yielded 1,300 arrests related to out-
standing warrants, drugs and firearms.
But a county mayor and local advocates
say alarge portion of the arrests were for
immigration offenses, not violent crime.

Mauricio Calvo, president and CEO of
advocacy organization Latino Mem-
phis, said some people have shut them-
selves in their homes because of the
heightened immigration enforcement
and concerns over racial profiling.

“People don’t want to send the kids to
school, people don’t want to work,” he
said. “We’re in crisis mode.”

Washington, DC: Mixed feelings
on Trump’s crime crackdown

Trump declared a “crime emergency”
in the nation’s capital on Aug. 11, using
its status as a federal district to take
control of the city’s police department
and send in thousands of federal agents
and National Guard troops.

For weeks, federal agents and local
police set up checkpoints across the
city, spurring protests. Immigration
raids expanded, instilling fear as offi-
cers arrested workers and delivery driv-
ers. Several of the city’s small homeless
campsites were broken down, leading
some of the homeless to enter shelters
temporarily.

Meanwhile, National Guard troops

patrolled monuments and Metro sta-
tions, some with assault rifles. They re-
moved graffiti, picked up trash and
shoveled mulch. An internal budget
viewed by USA TODAY estimated the
guard deployment could cost taxpayers
more than $200 million.

After 30 days, the federal takeover of
the police department ended and
Trump declared the operation a suc-
cess, touting a drop in reported crimes
and anecdotes of people “going out to
dinner where they didn’'t go out for
years.”

The data, though, was murky. While
local police data shows a short-term dip
in some reported crimes after the crack-
down began - especially incidents in-
volving firearms — crime had already
been trending downward in recent
years. Experts who viewed the data said
it’s too soon to know if the crackdown
had any significant or long-term impact
on violent crime.

Across the city, residents were con-
flicted about the federal operation.

For 20 years, Charles Wilson has
lived in Anacostia, a neighborhood with
one of the highest rates of murder and
violent crime in Washington. He said
while he has not seen a surge of federal
agents in his neighborhood, he’s noticed
fewer people loitering and he doesn’t
hear as many “random gunshots.”

“There’s definitely been a shift, and
things feel a little calmer and a little saf-
er,” he told USA TODAY.

But Wilson also said the assertive
immigration enforcement in Washing-
ton, some of which has gone viral on-
line, “doesn’t sit well” with him or his
neighbors.

“It seems un-American and mean-
spirited,” he said.

Los Angeles: Raids, protests,
state of emergency declared

Los Angeles has remained one of the
central targets of Trump’s sweeping il-
legal immigration campaign and was
the first American city where he de-
ployed National Guard troops in his sec-
ond term in office.

Following ICE raids at a Home Depot
and a clothing manufacturer in June,
thousands of people took to the streets
to protest. While demonstrations were
contained to a few downtown blocks,
they erupted into violence, with clashes
breaking out between protesters and
police, and reports of looting and prop-
erty damage.

Trump ordered 4,000 California Na-
tional Guard troops and at least 500
Marines to protect federal personnel
and property in the city. The move was
challenged in court, and a California
judge said the deployment was illegal
but did not order the remaining soldiers
to leave. Gov. Gavin Newsom said in
September that the deployment had al-
ready cost taxpayers nearly $120 mil-
lion.

ICE agents kept up their high pace of
arrests, and in October, the Los Angeles
Board of Supervisors declared a state of
emergency. Local officials said the fed-
eral agency “created a climate of fear,
leading to widespread disruption in dai-
ly life and adverse impacts to our re-
gional economy.”

Ongoing immigration raids and oper-
ations across Los Angeles County —
which is home to over 3 million people
born outside the United States — have
led to a decline in workplace attendance
and strained critical services such as
schools, hospitals, and places of wor-
ship, according to the board of supervi-
Ssors.

Lupe Lopez, 69, whose family owns
nine Arteagas Food Center supermar-
kets, told USA TODAY she’s seen a big
drop in foot traffic at her family’s shop in
the Hispanic neighborhood of East San
Jose. The reason: Young people are buy-
ing in bulk because their parents are
afraid of being outside, where they
might be picked up by ICE agents.

“A lot more people are either staying
closer to home or not coming out at all,”
she said.

Christopher Cann, Michael Loria, Su-
zette Hackney and Terry Collins report
for USA TODAY. Jack Armstrong reports
for the Memphis Commercial Appeal.

Contributing: Thao Nguyen and Bart
Jansen, USA TODAY; Lucas Finton,
Memphis Commercial Appeal
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Miami Beach aims to raise $40 million to extend the underwater corridor across
7 miles, the length of Miami Beach, and plant thousands of corals.
PROVIDED BY REEFLINE

Underwater traflic
jam to become coral
reef at Miami Beach

Concrete artwork carries
environmental message

Julia Gomez
USA TODAY

Miami Beach, Florida, is known for
its gorgeous beaches, Cuban food, and
terrible traffic. Now, traffic is being used
for a good cause in the city.

The city of Miami Beach residents
and visitors are able to see 22 life-sized
concrete cars being lowered into the
ocean on Oct. 27 and Oct. 28, a process
that started between Oct. 20 and Oct. 21.
Once completed, they will form “Con-
crete Coral.” The artwork, created by Le-
andro Erlich, will replicate an underwa-
ter traffic jam 20 feet below the water’s
surface.

“Healthy reefs are our
natural infrastructure. ...
This monumental, science-
based project offers an
innovative solution for
protecting our marine
ecosystems and

cultural landscape.”

Miami Beach Mayor Steven Meiner

This is the beginning phase of Ree-
fLine, a “first-of-its-kind” underwater
sculpture park and hybrid reef. It was
founded by Ximena Caminos and devel-
oped by the nonprofit, BlueLab Preser-
vation Society, in partnership with the
City of Miami Beach, according to a
news release emailed to USA TODAY.

“This monumental artwork and liv-
ing reef, composed of 22 life-sized cars
made from marine-grade concrete, will
soon rest on the ocean floor as a haunt-
ing yet hopeful metaphor for our impact
on the planet,” Caminos wrote in a post
on Instagram.

Miami Beach aims to raise $40 mil-
lion for its 11-phase project to extend the
underwater sculpture park across 7
miles — the length of Miami Beach — and
to plant thousands of corals, according
to a news release from the city.

Will people be able to visit the
underwater sculpture park?

Yes, once the statues are in place,
people will be able to swim to the sculp-
tures, located 600 feet from the shore, to
view the environmental art for free, ac-
cording to Miami Beach’s website.

Those wanting to see it will not need
scuba gear. Visitors can bring just a
snorkel mask and fins to see the sculp-
tures better.

However, while work is underway,
vessels and swimmers will not be al-
lowed in the area.

Will more sculptures be added?

Yes. The city plans to add more
sculptures from other artists.

British artist Petroc Sesti’s sculp-
ture, “Heart of Okeanos,” will mimic
“the heart of a stranded blue whale,”
according to Miami Beach’s website.
And Carlos Betancourt, based in Mi-
ami, will create the “Miami Reef Star,”
a large-scale trail of starfish.

Although work is underway, the
city’s website did not state when the
final 7-mile sculpture park will be
completed.

Why was the project created?

The underwater artwork is “a criti-
cal long-term economic safeguard for
Miami Beach,” Miami Beach Mayor
Steven Meiner said in a statement.

The cars, which look like concrete
cars, will be seeded with 2,200 corals
cultivated by REEFLINE’s Miami Na-
tive Coral Lab in the next phase of the
project.

“Healthy reefs are our natural infra-
structure, shielding our treasured
beachfront and vital tourism revenue
by powerfully reducing storm surge
and erosion,” Meiner said. “This mon-
umental, science-based project offers
an innovative solution for protecting
our marine ecosystems and cultural
landscape.”

Why is regrowing coral
reefs so important?

Coral reefs are under stress for
many reasons, including -climate
change.

“Coral reefs are one of the most sen-
sitive ecosystems globally to the rav-
ages of human activities,” Gabriel
Grimsditch, United Nations Environ-
ment Programme marine ecosystems
expert, said in a statement. “They are
especially wvulnerable to climate
change and warming ocean temper-
atures, and mass coral bleaching and
mortality events are predicted to in-
crease in frequency and intensity as
temperatures continue to rise.”

Coral bleaching occurs when
stressed corals expel the algae that live
in their tissues, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration says.

The bleaching doesn’t mean the
coral is dead, and it can survive the
event, but corals are under more stress
when this happens, and they are more
susceptible to dying.

In 2005, the United States lost half
of the Caribbean’s coral reefs in just
one year due to a bleaching event, and
satellite data confirmed that the wa-
ters had been warmer than they were
in the past 20 years.

Man in Nazi
uniform faces
charges for
striking student

Natalie Neysa Alund
USA TODAY

A man accused of striking a Univer-
sity of Georgia student while wearing a
Nazi uniform outside a bar now faces
an assault charge, according to infor-
mation from police and school offi-
cials.

Athens-Clarke County Sheriff’s Of-
fice records show local police arrested
Kenneth Leland Morgan, 33, on Friday,
Oct. 24. He was booked into the local
jail just before 3 a.m. that day.

Lt. Katie Jenkins, a public informa-
tion officer for the Athens-Clarke
County Police Department, told USA
TODAY Morgan faces charges of mis-
demeanor simple battery and felony
aggravated assault.

Videos of the man wearing a Nazi
uniform circulated widely on social
media over the weekend.

UGA: Man in Nazi uniform
was not a student

The University of Georgia said the
suspect is not a student or affiliated
with the school.

“We are horrified by the actions of
an individual who, while in downtown
Athens wearing a Nazi uniform, as-
saulted a female University of Georgia
student,” the university said in its
statement.

“His actions, which were caught on
videotape, are appalling, and we are
grateful to Athens-Clarke County po-
lice officers for swiftly apprehending
and arresting him,” the statement con-
tinues. “We encourage any other stu-
dents affected by this disturbing act to
reach out to Student Care and Out-
reach for support.”

The incident took place outside
Cutter’s Pub, according to The Red &
Black, a student newspaper at the uni-
versity.

When reached by USA TODAY, Cut-
ter’s Pub confirmed that the incident
“did not occur in Cutter’s Pub, but rath-
er on the sidewalk in front of the bar.”

Media reports identify Grace Lang, 23,
a University of Georgia student, as the
victim of assault outside a bar.

JOSHUA L. JONES/USA TODAY NETWORK

The business did not provide addi-
tional information.

Friend confronted suspect

Grace Lang, identified in media re-
ports as the 23-year-old student who
was hit, was at the bar when one of her
friends approached the man, she said in
interviews with NBC News and The Red
& Black.

“She was mainly just telling him he
needed to leave and needed to go home,”
Lang told NBC.

Video of the attack circulating online
shows the suspect outside a bar, with a
woman Yyelling at him to leave. The
woman pushes the man, who then says,
“Don’t touch me.”

She responds, “You can’t wear that ...
as a large crowd begins to gather, and at
one point, the man appears to strike a
woman in the head, the footage shows.

3

‘Heinous antisemitic behavior’

Counselors are available through the
school for students who witnessed the
incident, according to UGA Senior Di-
rector for Integrated Media Communi-
cations James Hataway.

The university’s statement went on
to call the suspect’s actions “heinous
antisemitic behavior.” University offi-
cials were in contact with the student
who was hit, as well as other students
who witnessed the attack.

Man wearing Nazi uniform
remained jailed as of Oct. 27

As of late morning Oct. 27, online
sheriff’s office records show Morgan re-
mained jailed on $1,500 bond.

An attorney of record was not listed
online for Morgan.
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Bridges
Continued from Page 1A

bridges half a mile apart were almost
identical. Both arched and historic, they
stretched 136 feet above Rock Creek
Park connecting popular neighbor-
hoods.

“I was standing on a bridge with a
barrier,” she says. “And he had jumped
from the one that didn’t have one.”

She knew that the barrier wouldn’t
have stopped Tripp from being suicidal.
Rather it would have interrupted the im-
pulse long enough to take him out of the
moment, providing time to be rescued
or for people who love him to get him
help.

Science says safety barriers help save
lives. They cut through impulsiveness.
And when suicidal people are stopped
by a fence or net, research shows the
vast majority don’t go on to find another
spot or method.

She wanted a barrier on the Taft
bridge.

No, she wanted Peter. And their fu-
ture.

But a barrier would have to do.

Before the loss

They met in veterinary school near
Boston more than a decade ago.

They were friends for a long time be-
fore they realized it was more. She fell in
love with his kindness and quiet gener-
osity.

He donated blood platelets every
three weeks and became a bone marrow
and stem cell donor. He never lost pa-
tience in teaching friends the rules to a
new board game. He showed up, even
late nights, to feed the lambs at the
Tufts barn during vet school.

After graduating in 2019, they moved
to a tiny seaside town at the southern
edge of Oregon to work at an animal
hospital where they cared for every-
thing from tortoises to cattle.

They bonded over Risk and Catan,
charcuterie boards and historical cook-
ing shows. She did the dishes and he
cooked — everything from eggs in the
hole to kugel.

His steadiness felt a match to her un-
certainty. He grounded her.

They wanted to move to the North-
east, maybe New Hampshire, where
Tripp went to college. Maybe Massa-
chusetts, where he grew up, the eldest
of four boys.

They settled in Washington in 2020,
when she was offered a fellowship at the
State Department. Tripp began working
as a veterinarian at an animal hospital.

They built a life, with rabbits and a ti-
ny rescue poodle, Annie, and later Hugo
Spots, a Dalmatian with so many health
and behavioral issues they joked that
only two veterinarians could adopt him.

Denial

No one knew if Tripp had been de-
pressed before his suicide.

He hadn’t confided in anyone, but he
was never one to ask for help. He was
the one friends went to for advice, the
one who reached out when someone
was struggling.

Van Thof, 34, now wonders how the
man who spent his life taking care of an-
imals and everyone else couldn’t ask for
help when he needed it most.

How cruel the brain could be that it
turned on itself.

Everything about the body wants to
live. In times of distress and blood loss,
the body responds by slowing circula-
tion to our fingers and our toes, preserv-
ing blood flow to our heart, and our
brain. It works to save our most impor-
tant organs. Even our unconscious self
wants to live.

And yet with suicide, it is the oppo-
site. We try to escape our healthy selves.
Our brain lies. It tells us illogical things
that we believe. It gets stuck in a mo-
ment. It doesn’t allow asking for help.

“People don’t choose to kill them-
selves,” explains Christine Yu Moutier, a
physician and the medical director for
The American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention. “The brain in those mo-
ments is not the healthy brain of that
person at 99.9% of the other times of
their life.”

In many ways, she says, the person
succumbs to their distress.

Scientists only now are beginning to
better understand suicide, which re-
mains the second leading cause of
death for those 10 to 34. It is seen as a
complex health outcome, not a moral
failing. We are living through a neuro-
science renaissance in many ways, with
brain scans, connections between the
gut and the brain, ketamine treatments
and transcranial magnetic stimulation
to lessen depression.

We can’t prevent every suicide, but
suicide can be prevented, Van Thof
says.

“I know Peter was not in his right
state of mind that night,” she says. “We
just needed a little more time.”

Workers install suicide prevention measures on the William Howard Taft Bridge in Washington in September. Over 12 years,
half of the 26 people who died in bridge-related suicides in Washington did so at the Taft Bridge. JACK GRUBER/USA TODAY

Anger

The day after Tripp died, Van Thof re-
turned to their empty apartment, the
spot where friends had gathered for
game nights, where they learned to
make dumplings together, the place
they brought Hugo home as a puppy.

In those first days when grief didn’t
allow her to do much, she began email-
ing groups she thought might help her
get a barrier.

“Peter was the best person I've ever
met,” she wrote. “I will spend the rest of
my life trying to keep the world as good
of a place as it would be if he was still in
it

She didn’t know that others had tried
to get barriers on the Taft bridge before
and failed. Between 2010 and 2022, half
of the 26 people who died by suicide on
bridges in Washington did so from that
one.

The DC Department of Transporta-
tion said it had no plans to add barriers.
One neighborhood commissioner sent
her to another. They sent her back to the
first. Because the bridge crosses two
wards, they needed to figure who had
ownership. It was as frustrating as it
was exhausting.

But the work gave her purpose, even
if Van Thof still was avoiding the Taft
bridge.

Their apartment was four blocks
from the bridge, the main artery con-
necting her to many parts of the city.
She would take an Uber around the
bridge to meet friends in Georgetown,
sometimes adding 20 minutes or more
to the trip. She no longer walked Hugo
over the Taft, missing one of the best
views of the sycamore and river birch
trees turning fiery shades of orange and
red during the fall season.

It’s where she and Tripp would walk
across to a favorite brunch spot, the
path he walked some days to catch the
metro.

She tries not to be angry with Tripp
but admits sometimes she has been.
“Feelings are hard and you didn’t want
to deal with them. So you didn’t,” she
writes in her journal.

Bargaining

Her job is based on science. Data and
research guide her.

As Van Thof pushed for a barrier on
the Taft bridge, she learned that there
should have been one decades earlier.

Missy Read was a recent graduate
from George Washington University
when she jumped from the Duke Elling-
ton bridge in 1979. Two years after her
death, her parents pushed for barriers.
Neighbors said a higher rail would be
“real ugly.” Nearby business owners and
preservationists said it would detract
from the architectural integrity, ruin the
bridge’s character and its views of red-
tailed hawks and warblers.

Ben and Anne Read persisted. Barri-
ers were installed in1986. When barriers
on the Ellington went up, it didn’t in-
crease suicides on other Washington
bridges. But the opposition halted con-
struction at the nearby Taft Bridge.

For decades, people have argued that
a barrier on a bridge or building will just
encourage someone to find another
spot. But most people do not then seek
out another bridge or method, says Tay-
lor Kleffel, director of Legislative & Pol-
icy Analysis for the American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention.

Suicide feelings can be impulsive and
intense, but they pass. Barriers give
needed time.

Van Thof learned that almost every

new bridge barrier came at a loss.

Trisha Merelo pushed for a barrier on
the Natchez Trace Bridge in Tennessee
after her 17-year-old son John died in
2016. A temporary barrier lines the
bridge now.

Nine-foot-tall steel balusters went
up at the Queechee Gorge Bridge in
Vermont seven years after David and
Regina Cooper lost their son Derek. He
was 21.

After Kevin Hines survived jumping
from the Golden Gate Bridge in 2000, he
pushed for safety measures. In January
2024, the largest safety net, spanning
the bridge’s 1.7 miles on each side was
finished. The net has helped show other
cities that barriers can save lives. Typi-
cally, about 30 people die by suicide at
the Golden Gate bridge each year. The
year the net went up, the number
dropped to eight.

Van Thof has told Tripp’s story to her
neighbors, coworkers and to her ride
share drivers. She talked to reporters,
nonprofit groups, politicians and foun-
dation members.

“I learned that it wasn't my job to
know how to do it,” she says. “It was my
job to make people care. It was my job to
tell Peter’s story.”

Her neighborhood commissioner be-
lieved in Van Thof. They passed a reso-
lution later in 2022 recommending bar-
riers.

It was just the first step, but in it, Van
Thof saw hope.

Deborah Steinberg, a volunteer with
the American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention, brought research and un-
derstanding of government agencies.
Together, they found allies in a bicycling
club and the DC Department of Trans-
portation.

By spring of 2023, City Council ap-
proved $850,000 for the department to
review potential barrier designs.

Van Thof still would need to persuade
a preservation league and gain approval
from the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, the National Park Service and the
U.S. Commission of Fine Arts.

She made calls and emailed officials
during lunch breaks and after work. She
pinned all messages on the barriers to
the top of her email.

In February 2024, the National Cap-
ital Planning Commission approved the
initial barrier design. Then the Commis-
sion of Fine Arts.

She did suicide prevention walks,
she spoke at conferences. She pushed
on, telling Tripp’s story.

People would call her brave and
strong, but she didn't feel that way.
There is no comfort after suicide.

In her days when all she can think
about is Tripp, when she soothes herself
by listening to the old recordings of him
telling Alexa to “turn off the living room
lights,” she turns to the meetings, the
testimonials, the calls.

In spring of this year, the barriers
were approved. The Department of
Transportation began assessing all its
bridges for the addition of barriers with
construction set to begin in fall.

Maybe the bridge barriers were also
saving her.

Acceptance

A few months after Tripp died, Van
Thof took a walk with Hugo.

It started to smell like fall, which re-
minded her of Tripp’s soft flannels that
she would soon wear. “Flannels mean
you. I don’t know how I'm going to get
through that,” she wrote in her journal.

Guilt often competed with grief.
There is a time when you lose someone

to suicide when one question consumes
you: Was I not enough?

Van Thof set areminder on her phone
that repeats each morning: “Your death
had nothing to do with me.”

Suicide typically has many causes,
but it doesn't keep the maybes from
creeping in, especially at night. She
knows that veterinarians are twice as
likely as others to die by suicide. She
ends most conversations with new peo-
ple like this: “Please be kind to your
vets.”

Before Tripp died, he had been look-
ing at notes from families of pets he had
cared for.

“It’s something we are taught in vet
school to do when we have doubts,” she
says. “To remind us about the good we
do.”

She doesn’t know what pain Tripp
carried. She doesn’t know what else he
didn’t share, only that she would never
know.

“One day he was the Peter I knew,”
Van Thof says. “And the next day, he was
the Peter that decided jumping off a
bridge was better than staying in the
pain he was in.”

Van Thof looks the same as when
Tripp died. Her brown hair is curly. She
smiles easily. But she wonders if he
would recognize her. She’s different
now. She communicates more, telling
people what she’s thinking, feeling.

Her grief lives with her, but now her
thoughts are more organized in voice
memos, notes in an app on her phone, in
a Word doc. Maybe there is a book one
day.

This month she will become an assis-
tant state veterinarian in Vermont, a
place where Hugo can run. Tripp is the
one person, she says, who would be
equally excited about their city dog
discovering the forest. She misses Tripp
in these times that feel like they are
shared only with the person you love
most. It’s those quiet, ordinary mo-
ments like when she sees a croque mon-
sieur on a menu or when she tries to
make Kugel.

Last month, her neighborhood com-
missioner, the one she first contacted
about the barriers three years ago, text-
ed her a photo on the Taft.

A tall chain link fence runs along the
bridge. The temporary barrier is up,
construction is starting.

Van Thof has allowed herself to think
about this moment only a few times
over the years. It always felt impossible,
dreamlike, an end to the work that has
sustained her, and a reminder that
Tripp isn’t coming back.

She thought she would be sad, but
she smiled, surprising herself.

“I allowed myself to feel happy,” she
says. “It’s really happening.”

It’s time for flannels again. The leaves
are starting to turn, the air feels like fall
here.

This is the place where Tripp lived,
where he existed in the world, where
they walked together.

Next fall, the barriers will be finished,
painted in Sherwin Williams Aquas-
tone.

Van Thof plans to return to Washing-
ton. The barriers will allow her to walk
this bridge again, to exist in a world
without Tripp.

If you or someone you know is strug-
gling or in crisis, help is available. Call
or text 988 or chat at 988lifeline.org.

Laura Trujillo is a national colum-
nist focusing on health and wellness.
She is the author of “Stepping Back from
the Ledge: A Daughter’s Search for Truth
and Renewal,” about her mother’s sui-
cide at the Grand Canyon.
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Trump’s beef with ranchers puts America last
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Great news for vegans: The cost of
beef has skyrocketed, and President
Donald Trump has made American cat-
tle ranchers hoof-stomping mad with
policies that appear decidedly America-
last.

While U.S. consumers wrestle with
record-high ground beef prices — $6.63
per pound in August, according to the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics — and
steak restaurants boost prices, Trump
has proposed helping his far-right,
Trump-like pal, Argentine President Ja-
vier Milei, by quadrupling the amount of
Argentine beef coming into America.

That would likely do little to help con-
sumers, while hurting cattle ranchers
already struggling with a reduced do-
mestic herd size brought on by every-
thing from drought to inflated feeding
costs.

Trump’s Argentina beef plan
‘a kick in the nuts’ to ranchers

The National Cattlemen’s Beef Asso-
ciation CEO Colin Woodall called out
Trump’s pro-Argentina plan in no un-
certain terms:

“This plan only creates chaos at a
critical time of the year for American
cattle producers, while doing nothing to
lower grocery store prices. ... Argentina
also has a history of foot-and-mouth
disease, which, if brought to the United
States, could decimate our domestic
livestock production.”

I generally place anything involving
foot-and-mouth disease in the “bad”
category.

Kyle Hemmert, a 6l-year-old cattle
rancher in western Kansas, put it suc-
cinctly when he recently told The New
York Times:

“It’s really just a kick in the nuts.

Come on President Trump, this is
‘America First’ policy? No.”

Trump frustrates ranchers
as well as soybean farmers

He’s right. Trump has already en-
raged U.S. soybean farmers by bailing
out Argentina to the tune of $20 billion,
only to see Argentine farmers turn
around and sell soybeans to China, nor-
mally one of the primary purchasers of
American soybeans.

“The frustration is overwhelming,”
American Soybean Association Presi-
dent Caleb Ragland said in a statement.
“U.S. soybean prices are falling, harvest
is underway, and farmers read head-
lines not about securing a trade agree-
ment with China, but that the U.S. gov-
ernment is extending $20 billion in eco-
nomic support to Argentina while that
country drops its soybean export taxes
to sell 20 shiploads of Argentine soy-
beans to China in just two days.”

Great, now it’s bad news for vegans
AND carnivores.

There are ways to help ranchers.
Bailing out Argentina is not it.

Independent cattle ranchers have
been squeezed in part because only four
meat processing and packing compa-
nies handle more than 80% of the na-
tion’s beef. Beyond those monopolies,
ranchers face myriad other issues.

As Bloomberg reported recently:

“Cattlemen above all want to see are-
turn to mandatory Country of Origin la-
beling to promote high-quality Ameri-
can beef. They want more regional proc-
essing plants, help restocking herds af-
ter years of drought (the national cattle
herd is at a 75-year low) and easier in-
terstate sales.”

Trump insults cattle ranchers
with snide social media post

But Trump, as always, thinks he has
all the answers. And as cattle rancher

President Donald Trump welcomes
Argentina’s president, Javier Milei,
to the White House in Washington,
DC, on Oct. 14. JONATHAN ERNST/REUTERS

fury grew, the president responded with
a dismissive social media post:

“The Cattle Ranchers, who I love,
don’t understand that the only reason
they are doing so well, for the first time
in decades, is because I put Tariffs on
cattle coming into the United States, in-
cluding a 50% Tariff on Brazil.

“If it weren’t for me, they would be
doing just as they’ve done for the past
20 years — Terrible!

“It would be nice if they would under-
stand that, but they also have to get
their prices down, because the consum-
er is a very big factor in my thinking,
also!”

Talk about a kick in the nuts.

An ‘absolute betrayal
to the American cattle rancher’

Just because Trump eats a lot of
hamburgers, he thinks he knows better
than the hardworking ranchers who
keep Americans fed.

As the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture noted on its website in May:

“Cattle production is the most impor-
tant U.S. agricultural industry, consis-
tently accounting for the largest share of
total cash receipts for agricultural com-
modities. In 2024, U.S. cattle produc-
tion represented about 22 percent of the

$515 billion in total cash receipts for ag-
ricultural commodities.”

Wyoming’s Meriwether Farms wrote
about the situation on X in a post that
quickly went viral, calling Trump’s plan
to buy beef from Argentina an “absolute
betrayal to the American cattle rancher.”

The post read in part: “On top of all
this - there is only chaos coming from
the Department of Agriculture. There is
no true guidance, mixed messaging, and
a copious amount of photo ops.”

Sadly, American farmers — a huge
pro-Trump voting bloc — are learning
what people like me have been shouting
for years: Donald Trump cares about no
one but himself, and he will sell people
out in a second.

Farmers and cattle ranchers,
like many others, got conned

Trump sees himself in Argentina’s
president. He wants to bolster other far-
right leaders because it helps him and
his authoritarian dreams. He doesn’t
care a bit about what Americans are
paying for beef or how his actions might
impact the farmers who have loyally
supported him. He cares about Trump.

If the president wants to buy foreign
beef that will hurt U.S. cattle ranchers
and do nothing to help U.S. consumers,
he’ll do it. Your complaints, your anger,
your expressions of betrayal don’t mean
a thing.

Farming is brutally hard work, and I
respect and appreciate the people who
make it their livelihood. I want to see
them prosper, just like I want affordable
meat for myself and other shoppers.

I hope that the farmers and the con-
sumers who stood behind Trump all
these years and who are now suffering
see they’ve been sold lies by a con man.
An insipid, damaging Argentina-first
policy is just another part of the bill

coming due.
You can follow USA TODAY columnist
Rex  Huppke on  Bluesky at

@rexhuppke.bsky.social and on Face-
book at facebook.com/RexIsAJerk

Don’t expect Supreme Court to do away with voting rights

~ Dace Potas
Y. UsA TODAY

On Oct. 15, the Supreme Court heard
oral arguments in a case that has the po-
tential to curtail portions of the Voting
Rights Act.

If you just read the headlines, you'd
think the Voting Rights Act was doomed
to be razed by the court’s conservative
majority, but the reality is less clear. The
conservative justices seem skeptical of
Louisiana’s new map, but how they will
address it is entirely speculation.

While the “how” is murky, the Su-
preme Court should end race-based dis-
tricting. It’s a relic of antiquated think-
ing about minority voters.

Justices will likely
limit part of Voting Rights Act

Louisiana is roughly one-third Black.
Redistricting efforts initially produced a
map with just one majority Black dis-
trict. Lower courts ordered the drawing
of a new map with two majority Black
districts. That new map was then ap-
pealed, reaching the Supreme Court.

The question at the heart of Louisi-
ana v. Callais asks justices whether the
Voting Rights Act, specifically Section 2,
demands that the second majority
Black district be drawn solely in the in-
terest of creating a proportional number
of majority Black districts to their share
of the population, or if that new district
violates the Constitution.

Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act is
an enforcement mechanism under
which those who believe that their
15th Amendment right to vote cannot be
infringed upon “on account of race, col-
or, or previous condition of servitude.”

On the other hand, the Equal Protec-
tion Clause of the 14th Amendment
guarantees that states won't “deny to
any person within its jurisdiction the
equal protection of the laws.”

Petitioners have argued that con-
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on Oct. 15, after she presented oral arguments for Louisiana Black voters. JEMAL COUNTESS/GETTY IMAGES FOR LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

sciously sorting voters into districts
based on race violates the Constitution.

The state legislature needs guidance
on how to proceed, whether to consider
race in drawing district lines or not. Still,
despite some news reports claiming
that the Voting Rights Act is in danger,
it’s unclear how the nation’s highest
court will rule.

Part of the trouble with identifying
how the court will land on the issues is
that in oral arguments, the conservative
justices took time to address differing
concerns:

e Justice Brett Kavanaugh noted that
while the Supreme Court has permitted
some race-conscious remedies in the
past, it has done so not in perpetuity but
rather with an endpoint in mind.

e Chief Justice John Roberts asked
about how this case relates to the pre-
cedent set by a similar 2023 case.

e Justice Neil Gorsuch expressed
concerns about maps that “intentional-
ly discriminate,” a signal of his skepti-
cism toward the practice altogether.

Remember, a Supreme Court deci-
sion needs five votes to be a binding pre-
cedent, and to reach that threshold, the
decision might not go as far as certain
justices would on their own.

Supreme Court should end
racial gerrymandering

Race-based districting has no place
in modern society. Racial makeup is just
one of many factors considered in dis-
tricting, and we only treat it differently
due to past injustices.

Other important factors are com-
pactness, contiguity, adherence to
county or city limits, community inter-
ests, incumbent protection and more.

In Louisiana’s desperate attempt to
create a second majority Black district,
lawmakers have neglected these other
important factors. The result is a district
to connect as many Black people as pos-
sible, completely ignoring their regional
proximity, similarity of living situation
or economic context.

Those who advocate for this sort of
remedy engage in an odd form of racial
stereotyping, in which race is a factor
more important to someone’s vote
choice than anything else.

Are the interests of Black Americans
as a constituency better represented
when they are crammed into an over-
whelmingly favorable Democratic dis-
trict, or when they are treated as one of
many constituencies in more competi-
tive races? Voters being grouped with
those who share proximity and have
similar living situations seems a lot
more important to me than skin color.

The Supreme Court should make it
clear that racial gerrymandering is ille-
gal, even if it is in the name of racial jus-
tice. Districting should prioritize group-
ing communities with similar interests
together, regardless of the racial make-
up of its residents.

Dace Potas is an opinion columnist
for USA TODAY and a graduate of De-
Paul University with a degree in politi-
cal science.

@ usA TODAY

Chairman and CEO
Gannett Co.
Michael Reed

Chief Financial Officer
Trisha Gosser

President, Gannett Media
Kristin Roberts

Senior Vice President,
USA TODAY
Monica Richardson

Editor in Chief,
USA TODAY
Caren Bohan

“USA TODAY hopes to serve as a forum for better understanding and unity to help make the USA truly one nation.” — Allen H. Neuharth, Founder, Sept. 15, 1982

Vice President/Group Editor,
Gannett Opinion
Michael McCarter



8A I WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 29, 2025 I USA TODAY NEWS

Ready. Set. Sold.
We make It easy.

From curb appeal to closing deals —
addressUSA has you covered.

Visit us today to get your free home estimate and see where you stand, then take
the next step with an agent who knows how to market your property to the buyers
who matter. From first look to final offer, home selling success starts here.

The next move is yours.

i
2 ¥ Discover more at addressUSA.com ClddreSSUSA



MONEY -

@ USA TODAY | WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2025 | SECTION B

Rivian
ranks
last in
reliability

But EV maker excels in
consumer satisfaction

Liam Rappleye
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY

Usually, unreliability and consumer
satisfaction don’t go hand-in-hand.
But for one electric vehicle manufac-
turer, a dead-last ranking in a reliabil-
ity survey is coupled with a first rank
in consumer satisfaction.

According to Consumer Reports, Ri-
vian placed last in its ranking of relia-
bility, with the consumer-focused
magazine citing electrical issues, fre-
quent repairs and constant over-the-
air updates as cause for the low rank-
ing. For a start-up electric vehicle
manufacturer (Rivian delivered its
first vehicle in 2021), issues such as
these are to be expected as the brand
irons out the kinks in production and
development.

It seems that Rivian’s buyers are OK
with the frequent fixes necessary to
keep their cars on the road because the
brand finished first overall in Consum-
er Reports’ survey of customer satis-
faction. Tesla has been similarly strat-
ified between reliability and satisfac-
tion, too. In the same reports, Tesla
placed 17th out of 22 in the reliability
ranking, but scored third in customer
satisfaction.

Reliability rankings

In Consumer Reports’ roundup of
reliability, which was scored on a scale
0f 1-100, Rivian scored a 14. The meth-
odology for the ranking included es-
tablishing a “problem rate” for all mod-
els in a brand’s portfolio from model
years 2000-2025.

See RIVIAN, Page 2B

An electric pick-up truck is shown at
the Rivian Automotive Inc facility in
Costa Mesa, California, on Nov. 1,
2023. MIKE BLAKE/REUTERS

Average cost
of a new car
reaches a new
historic high

Keenan Thompson
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

The average selling price of a new
car has now eclipsed $50,000 for the
first time in history, according to Kelley
Blue Book.

The price of just about everything
has climbed higher — and new vehicles
are no exception. But when the aver-
age transaction price for a new vehicle
hit $50,080 in September, many car
shoppers surely encountered sticker
shock. The ATP (average transaction
price) this year for new vehicles has
risen 3.6% year-over-year, which is the
biggest increase since spring 2023.
There are several factors driving up
new car prices, including tariffs, the
end of the federal EV tax credit and the
luxury vehicle segment remaining
consistent in sales.

See PRICE, Page 2B
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Automakers
production woes

You can check the headlines
from your home state or city

We survey and compile the top news stories
from all 50 states plus Washington, DC. Page 4B

Disruptions on horizon due to looming chips crisis

Jamie L. LaReau Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK

The Detroit automakers are staring at a looming
semiconductor chip crisis that could put the brakes
on much of their new car production.

A group representing major carmakers has
warned that a dispute between China and the
Dutch government has brought on a disruption in
the delivery of semiconductor chips, which are
used in a variety of car parts.

According to Reuters, automakers and their sup-
pliers received notice from Nexperia last week that
it could no longer guarantee delivery of its chips,
said ACEA, the European Union’s auto association.

The group warned that auto manufacturing
could be significantly disrupted as a result. Reuters
said people at some of the automakers told Reuters
that U.S. car production could be affected as early
as next month. The people requested to not be
named due to the sensitivity of the issue.

The warning comes after the Dutch government
said Sunday that, as of Sept. 30, it had taken control
of Chinese-owned computer chipmaker Nexperia
over concerns of a possible transfer of technology to
Nexperia’s Chinese parent company, Wingtech.
Reuters said most of Nexperia’'s chips are made in
Europe but they are then packaged in China. Nei-
ther side of the company’s operations would be able
to quickly find alternative partners. It is not clear
how long customers’ stockpiles can last.

Auto group urges a quick resolution

Reuters cited court documents as showing the
Dutch government’s move came after months of
mounting U.S. pressure on Nexperia. The chipmak-
er was at risk of being impacted by a new U.S. rule
that extends export control restrictions to

See CHIPS, Page 2B

Toyota develops a small truck
to compete with Ford’s Maverick

Charles Singh
USA TODAY

Toyota is developing a truck to go
toe-to-toe with Ford’s smallest pickup.

The Ford Maverick is a maverick in
more ways than one, debuting as one of
the few standard hybrid trucks on the
market. Aside from being a standard
hybrid, the Maverick also is one of the
smallest trucks on the market, and the
most affordable.

Toyota produces a competitive pick-
up truck in the midsize segment (Taco-
ma) and the full-size segment (Tun-
dra). The Japanese brand is working on
a small truck that will be a direct com-
petitor to the Maverick, according to
MotorTrend.

—

The 2025 Toyota Tacoma.
PROVIDED BY TOYOTA

Can Toyota create a true Ford
Maverick rival?

Toyota Motor Corp. is no newbie
when it comes to producing popular
pickup truck models. The Toyota Taco-

ma is known for its off-roading prowess
and resale value.

Toyota’s Tundra full-size pickup has
gained attention for its powerful engine
options and high-quality steel frame.
On the other hand, the Japanese brand
has yet to produce a truck smaller than
the Tacoma for the American market.

Reasons why Toyota could
produce a capable Ford Maverick
competitor

e Tacoma nameplate success.

e Reputation for affordable and du-
rable models.

e History  of

hybrid  vehicle

See PICKUP, Page 2B
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The “problem rate” is calculated by
surveying customers about each brand
about issues they have had with their
vehicles in the previous year. Using
data from more than 300,000 vehicles
from the 2000 to 2025 model years,
they calculated what types of prob-
lems were appearing — and how often.

Rivian’s score of 14 out of 100 was
significantly outclassed by Subaru,
Lexus and Toyota. Subaru scored
highest with a 68. Lexus, in second,
scored 65. Toyota, a titan of reliability,
scored 62.

Joining Rivian at the bottom is Cad-
illac, which scored a 27. Consumer Re-
ports said that electric vehicles (of
which Cadillac produces several) gen-
erally tend to score lower on reliability
as engineers work out the issues with
the new technology.

These brands were not included in
the study because of a lack of data: Al-
fa Romeo, Chrysler, Dodge, Fiat, Infin-
iti, Jaguar, Land Rover, Lincoln, Lucid,
Maserati, Mercedes-Benz, Mini, Mit-
subishi, Polestar, Porsche and Ram.

Despite the low reliability ranking,
Consumer Reports indicated that Ri-
vian owners love their vehicles,
whether or not they are in need of reg-
ular service.

The first-place finish in customer
satisfaction was Rivian’s second in a
row. The brand was the only one to
score 5 out of 5 on Consumer Reports’
scale, beating out BMW, Tesla,
Porsche and Lexus.

According to the survey, Rivian
scored highly in comfort, driving per-
formance, cabin feature usability and
ownership cost.

What is Rivian?

Rivian is an American electric vehi-
cle manufacturer headquartered in Ir-
vine, California, with its main produc-
tion facility in Normal, Illinois. Found-
ed in 2009, the company built its
brand around high-tech EVs focused
on performance.

The company’s lineup currently in-
cludes the RIT pickup truck and R1S
SUV, both built on Rivian’s electric
“skateboard” platform. The RIT starts
at $70,990, and the standard R1S costs
$76,990. The vehicles boast long
range, off-road capability and ad-
vanced driver-assistance features.

Previously, the automaker an-
nounced plans to launch a more af-
fordable midsize SUV, the Rivian R2,
and a compact model, the R3, in 2026
as it seeks to expand its customer
base. Rivian estimates that the R2 will
cost $45,000, while the price of the
smaller, rally-esque R3 has not yet
been announced.

While long-standing automakers in
the United States struggle to navigate
changes to the EV marketplace, new-
found EV-only brands like Rivian are
simultaneously trying to keep the
growth they made in previous years
under an EV-friendly administration.

Price

Continued from Page 1B

But even with prices reaching an
all-time high, cars keep selling.

EVs hit record sales this quarter

This year, the influx of shoppers try-
ing to get new EVs before the federal
tax credit ended played a big role in
price trends. A record 437,487 EVs
were sold in Q3 with an average sale
price of $58,124.

Tariffs have played a role in these
price increases as well. Automakers
tried to resist raising their prices to see
how things played out. Since the tariffs
officially took effect earlier this year,
brands have been forced to pass along
soaring manufacturing costs to the
consumer. This has led to even the
most affordable makes and models
selling for prices that drive potential
buyers to consider the used market.

Luxury cars are still being sold

For the higher end of the car market,
vehicle sales don't seem to be slowing
down. Executive analyst for Cox Auto-
motive Erin Keating said in a news re-
lease what to expect in the future:

“Today’s auto market is being
driven by wealthier households who
have access to capital, good loan rates,
and are propping up the higher end of
the market,” Keating said. “While there
are many affordable options out there,
many price-conscious buyers are
choosing to stay on the sidelines or
cruising in the used-vehicle market.”

Pickup

Continued from Page 1B

production.

e Experience producing small trucks
internationally.

Toyota has the experience and de-
sign background to produce a compe-
tent Maverick rival in terms of afforda-
bility, size and capability. The reception
of this truck when it eventually hits the
streets is anyone’s guess.

The rise of small trucks in America

There are still plenty of big, powerful
trucks on the market, but there’s no
question that there has been a rise in
small truck production in recent years.
Hyundai’s compact pickup, the Santa
Crugz, hit the streets in the summer of
2021. Ford’s smallest truck, the Maver-
ick, went on sale in late 2021.

Since then, both truck models have
gained attention at automotive shows
and on the enthusiast scene due to their
quirky exterior designs. Slate Auto, an
automotive startup backed by Jeff Be-
z0s, is also developing a small truck to
meet the demand for pickups that slot
below the midsize segment.

Ford sold 12,022 Maverick units as of
July, according to a sales release. The ti-
ny pickup is outselling other Ford mod-
els like the Mustang Mach-E, Bronco

The 2026 Hyundai Santa Cruz. PROVIDED BY HYUNDAI

Sport, Escape, Expedition, and Ranger
pickup truck. Maverick sales increased
by 8.9% year-over-year as of July.

Hyundai sold a whopping 18,845
Santa Cruz pickup trucks as of August
2025, said a recent sales report from
the South Korean automaker. Santa
Cruz sales are down 18% year-over-
year, but the truck remains a popular
model for the brand, outselling Hyun-
dais like the Ioniq 6 sedan and Ioniq 9
SUV.

What to expect from a new
small Toyota truck

Based on existing Toyota truck mod-
els, a new Toyota truck will likely boast
some off-roading ability. Additionally,
it should be built for longevity, like the

Tacoma and Tundra.

The 2025 Toyota Tacoma starts at
$31,590 and is the brand’s current
smallest truck for the American mar-
ket. Ford’s compact truck, the Maver-
ick, starts at $28,145. An entry-level
Toyota truck should start around $30K
(MotorTrend’s estimate), closer to the
Maverick’s starting price.

Toyota has begun the hybridization
of several models in its portfolio, in-
cluding models like the Sienna mini-
van, Sequoia SUV, and Camry midsize
sedan. If the brand really wants to set a
new truck model apart from the Taco-
ma, it can follow in the footsteps of Ford
and make the new small truck a stan-
dard hybrid.

The new small Toyota truck is ex-
pected to debut in 2027.

Suzie Roskandich-McDermott looks over a Ford F-150 Lightning picku

p truck while working on the customer acceptance

line at the Rouge Electric Vehicle Center in Dearborn on May 15. RYAN GARZA/USA TODAY NETWORK

Chips

Continued from Page 1B

companies at least 50% owned by one
or more entities on the U.S. entity list.
Washington put Wingtech, which owns
100% of Nexperia, on the U.S. entity list
in December.

The development has thrown the au-
to industry on high alert with General
Motors and Stellantis saying they are
closely monitoring the situation. Ford
Motor declined to comment.

But the Alliance for Automotive In-
novation, which represents GM, Toyo-
ta, Ford, Volkswagen, Hyundai and oth-
er major automakers, begged for a quick
resolution citing the potential for sig-
nificant economic disruption.

“We don’t know all the circum-
stances surrounding this incident.
What we do know (from very recent ex-
perience) is this: Disruptions to the in-
terconnected automotive supply chain
will quickly ripple inside the U.S. and
around the world,” John Bozzella, CEO
of Alliance for Automotive Innovation,
said in a statement to the Detroit Free
Press. “If the shipment of automotive
chips doesn’t resume - quickly - it’s go-
ing to disrupt auto production in the
U.S. and many other countries and have
a spillover effect in other industries. It’s
that significant. We're urging a quick
resolution, so U.S. and global automak-
ing remains on track.”

GM is working around the clock

As of now, GM’s production has not
been impacted by the burgeoning chip
shortage, but CEO Mary Barra told in-
vestors early Tuesday during GM’s
third-quarter earnings call that GM is
scrambling to ensure it can source
chips elsewhere and mitigate any pro-
duction disruptions.

“This is an industry issue. While this
has the potential to impact production,
we have teams working around the
clock with our supply chain partners to
minimize possible disruptions. The sit-
uation is very fluid,” Barra said.

She said GM’s team “jumped into ac-
tion” to evaluate where there could be
potential disruptions and what differ-

ent sources it could use for chips.

“The team is working around the
clock to get that done,” Barra said.
“We’re very hopeful this is going to get
resolved. In the meantime, the team
continues to work as we speak to make
sure we continue to identify other
sources, so we keep running.”

Stellantis spokesperson Kaileen
Connelly told the Detroit Free Press in
an email: “Stellantis is closely monitor-
ing the situation and collaborating with
Nexperia and other suppliers to assess
potential impacts and develop mitiga-
tion measures.”

Ford spokesman Mike Levine told
the Detroit Free Press, “We don’t com-
ment on supplier issues.”

But this news comes just as Ford is
facing its own pending problem of a
shortage of aluminum because of a fire
at its supplier, Novelis, in New York.
Ford uses aluminum in the bodies of
many of its vehicles, including its top
seller, the F-Series pickup. As the Free
Press has reported, sources said Ford
has paused production of the all-elec-
tric Ford F-150 Lightning and two of its
large SUVs due to the aluminum short-
age.

Ford declined to comment on any ad-
justments to its vehicle production and
said it will provide more details as to
how the aluminum shortage will impact
its fourth-quarter results on Oct. 23
when Ford reports its third-quarter
earnings.

As to the chip situation, Levine di-
rected the Free Press to MEMA, an as-
sociation that represents vehicle sup-
pliers.

Auto supplier group calls on
Trump

MEMA spokeswoman Megan Gard-
ner sent a statement that said the group
is closely monitoring the “recent export
restrictions impacting semiconductors
and diodes, including the develop-
ments related to Nexperia. Suppliers
across the motor vehicle industry are
working to understand the potential ef-
fects on production and supply conti-
nuity.”

MEMA said chips and diodes are
foundational to automotive compo-
nents and systems. They are used in in-

fotainment systems, door handles,
steering and braking. The absence of a
single diode or chip can disrupt the
manufacture of vehicles.

MEMA’s statement said automotive
suppliers source thousands of compo-
nents globally and have made signifi-
cant progress in diversifying their sup-
ply chains since the 2021 semiconduc-
tor shortage.

“However, risk still exists,” the state-
ment said. “This issue reaches far be-
yond Tier 1 suppliers; it affects sub-tier
suppliers throughout the global supply
base that provide the building blocks
for nearly every vehicle system.”

MEMA said it is coordinating with
suppliers, automakers, consumer elec-
tronics partners, and other trade asso-
ciations to assess the full scope of im-
pact, indicating it will turn to President
Donald Trump for assistance if needed.

“Together, we aim to ensure the ad-
ministration understands the potential
consequences for U.S. manufacturing
and supply chain competitiveness and
to support constructive solutions that
protect both national and economic se-
curity,” MEMA'’s statement read.

The last chip crisis

The tiny chips, about the size of a
quarter, indeed can cause big problems.

Four years ago, a shortage of semi-
conductor chips nearly brought U.S. ve-
hicle production to a halt.

Car dealers had barren parking lots,
consumers faced limited options on
new car purchases and many buyers
had to wait months for their new ride to
be built.

The chips are tiny transistors made
from silicon, which is found in most of
the minerals on the Earth’s surface.
They allow computers, smart phones,
appliances and other electrical devices
to function. Most vehicles can't run
without them.

The 2021 chip shortage was the re-
sult of the COVID-19 pandemic, which
increased demand for the personal
electronics such as cell phones and lap-
tops that the chips are used in to the
point where production could not keep
pace with demand.

Contributing: Jackie Charniga and
Liam Rappleye
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GM plans eyes-free driving by 2028

Automaker to roll out
unified software platform

Jackie Charniga
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

General Motors said it is on the cusp
of eyes-free driving and a unified soft-
ware platform for its vehicles, two long-
awaited initiatives the automaker
poured billions of dollars into achieving
while leaning heavily on Silicon Valley
expertise.

The wide-scale advancement of arti-
ficial intelligence expedited several key
projects involving software, an area
where the automaker has repeatedly
faltered, as well as plans to launch ro-
bots in manufacturing plants this year.

GM CEO Mary Barra and other senior
leaders unveiled a series of Al-enabled
initiatives at a news media event on Oct.
22 in midtown Manhattan that the com-
pany called “GM Forward.”

At the event, GM revealed that its
first eyes-off capable vehicle is slated to
hit dealerships in 2028, debuting on the
Cadillac Escalade IQ electric SUV.

Alongside its most advanced driver
assist system ever, the Escalade IQ will
also be the first on GM’s entirely new
software platform.

GM said the new software architec-
ture will soon be standard on both EVs
and gas-powered vehicles and stream-
lined, uniting every major system from
propulsion and steering to infotainment
and safety on a single, high-speed com-
puting core.

The 2026 Escalade IQ starts at
$127,405.

Google integration, cobots

Though some of GM's announce-
ments won't be seen in vehicles for a few
years, consumers will be able to sample
“conversational” Al as early as 2026
through a partnership with Google
Gemini.

Customers will be able to ask ques-
tions audibly and get responses from
Google while driving.

Former Apple engineering leader
Dave Richardson, senior vice president
of software and services engineering,
told reporters that the partnership is a
stopgap until GM is able to integrate its
own proprietary Al system directly into
its vehicles connected by OnStar.

That future tech, Richardson said,
would allow the vehicle to describe new

GM CEO Mary Barra and other senior leaders unveiled a series of AI enabled

Lidad

initiatives at a news media event in midtown Manhattan that the company called
“GM Forward” on Oct. 22. JACKIE CHARNIGA/USA TODAY NETWORK

features directly to drivers, identify and
explain maintenance issues, and even
give restaurant recommendations and
directions.

“It's practical AI that makes your life
better,” Richardson said.

GM also touted its state-of-the-art
robotics it plans to deploy in the manu-
facturing process this year. Called co-
bots, or “collaborative robots," they are
designed to work along with human em-
ployees by undertaking a single-use job
function — but GM hopes to expand
these cobots to take on more complex
work in the future.

GM builds and trains its non-human-
oid cobots at its Autonomous Robotics
Center (ARC) in Warren, Michigan, and
at its sister lab in Mountain View, Cali-
fornia, which employ more than 100 ro-
boticists, Al engineers, and hardware
specialists.

Eyes-off driving

GM said the technology and valida-
tion frameworks it absorbed from the
self-driving startup Cruise allowed it to
more quickly advance its existing ad-
vanced driver assist system, Super
Cruise.

SuperCruise, which GM launched, is
available on 23 GM vehicle models.

GM'’s Autonomous Robotics Center
(ARC) in Warren, Michigan, and a sister
lab in Mountain View, California, are
developing software and manipulation
components for collaborative robots
(cobots) planned to deploy in its U.S.
assembly plants this year.

PROVIDED BY GM

“From an expansion, it will be faster
than SuperCruise,” Barra said. “This is
something you will see us roll out much,
much faster.”

According to the company, GM has
mapped 600,000 miles of North Amer-
ican roads where drivers can navigate
hands-free. In these select spaces, Su-
per Cruise customers have driven 700

million miles without a single reported
crash attributed to the system.

Sterling Anderson, GM executive
vice president, global product and chief
product officer, said the advancement
would be a “cornerstone” of the compa-
ny's business moving forward.

“The system is developed on Al that's
been trained and fine-tuned with real-
world data,” Anderson said, adding that
the increased automation in Super-
Cruise will start with highway driving.
“From there, we'll expand to urban envi-
ronments, ultimately enabling your ve-
hicle to handle errands while you focus
on more important things.”

GM folded Cruise this year and con-
solidated remaining employees into en-
gineering teams dedicated to increasing
driver assist features in personal cars
rather than commercial options like ro-
botaxis.

Folding in the company allowed GM
to leverage more than 5 million fully
driverless miles of experience into its
system.

Software-defined stumbles

News of GM's next-generation soft-
ware platform has been long-awaited.
Software glitches forced the company to
pause sales of its Chevrolet Blazer EV in
December 2023 and its profitable gaso-
line-powered midsize pickups.

But GM previewed some of its soft-
ware plans at a news media event in
May, when Richardson said the new
electrical architecture offers greater po-
tential to not only improve customer
satisfaction but break into new revenue
streams.

The company’s current electrical ar-
chitecture — called VIP or Global B - is
considered a “software-defined” plat-
form, but GM said the next generation
will allow the company to improve vehi-
cles faster through cloud-based, over-
the-air updates, more in line with what
customers expect in other areas of their
lives.

The new system is a more stream-
lined computer with more robust com-
puting power: 10 times more over-the-
air software update capacity, 1,000
times more bandwidth, and up to 35
times more Al performance for autono-
my and advanced features.

“This architecture will support mas-
sive software sharing across our entire
portfolio ... and the payoff is massive,”
Richardson said.

“For customers, it means vehicles are
always up-to-date.”

Escalade vs. Escalade 1Q: It’s about power

IQ’s battery gives it a leg
up on its gas-running kin

Liam Rappleye
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Cadillac Escalade has been an
iconic symbol of luxury and comfort
since it debuted in 1999.

It began as a badged-up GMC Yukon,
powered by a 5.7-liter V-8 pushing 255
horsepower. Over 25 years later, the Es-
calade is still the hallmark luxury SUV,
though things have changed. Since
2024, Cadillac has evolved the Escalade
nameplate and now offers two versions
of the vehicle: The classic, gas-powered
Escalade and the Escalade IQ.

There is an obvious difference: The
IQ is powered by a battery. However,
there is more than a difference in power-
trains that separates the luxury behe-
moths.

Design: Cadillac DNA in two forms

Visually, both the Escalade and Esca-
lade IQ are bold, identifiable vehicles.
The 1Q, though, takes things further
with larger dimensions and a slightly
more futuristic look.

The electric Escalade IQ stretches
more than a foot longer than the stan-
dard Escalade, with a wheelbase 2 inch-
es longer than the longest version of the
gas-powered Escalade, the ESV. The Es-
calade IQ, with a wheelbase measuring
136.2 inches, further eclipses the stan-
dard wheelbase version of the Escalade
(with a121-inch wheelbase) by 15 inches.

Both vehicles look like Cadillacs be-
cause, well, they are. But the internal
combustion Escalade carries a slightly
more traditional Escalade look, while
the IQ features an illuminated grille, a
sloping roofline and a paint-matched
pillar at the rear of the third-row win-
dow that diverges from the standard Es-
calade, which has an all-glass finish at
the back of the vehicle.

Inside, both models tout massive 55-

A Cadillac all-electric 2025 Escalade 1Q luxury SUV is displayed during press day
of the North American International Auto Show in Detroit in 2023.
REBECCA COOK/ REUTERS

inch display screens across the dash-
board. A passenger-side screen that’s
invisible to the driver adds a layer of pri-
vacy and luxury entertainment. In the
IQ, there are up to 126 ambient lighting
colors that give the EV driver options to
customize their atmosphere.

Power and performance:
Gas vs. electric

The 2025 Escalade offers traditional
gasoline-powered powertrains, but
Cadillac has significantly evolved the
power capabilities for its three-row SUV
since its 255-horsepower debut.

The ICE Escalade comes standard
with a 6.2-liter V8 pushing out an im-
pressive 420 horsepower. And if you
want some ridiculous power to couple
with the luxury, the 682-horsepower V-
Series model with a supercharged V-8 is
a great option.

But the most power available in an
Escalade comes in electric form.

The Escalade IQ features dual elec-
tric motors, full-time all-wheel drive,

and 750 horsepower in its high-perfor-
mance mode. Even in the standard set-
ting, the IQ delivers 680 horsepower,
just shy of the highest-performance ICE
model’s best number.

Generally speaking, EVs are heavier
than their internal combustion counter-
parts. The same is true for the Escalade
and the Escalade IQ. The gas Escalade
weighs 6,014 pounds. The IQ, on the
other hand, weighs a whopping 9,134
pounds, one of the heaviest passenger
vehicles on the market.

The battery-powered IQ accelerates
from O to 60 mph in just 4.7 seconds,
with an estimated 460-mile range on its
205 kWh lithium-ion battery. The high-
est-performance ICE Escalade does O-
60in 4.4 seconds, slightly better than its
heavier counterpart. The standard Es-
calade does 0-60 in about six seconds.

Technology and comfort:
Electric luxury

Tech is where the newborn Escalade
IQ one-ups its big brother.

The 1Q offers four-wheel steering —
an uncommon feature — with a turning
radius that is 6.5 feet tighter than the
standard Escalade. On top of nimbler
steering for a larger vehicle, the Esca-
lade IQ offers plush suspension through
adaptive air suspension and magnetic
ride control.

All trim levels of the Escalade IQ have
power-opening, obstacle-sensing
doors, making it a great choice for a
chauffeur. Due to the electric power-
train, too, the IQ offers a 12.2 cubic foot
front trunk with slide-out trays and or-
ganizers.

However, the 2025 gasoline Escalade
isn’t left behind. It shares many of the
IQ’s high-tech features, but not on all
trim levels.

The classic Escalade’s two highest
trim levels feature the same power
doors, an executive second-row pack-
age with massage seats, tray tables, and
headrest speakers. The Escalade comes
standardly equipped with Super Cruise
hands-free driving.

One notable distinction between the
two vehicles is that the gas-powered Es-
calade features Apple CarPlay and An-
droid Auto standard, while the features
are absent in the Escalade IQ, which re-
lies on GM’s native infotainment sys-
tem.

Pricing: Exclusivity vs. relative
accessibility

The Escalade IQ totes a hefty price
tag. It starts at $127,700, with the high
trim levels like the Sport 2 reaching
more than $150,000 before options and
a $2,290 destination fee.

For that price, buyers get what Cadil-
lac calls the most advanced full-size lux-
ury electric SUV on the market today.

Prices for the 2025 gasoline Escalade
are slightly lower, starting at $88,100.
The higher trim levels begin to mirror
the price of the IQ, climbing to $176,000
manufacturer's suggested retail price.
This makes the gas-powered Escalade
the more accessible option, though still
a very expensive vehicle.
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ALABAMA Montgomery: According
to a new report from SmartAsset, the
Heart of Dixie ranks in the top 10
nationwide among states where the
salary needed to live comfortably is
the lowest.

ALASKA Anchorage: A new report
found that Alaska’s tourism season
that ended in April 2025 saw a 1.1%
increase from the previous season,
with more than 3 million people vis-
iting the state, Alaska Public Media
reported.

ARIZONA Phoenix: Arizona State
University’s prospective medical
school received the green light to
recruit its first class of students,
bringing it closer to its official 2026
launch. That’s because the school
received preliminary accreditation
from the Liaison Committee on Med-
ical Education.

ARKANSAS Jonesboro: The Arkan-
sas State University Athletics Depart-
ment said plans to build a 40,000-
square-foot baseball Player Devel-
opment Center at Tomlinson Stadium
and Slayton Family Field are moving
forward, with construction expected
to begin soon, KARK reported.

CALIFORNIA Sacramento: A new
statewide program will alert high
school students that they’ve been
admitted to California State Univer-
sity before they’'ve even applied. But
it could also be a boon to schools
hungry for boosts in enrollment.

COLORADO Pueblo: An overnight
camp that has taught local kids about
hiking, camping, horseback riding,
archery and more for more than

100 years is closing down due to de-
clining usage and increasing costs.

CONNECTICUT Hartford: The Board
of Regents for Connecticut State Col-
leges and Universities — which in-
cludes four regional universities, the
community colleges and the online
Charter Oak State College — voted to
keep tuition fees flat for the second
year in a row but to raise food service
costs and certain programmatic fees,
The CT Mirror reported.

DELAWARE Dover: Former state Rep.
John Kowalko, an unapologetic voice
for Delaware’s progressive movement
and a longtime advocate for govern-
ment transparency, died Oct. 25 at
age 80.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Washing-
ton: Officials said vehicles were dam-
aged and people were assaulted in
three separate violent carjacking
incidents that occurred near Logan
Circle on the evening of Oct. 25, WU-
SA reported.

FLORIDA Daytona Beach: For most of
the 13 years the City Island Recrea-
tion Center has been shuttered, city
managers have repeatedly suggested
that the World War II-era building be
torn down. Now, for the first time, a
majority of city commissioners have
agreed it’s time for the beat-up struc-
ture to come down. At their next
meeting on Nov. 5, city commission-
ers will vote on a proposal to tear
down the 8,000-square-foot building.

GEORGIA Athens: Landmark Proper-
ties recently announced it had raised
$150,000 in its fourth annual Building
Hope Through Homes Invitational
Golf Tournament in Braselton. Land-
mark noted that $140,000 will go to
the Athens Area Habitat for Human-
ity to support the construction of
new homes in the Micah’s Creek
community. The other $10,000 goes
to the Atlanta Habitat for Humanity.

HAWAII Kula: A family is searching
for their prized pet miniature goat
that was stolen from their private
ranch, Hawaii News Now reported.

IDAHO Boise: Idaho Democratic Par-
ty Chair Lauren Necochea said in a
statement that former U.S. Rep. Rich-
ard Stallings has died at age 85,
KTVB reported.

ILLINOIS Bloomington: Illinois’ At-
torney General has filed a lawsuit
against State Farm, arguing the
Bloomington-headquartered compa-
ny should be required to give the
state information about homeowners
insurance policies that it issues na-
tionwide.

INDIANA Indianapolis: The Nickel
Plate Trail will soon become the sec-
ond major rail trail connecting Indi-
anapolis and Hamilton County. But
ongoing construction means that trail
users won't be able to travel its full
length until late next year.

IOWA Woodbine: Over 1,000 mink
were released from a farm near
Woodbine in what Fur Commission
USA called a terrorist act.

HIGHLIGHT: RHODE ISLAND

S

Trees toppled by coastal storms litter the beach at Crescent Park in East
Providence. ALEX KUFFNER/USA TODAY NETWORK

East Providence: The beach at Crescent Park is littered with toppled trees. The
bluff rising up over the strip of sand on the Providence River is slowly collapsing
under the twin forces of rainwater runoff that’s weakening it from above and
storm-driven waves that are undercutting it from below. When the tide’s in,
there’s barely room to walk. East Providence has worked on erosion control pro-
jects, but nothing so far has been able to stop the hillside’s slide. Now, with the
city working toward a plan to reopen the beach to swimming, officials are set to
try out a hybrid solution using a rock wall topped with native vegetation.

KANSAS Salina: SculptureTour
Salina has received the Community
Collaboration Award from the Travel
Industry Association of Kansas,
according to an announcement.

KENTUCKY Frankfort: Kentucky
has ranked among the worst places
in the country for people with Medi-
care benefits. The Commonwealth
Fund, a nonpartisan organization
geared toward creating a more equi-
table health care system, released a
report that ranked each state on
how residents enrolled in Medicare
experience the program and its
benefits. Overall, Kentucky clocked
in as the third worst state, with only
Mississippi and Louisiana behind it.

LOUISIANA New Orleans: A new
study has officially named the home
of the New Orleans Saints the most
haunted stadium in the entire NFL.

MAINE Springvale: Habitat for Hu-
manity of York County is breaking
ground on its 40th home, marking a
major milestone in the organiza-
tion’s ongoing mission to provide
affordable housing. The new build is
located in Springvale. It is the
fourth and final home in the com-
munity — and part of Habitat’s Car-
ter Build Project, a tribute to late
former President Jimmy Carter and
late former first lady Rosalynn Car-
ter’s decades of service and ad-
vocacy.

MARYLAND Princess Anne: Philan-
thropist Mackenzie Scott has donat-
ed $38 million to the University of
Maryland Eastern Shore, the uni-
versity announced. According to the
university, this is the largest single
gift the university has received.

MASSACHUSETTS Worcester:
Nearly 200,000 patients at UMass
Memorial Health could see big
changes to their insurance coverage
if a new contract between the
health system and Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Massachusetts isn’t
reached by the end of this year.
Both sides are at an impasse in
negotiations on a new three-year
contract that will impact 185,000
patients.

MICHIGAN Paradise: The Great
Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society
will have two memorials in honor of
the 50th anniversary since the Ed-
mund Fitzgerald sank on Lake Su-
perior. The commemorative cere-
monies will happen on Nov. 10, with
a public ceremony happening at

2 p.m. and a private memorial at

7 p.m. The public ceremony will be
held outside, underneath the
Whitefish Point lighthouse on the
shores of Lake Superior in Paradise.

MINNESOTA St. Paul: Violent crime
in Minnesota held steady in 2024,
with a small increase in the Twin
Cities area and a decrease in the
rest of the state, according to a Min-
nesota Department of Public Safety
report.

MISSISSIPPI Satartia: A meeting in
Mississippi’s smallest town could
lead to the largest economic devel-
opment project in the history of the
state. An ExxonMobil spokesperson
as well as one of its local lobbyists
met with residents of Satartia in
Yazoo County to discuss the poten-
tial of the company building a pow-
er plant that would energize a data
center for what could ultimately be
as much as a $30 billion project.

MISSOURI Bradleyville: Three
southern Missouri school districts
have been labeled “financially
stressed,” a designation typically
triggered by having too little money
on hand or operating critical funds
in the red. Bradleyville in Taney
County made the list along with
East Carter County in Ellsinore, and
Zalma in Bollinger County.

MONTANA Missoula: Corgis dashed
to the finish line in the inaugural
corgi races at Ogren Park hosted by
Missoula PaddleHeads and the Mis-
soula Valley Corgis on Oct. 25, KPAX
reported.

NEBRASKA Lincoln: Madonna Re-
habilitation unveiled its updated
research institute, KOLN reported.

NEVADA Carson City: Roughly four
out of five Nevada children are
locked out of after-school programs
because the programs are too ex-
pensive or just not offered in their
communities, according to new
analysis from national nonprofit
Afterschool Alliance, Nevada Cur-
rent reported.

NEW HAMPSHIRE Dover: This win-
ter will mark the start of the demoli-
tion of the historic Gen. Sullivan
Bridge, following approval of an
approximately $28.5 million con-
tract.

NEW JERSEY East Rutherford: The
New Jersey Sports and Exposition
Authority approved nearly
$800,000 in spending for structural
work on and near the parking ga-
rage at the American Dream mall as
the complex continues to prepare
for the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

NEW MEXICO Albuquerque: City
officials held a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony to celebrate the opening of
the first section of the long-awaited
Rail Trail in the Sawmill District,
KOB reported.

NEW YORK Valhalla: Westchester
Medical Center will receive up to
$100 million in state funding to
support its takeover of Bon Secours
Charity Health and Health Alliance
of the Hudson Valley, officials said.

NORTH CAROLINA Fayetteville: The
Methodist University Cape Fear
Valley Health School of Medicine
received preliminary accreditation
from the Liaison Committee on
Medical Education. This means it
can start recruiting its first class for
the summer of 2026.

NORTH DAKOTA Mandan: The
North Dakota Department of Com-
merce has awarded a $500,000
Destination Development Grant to
the Morton Mandan Public Library
for the Tourism Makerspace Hub,
which is expected to open in 2027,
KFYR reported.

OHIO Marysville: Honda Auto Plant
in Marysville is scaling back opera-
tions due to supply chain issues
plaguing the auto industry.

OKLAHOMA Oklahoma City: U.S.
Rep. Tom Cole says efforts by some
Texas politicians to move aviation
training out of Oklahoma and to
Texas would happen “over our dead
bodies, politically.” Cole said he and
other federal legislators from Okla-
homa have quashed similar efforts
in the past, including efforts to build
a new training academy outside of
the state.

News from across the USA

OREGON Salem: The Department of
Public Safety Standards and Training
Board revoked the public safety certi-
fications of four police officers, five
corrections officers and one dispatch-
er, and took no action against one
police officer, two corrections officers
and two fire professionals following
allegations of moral fitness violations
both on and off the job.

PENNSYLVANIA Philadelphia: Phila-
delphia, America’s sixth-largest city,
is one of the nation’s unsafest, ac-
cording to a new study. WalletHub
ranked Philadelphia as the ninth-
unsafest city in a ranking of the na-
tion’s 182 largest cities.

SOUTH CAROLINA Columbia: Fam-
ilies who are looking for a festive
place to spend the holiday this year
may want to book their flights to a
certain South Carolina city, according
to Google Flights. The Google-based
app “determined trending travel des-
tinations for Thanksgiving based on
the biggest percentage increases in
searches for trips departing Novem-
ber 23-30 from U.S. airports,” said
Southern Living. South Carolina’s
capital, Columbia, is getting the na-
tional spotlight this time.

SOUTH DAKOTA Aberdeen: A South
Dakota couple wants an Iowa carbon
pipeline company to pay them for
surveying their land against their
will, South Dakota Searchlight report-
ed. Jared and Tara Bossly, of rural
Aberdeen, filed a trespassing lawsuit
in Brown County against Summit
Carbon Solutions and a handful of
affiliated companies they say acted as
agents of the company, according to
the news outlet.

TENNESSEE Nashville: Tennessee
public school teachers and staff may
see new state funding to implement
wearable, silent panic buttons to
communicate swiftly and clearly
during emergencies. State Rep. Ron
Gant and state Senate Majority Lead-
er Jack Johnson announced they will
seek to expand a pilot program that
furnished six schools with such de-
vices in 2024 to fund implementation
in every public school in the state.

TEXAS Borger: Phillips 66 and Kinder
Morgan plan to build and operate a
new 20-inch, 1,300-mile pipeline
connecting Texas and Arizona, a
move that is likely to shift the bal-
ance of the local gasoline supply. The
Western Gateway Pipeline would
transport gasoline and other refined
petroleum products from Borger to
Phoenix. The new pipeline is expect-
ed to complete construction by 2029.

UTAH Lindon: The First Presidency
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints announced that the
public open house for the Lindon
Utah Temple will be from March 12
through April 11, and the dedication
will be on May 3, KUTV reported.

VERMONT Killington: Killington
Resort is investing $22 million into
infrastructure upgrades for the 2025-
26 season, the resort said.

VIRGINIA Petersburg: Virginia State
University extended the contract of
its president, Dr. Makola Abdullah,
for another seven years. Abdullah has
been president of the university since
2016.

WASHINGTON Olympia: Washington
quietly ended funding this summer
for a program that provided millions
of dollars in rebates to farmers who
paid unfair fuel surcharges under
Washington’s landmark climate law,
Washington State Standard reported.
Lawmakers are hoping instead that
legislation enacted in May will make
it easier for farm fuel users and haul-
ers of agricultural goods to receive
the fuel exemption promised under
the state’s cap-and-trade system,
according to the news outlet.

WEST VIRGINIA Bridgeport: The
Preston County Commission agreed
to give $16,000 to KAMP Ambulance
to address payroll concerns, WDTV
reported.

WISCONSIN Oshkosh: Oshkosh will
become home to Wisconsin’s largest
mural by month’s end, when visual
artist Mauricio Ramirez is set to fin-
ish a1,000-foot-long mural by the
riverfront along the back wall of the
Cummins plant.

WYOMING Niobrara County: Two
fossilized “mummies” unearthed by
scientists in the badlands of Wyo-
ming of the duckbilled dinosaur Ed-
montosaurus reveal the external
anatomy in exquisite detail, including
the surprising presence of hooves on
the feet — a first for any dinosaur.

From USA TODAY Network and
wire reports
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Right, from top to bottom: Ohio State’s
Isaiah West, Georgia Tech’s Haynes
King and Navy’s Brandon Chatman

&

Left, from top to bottom: Indiana’s
Elijah Sarratt, Texas A&M’s Jamarion
Morrow and BYU’s Tiger Bachmeier

Unblemished —
but for how long?

Six college unbeatens look to avoid
a potentially costly loss in November

Eddie Timanus UsA TODAY

A college football weekend relatively free of upsets yielded little in the way of ma-
terial ripe for overreaction. So rather than look at individual moments or outcomes,
we’ll take a look at the sport’s most exclusive club.

Entering Week 9, there were only six remaining undefeated members of the Football
Bowl Subdivision. Upon the conclusion of the weekend, well, there are still six. Since
putting together a perfect record is extremely difficult, just speculating about the pos-
sibility of running the table might be considered an overreaction. ... But can it be done?

As fate and mathematics would have it, on the eve of the season’s final month there
could conceivably be five teams left with unblemished slates when College Football
Playoff time arrives, one from each of the top five conferences. Obviously, the

See UNBLEMISHED, Page 2C
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Bob Nightengale
Columnist
USA TODAY

Shohei
Ohtani
redefines
best WS
game ever

LOS ANGELES - It’s getting a little
absurd, isn’t it?

This shouldn't be humanly possi-
ble.

It’s like watching Barry Bonds in his
prime, Reggie Jackson in October and
Albert Pujols in a St. Louis Cardinals
uniform.

Shohei Ohtani is taking this World
Series into his own hands, puttingon a
show that may never be forgotten.

Ohtani had the greatest World Se-
ries performance in Los Angeles Dodg-
ers’ history Monday Oct. 27, hitting
two home runs and two doubles, driv-
ing in three runs, scoring another
three, reaching base a record nine
times, with four intentional walks, and
then watching first baseman Freddie
Freeman hit a walk-off homer in the
18th inning of the Dodgers’ 6-5 victory
over the Toronto Blue Jays in Game 3 of
the World Series.

It was an instant classic, tied for
longest game in World Series history at
18 innings.

Ohtani’s surreal performance has
the Dodgers halfway to their second
consecutive World Series champion-
ship.

They lead the Blue Jays 2 games to1,
hoping to win the next two games at
Dodger Stadium, where they will at-
tempt to clinch their first champion-
ship at Dodger Stadium since 1963.

The painful defeat taught the Blue
Jays two lessons:

e 1. Do Not Pitch to Shohei Ohtani:
And if you do, don’t throw meatballs
down the middle of the plate like Blue
Jays reliever Seranthony Dominguez
did in the seventh inning.

e 2. Do Not Taunt Shohei Ohtani: If
you do, well, you are going to pay the
price.

It was the taunt that was heard
’round the world on the night of Friday
Oct. 24.

“We don’t need you! We don’t need
you!”

Ohtani’s wife thought it was hyster-
ical. Blue Jays veteran pitcher Chris
Bassitt was worried. Ohtani simply
shrugged it off.

Maybe, next time, the Blue Jays
fans will listen to Bassitt who warned
their fans: “Don’t poke the bear.”

The Blue Jays fans, remember, were
the ones laughing at Ohtani’s expense
in Game 1 when they were routing the
Dodgers 11-4, chanting to Ohtani in his
last plate appearance:

“We don’t need you! We don’t need
you!”

While Dodgers manager Dave Rob-
erts claimed that Ohtani didn’t under-
stand the chant, his superstar ac-
knowledged that he indeed heard it.

See NIGHTENGALE, Page 2C

Dodgers designated hitter Shohei
Ohtani celebrates after hitting a
home run during the seventh inning
in Game 3. KIYOSHI MIO/IMAGN IMAGES
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“I'thought it was great,” Ohtani said.
“My wife loves that chant, so she
teased me a little about it.”

Ohtanilaughed, saying he hopes his
wife doesn’t start saying the same
chant at home.

Still, if the Blue Jays faithful though
they were getting under Ohtani, guess
again?

“m focused during my at-bats,”
Ohtani said, “so it doesn’t really bother
me or anything like that.”

Apparently not.

Ohtani, who was hitting .224 this
postseason in the Dodgers’ first 12
games (11-for-49), tormented the Blue
Jays early and often and was the only
reason the Blue Jays didn't win the
game in regulation.

He hit a ground-rule double in his
first at-bat.

He homered in the third inning.

He hit a run-scoring double off the
center-field fence in the fifth inning.

He tied the game in the seventh in-
ning with a homer.

He was intentionally walked in the
eighth inning.

He was intentionally walked in the
1th inning.

He was intentionally walked in the
13th.

He was intentionally walked in the
15th.

He was walked on four pitches in
the 17th.

He became the first player in World
Series history to reach base nine times
and joined Frank Isbell of the 1906 Chi-
cago White Sox as the only players in
history to produce four extra-base hits
in a World Series game.

Ohtani also became the first player
in modern-day baseball history to pro-
duce 12 total bases in consecutive
home games, with his three-homer
performance in the Dodgers’ pennant-
clincher against the Milwaukee Brew-
ers.

“Ido feel better at the plate recently,
so in that sense it’s been good overall,”
Ohtani said Sunday. “I do everything in
my power to make sure that I'm pre-
pared as much as possible and being at
the plate with the right mentality. But
you have to give some credit to the oth-
er side as well.”

Well, on this night, he flipped the
script, and the Blue Jays had no choice
but to give him credit, intentionally
walking him four times.

It set the stage for the fourth walk-
off homer in Dodgers’ World Series his-
tory, and a night no Dodger fan will
ever forget.

Follow Bob Nightengale on X:
@Bnightengale

JAYNE KAMIN-ONCEA/IMAGN IMAGES

Freddie Freeman celebrates with Dodgers teamm

i

ates after hitting a leadoff, walk-off home run in the 18th inning.

Record-breaking numbers
in Game 3 of World Series

Steve Gardner
USA TODAY

The Los Angeles Dodgers’ marathon
Game 3 victory over the Toronto Blue
Jays in 18 innings was an instant clas-
sic for so many different reasons -
from Shohei Ohtani’s latest incredible
individual performance to Freddie
Freeman’s walk-off homer.

But to fully appreciate what we wit-
nessed (or more likely couldn’t stay
awake long enough to see), we need to
take a deep dive into the numbers.

Although it fell just short of the
longest game in MLB playoff history —
second only to the Dodgers’ 7-hour,

20-minute victory over the Boston Red
Sox in Game 3 of the 2018 World Series —
the 2025 extended remix against the
Blue Jays was certainly amazing in its
own right.

Here’s alook at some of the eye-pop-
ping stats from the Dodgers’ 6-5 win on
Monday Oct. 27:

¢ 18: Innings, tying a record for the
longest World Series game

0 6:39: Time of game, the second
longest in World Series history

e 3: Career walk-off postseason hits
by Freddie Freeman, tying him with Da-
vid Ortiz and Carlos Correa for the most
in baseball history

44: Players used by both teams in the

game, including a record 19 pitchers

130: Combined at-bats by both
teams, smashing the record of 118 set by
the Dodgers and Red Sox in 2018

19: Runners left on base by the Blue
Jays, the most by a single team in World
Series history, breaking the record of 15
held by six different teams

9: Times Shohei Ohtani reached base
in Game 3 (two home runs, two doubles
and five walks), an all-time postseason
record

4: Intentional walks to Shohei Ohta-
ni, also a postseason record (six players
— including David Ortiz, Albert Pujols,
Josh Hamilton and Barry Bonds — previ-
ously had three)

Unblemished

Continued from Page 1C

postseason will start reducing that list
even further, so we’ll limit our exercise
to which members of the unbeaten club
have the best chance to reach the Playoff
still unscathed.

Ohio State/Indiana

Obviously the Buckeyes
and Hoosiers can't both be
unbeaten after the Big Ten ti-
tle game since under this sce-
nario they’ll have played each
other in Indianapolis. That said, both of
them have a good chance of getting
there with 12-0 marks, but for one small
matter.

We'll start with the Hoosiers, who
only have one more home game in No-
vember, a probable romp over offense-
challenged Wisconsin. None of Indi-
ana’s three remaining road dates, how-
ever, loom as being particularly daunt-
ing. Maryland has improved but can’t
seem to close in the fourth quarter, Penn
State will have an interim coach and a
backup quarterback and Purdue is just
trying to make it to basketball season.

Ohio State also faces Penn State and
Purdue, and the Buckeyes’ other re-
maining dates are at home against
UCLA - which just received a reality
check from Indiana - and Rutgers,
which had a similarly humbling result
against Oregon.

Then there’s the Thanksgiving week
finale. We don’t even have to say it, do
we, Ohio State fans? In truth, if the
Buckeyes can shed their own collective
mental baggage they’ll beat a largely
one-dimensional Michigan team with
little fanfare, and in the process check
that last box on Ryan Day’s coaching
résumé. But a rivalry can be a strange
beast. So with all that stated up front,
we’d say the Big Ten champ has the best
chance to reach Selection Sunday
unscathed.

Ohio State safety Malik Hartford (9) and Sonny Styles react during the road win

vs. Wisconsin on Oct. 18. SAMANTHA MADAR/THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH — USA TODAY NETWORK

Texas A&M

AM The Aggies have a road
date at Missouri and a season
finale at renewed rival Texas

(see above on rivalry games), but for the

most part they’ve done the heavy lifting

already with the first two months of the

season successfully negotiated. A&M’s

biggest remaining obstacle then will

likely come in the SEC title game. It
could be another recent upstart like Ole

Miss or Vanderbilt awaiting the Aggies

in Atlanta. But it’s more likely to be Ala-

bama or Georgia, programs accustomed
to the bright lights and the big stage.
Even with a loss there, the Aggies
would still have plenty on their resume
to warrant Playoff inclusion, and per-
haps still a bye to the quarterfinals. But
an SEC title with a 13-0 ledger would
present a compelling argument for the
top overall seed — unless the Big Ten

champ is also perfect. But that’s an
overreaction debate for another day.

Georgia Tech

" Having already survived a
couple of games decided on
the final play, the Yellow

Jackets can’t exactly guarantee victory
just by stepping on to the field. We’ll al-
low that their remaining ACC contests
are winnable, however, though their fi-
nal league test against Pitt in a few
weeks is looking trickier.

After that, of course, is the annual
showdown with Georgia. The Bulldogs
have gotten the better of it for a number
of years, but Tech has closed the gap of
late and by rights probably should have
won last year’s meeting. Up next then
would be the conference final against —
Miami? Virginia? Louisville? Someone
else? Suffice it to say that is very much

up in the air at this point.

Could the Jackets make the Playoff
without winning the ACC? It’s unlikely
without a win against Georgia to bolster
their at-large case. But again, that’s a
hypothetical argument that will be tak-
en up on another day, possibly by the
committee members themselves.

z' BYU
U We'd say that of the Power
Four conference leaders,

BYU’s path to perfection is the most
treacherous. Then again, the Cougars
passed one of their remaining road tests
this weekend at Iowa State, overcoming
an early two-score deficit in the process.

But two Big 12 road trips remain
against ranked opponents. The next one
in two weeks might be the toughest at
Texas Tech, then a couple of weeks after
that is an even longer flight to Cincin-
nati. The good news is the Cougars have
the coming week off to prepare for the
difficult stretch drive. They might not
have to win all of their November games
to play for the conference title, but
they’ll probably need to at least split
those two road dates.

Navy

Let’s state this up front.
What the Midshipmen have
accomplished thus far to get
to 7-0 is tremendous, and quarterback
Blake Horvath absolutely belongs in the
Heisman discussion. But with that said,
Navy is the longest of long shots on this
list to run the table, simply by virtue of
having the toughest November
schedule.

Navy’s finishing stretch in the Amer-
ican is tough enough, starting with next
week’s trip to 7-1 North Texas. A home
date with 6-2 South Florida and a sea-
son-ending visit to 7-1 Memphis are also
on the docket. And, oh yeah, there’s also
the trip to Notre Dame in two weeks. But
though perfection is a tall order, Navy
could win the league, and yes, even
make the Playoff. This whole exercise is
about daring to dream, right?
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NFL POWER RANKINGS

No change at top
for first time in

four Oct.

Nate Davis
USA TODAY

NFL power rankings entering Week 9
of the 2025 season (previous rank in pa-
rentheses):

1. Kansas City Chiefs (1): Rekindled
TE Travis Kelce is a microcosm for a re-
kindled dynasty, one that’s won five of
six heading into the teeth of its schedule
- starting Sunday Nov. 2 at Buffalo.

2. Green Bay Packers (4): Christian
Watson returned, with significant ef-
fect, Sunday night Oct. 26, and fellow
WR Jayden Reed shouldn’t be too far be-
hind for an offense seemingly loaded
with 1A weapons - even if a No. 1receiv-
er has yet to emerge. An already acceler-
ating team could be poised to hit anoth-
er gear.

3. Los Angeles Rams (2): They made
a very nice pick-up Monday, acquiring
CB Roger McCreary to fortify a defense
lacking for little but depth — a forward-
thinking move that basically seems to
have January in mind.

4. Indianapolis Colts (3): How well
is it going for the team with the league’s
best record (7-1)? QB Daniel Jones was
sacked on third down Sunday ... for the
first time this season. Also, MVP candi-
date Jonathan Taylor is on pace for more
than 2,200 yards and 30 touchdowns
from scrimmage.

5. Detroit Lions (5): They haven’t
lost at home this season. They haven’t
lost at home to the Vikings since the
2020 season.

6. Seattle Seahawks (6): Coming out
of their week off, they hit the road — ex-
actly where coach Mike Macdonald and
crew play their best football - for four of
their next six games.

7. Denver Broncos (7): Awesome as
this pass rush has been, now up to a
league-leading 36 sacks, how many of
the coverage variety will it lose with in-
jured CB Pat Surtain II set to miss a few
games?

8. Philadelphia Eagles (8): Their bye
comes at a terrible time after the offense
put up 59 points and nearly 800 yards
over the past two weeks. Their bye also
comes at an ideal time given RB Saquon
Barkley left their win hobbled by a groin
injury.

9. New England Patriots (12): Seven
of their final nine opponents currently
have losing records. Not only do the Pats
appear to be back, they could be right
back to having the No.1playoff seed that
became so customary during the TBI12
years.

10. Buffalo Bills (9): RB James Cook’s
216-yard rushing performance Sunday
was the most by a Buffalo player since
0.J. Simpson had 273 in a game 49 years
ago.

11. Tampa Bay Buccaneers (10): An
injury-riddled offense has really hit the
skids the past two weeks, both in terms
of output and mistakes made. The bye
arrives right on time even as the Bucs
begin pulling away in the NFC South.

12. Pittsburgh Steelers (11): Are the
wheels coming off here? The league’s
worst (by far) pass defense will next be
charged with slowing down the high-
powered Indy offense. And Sunday
night provided further evidence this of-
fense isn’'t built to overcome even mod-
erate deficits.

13. Los Angeles Chargers (20):
Amazing what the return of LT Joe Alt
and some sweet uniforms will do for a
struggling offense.

14. Jacksonville Jaguars (14): Com-
ing off an ugly “home” game in London
and their bye, they’ll only play in Duval
County once between now and Dec. 7.

15. Houston Texans (22): The pass-
ing offense finally came to life Sunday -
naturally, the absence of WR1 Nico Col-
lins (concussion) was the missing piece.

16. San Francisco 49ers (15): Well ...
the defense picked off its first pass in 14
games, snapping a league-record
drought in that department. Otherwise,
it was torn asunder by C.J. Stroud and
company.

17. Chicago Bears (13): Their league-
high 16 takeaways have greatly contrib-
uted to the fact the Bears’ average start-
ing field position is their own 33-yard
line, best in the league. Coulda used one
of those turnovers in Baltimore.

18. Carolina Panthers (16): When
you lose three starting offensive line-
men in one game, it probably doesn’t
matter much who’s taking the snaps.

19. Dallas Cowboys (17): Remember
when Jerry Jones cited an emphasis on
stopping the run as a reason to move on
from DE Micah Parsons and reconfigure
this defense? Seems to be going great,

weeks

The Chiefs are getting players back,
and quarterback Patrick Mahomes
has led Kansas City to three wins in a
row. JAMIE SQUIRE/GETTY IMAGES

Dallas surrendering nearly 168 rushing
yards per game over the past five
weeks.

20. Baltimore Ravens (25): Now
15-3 all-time following a bye week,
coach John Harbaugh faces a big game
Thursday night — will QB Lamar Jack-
son actually play in his native South
Florida? — before another mini-bye.

21. Washington Commanders (19):
Monday night’s loss dropped them to
13th place in the NFC - if only two
games behind the Niners, who cur-
rently hold the conference’s final wild-
card spot. The return of QB Jayden
Daniels will obviously help, but this of-
fense also has a lot of other issues to
address.

22. Minnesota Vikings (21): They
lost QBs Sam Darnold and Daniel
Jones in the offseason ... and have al-
ready lost more games in 2025 (four)
than they did in 2024 (three). Coinci-
dence?

23. Cincinnati Bengals (23): Sun-
day was a reminder that this team is
basically a more expensive version of
last year’s. So why bother rushing QB1
Joe Burrow back this season?

24. New York Giants (24): Not only
is the loss of injured RB Cam Skattebo
bad for the offense and bad for busi-
ness, it’s also very likely going to be
bad for the development of rookie
QB Jaxson Dart as his arsenal con-
tinues to dwindle.

25. Arizona Cardinals (26): A team
that’s lost five in a row has somehow
been outscored by one point over the
course of the entire season. Still, un-
clear if the expected return of QB Kyler
Murray is truly a net gain for a team
seeking to get back to net positive in
the points department.

26. Cleveland Browns (27): Sacks
became an official individual statistic
in 1982. Before Sunday, no player had
ever had a five-sack performance — in
a double-digit loss. DE Myles Garrett
just continues to distinguish himself ...
in the darkness.

27. Miami Dolphins (31): That’s
30 touchdowns in 36 career games for
RB De’Von Achane — and there should
be alot more coming as he is on course
for his first season with at least
300 touches.

28. Atlanta Falcons (18): Is there a
more vexing team? Getting rocked by a
Miami squad fresh off getting rocked
by Cleveland suggests these birds are
headed for a dirty finish.

29. New Orleans Saints (29):
They’re not a good team, but Sunday
was one of the rare times when they
didn’t show up. It’s time to look at
rookie QB Tyler Shough and others be-
fore the course for 2026 is charted.

30. New York Jets (32): Apparent-
ly, all they needed was for RB Breece
Hall to throw a game-winning TD pass
—just the fourth non-QB to do so in the
final two minutes of regulation or over-
time in a game during the Super Bowl
era.

31. Las Vegas Raiders (28): Geno
Smith, Jamal Adams and now Tyler
Lockett? Pete Carroll seems deter-
mined to reconstitute an older version
of the average-at-best Seahawks
teams that concluded his tenure in
Seattle.

32. Tennessee Titans (30): Johnny
Hekker, one of the best specialists
who’s ever lived, booted his 1,000th
punt Sunday. He might reach 2,000 by
season’s end.
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Chiefs wide receiver Rashee Rice celebrates with quarterback Patrick Mahomes

after scoring a TD during the fourth quarter. DENNY MEDLEY/IMAGN IMAGES

Mahomes and Rice
among winners in
Monday night victory

Tyler Dragon
USA TODAY

The Kansas City Chiefs are starting
toresemble the team that’s been to five
Super Bowls over the past six seasons.

Patrick Mahomes and the Chiefs
won their third straight game, routing
the Washington Commanders 28-7 on
Monday night Oct. 27. The Chiefs
scored 21 unanswered points in the
second half against a Jayden Daniels-
less Commanders team.

Mahomes finished the win with
299 passing yards, three touchdowns
and two interceptions.

He continued to produce on the
ground, adding 30 rushing yards on
four attempts.

The Chiefs improve to 5-3 and keep
pace with the Los Angeles Chargers
and Denver Broncos in a competitive
AFC West. Washington drops to 3-5
and is now 1-2 without Daniels this
season.

USA TODAY Sports examines the
winners and losers from Monday’s
interconference matchup:

WINNERS FROM
CHIEFS VS. COMMANDERS

Patrick Mahomes joins
exclusive club

Mahomes joined Hall of Famer Pey-
ton Manning as the only players in NFL
history with at least 40,000 passing
yards in their first nine seasons, in-
cluding playoffs.

Mahomes threw an interception on
each of Kansas City’s first two drives,
but the second INT wasn’t his fault.

The Chiefs star QB responded after
the early turnovers with a touchdown
drive on the team’s third possession.

Mahomes led Kansas City to three
straight touchdown drives in the sec-
ond half to break the game open. He
went 25 of 34 passing for 299 yards,
with three touchdowns and two inter-
ceptions. Finishing with a104.9 passer
rating.

Mahomes’ ability to buy extra time
and extend plays with his legs was a
theme throughout the win.

Rashee Rice is undoubtedly
Kansas City’s No. 1 wide receiver

Three touchdowns in two weeks for
Rashee Rice.

Rice found the end zone again in
just his second game back from a six-
game suspension. He had a team-high
nine catches for 93 yards and a touch-
down.

The wideout has 16 receptions,
135 receiving yards and three touch-
downs in two weeks since making his
2025 debut.

TE Travis Kelce ties
Chiefs’ TD record

Travis Kelce caught a 10-yard
touchdown pass from Mahomes in the
third quarter. It was the tight end’s
83rd touchdown of his career, which
tied Priest Holmes for the franchise
record.

Kareem Hunt

Kareem Hunt is a constant threat in
the red zone. The Chiefs running back

had a receiving touchdown and a rush-
ing touchdown in the win.

Chiefs offensive line

Kansas City’s O-line had a nice night
without one of the best guards in the
league in Trey Smith (back) and rookie
left tackle Josh Simmons (personal).

Mahomes had ample time to throw
and was rarely pressured. The Chiefs
came into Week 8 with the ninth-best
pass block win rate in the NFL, per
ESPN.

Zach Ertz enters the 800 club

The Commanders veteran tight end
joined Tony Gonzalez, Jason Witten,
Travis Kelce, Antonio Gates and Shan-
non Sharpe as the only tight ends in NFL
history with 800 career receptions.

Zach Ertz had four catches in the loss.

LOSERS FROM
CHIEFS VS. COMMANDERS

Dreadful second half for
Washington after 7-7 first half

The Commanders had only two first
downs in the third quarter. The fourth
quarter wasn’t any better, as they moved
the chains only twice in the final period.
Washington was held scoreless in the
second half after the game was tied 7-7
at halftime.

The offense
67 yards after halftime.

The Commanders defense did give
up 21 points after halftime, but it was
hard to fault the defense because their
offensive teammates provided no help.

gained only

Commanders’ fourth-down
efficiency

The Commanders went 0-2 on fourth
downs. One of Washington’s failed at-
tempts came on a virtual measurement.

Deebo Samuel

Deebo Samuel had a bad drop on
Washington’s first series. He took his
eyes off the ball on a short pass and
the ball ricocheted off the front of his
helmet and into the hands of Chiefs
DE Mike Danna.

The turnover squandered what was a
promising opening drive for the Com-
manders that would’ve given them early
momentum.

However, Mahomes threw an inter-
ception on the Chiefs’ ensuing posses-
sion.

Samuel wasn't effective. He had
three catches for 11 yards and one rush
for1yard in the loss.

Washington drops third straight

The Commanders (3-5) have lost
three consecutive games. They host the
Seattle Seahawks in Week 9.

AFC West

After a 0-2 start, the Chiefs have won
five of their last six games.

Kansas City has the same record as
the (5-3) Los Angeles Chargers and they
are one game behind the (6-2) Denver
Broncos in the loss column.

The Chiefs have a 10th straight AFC
West title well within their grasp.
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Make Saban, Meyer say no not a joke
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Every coaching search starts in nearly
the same fashion from the average fan’s
perspective.

You think of your dream candidate.
Let’s just say Urban Meyer. Because,
well, Meyer or someone very much like
him is often the average fan’s dream
candidate.

Mr. Average Fan demands that the
folks doing the hiring pull together some
stupid money and “make Urban say no!”
before moving on to other candidates.

Fast-forward to the end of the search.
The school hires some stiff who’s not
named Urban Meyer, and not named
Nick Saban, and the average fan knocks
back a triple shot of copium and con-
vinces himself this new coach isn’t so
bad and that a national championship is
just a few short years away.

Except, the stiff is actually a stiff. He’s
fired within a few short years. The proc-
ess repeats.

That’s how it usually unfolds, anyway.

But, now here’s LSU needing a coach,
and I'm not rolling my eyes or laughing
when I hear, “Make Urban (or Saban) say
no!” I'm certainly not dismissing the idea
of Lane Kiffin researching Baton Rouge’s
top hot yoga studios.

If there’s one athletic director in
America who’s proved he’s comfortable
spending stupid money and forcing
someone to say yes, it's Scott Woodward
at LSU.

LSU, Scott Woodward
don’t hire cheap

Woodward’s responsible for the
$75 million guaranteed offer that took
Jimbo Fisher from Florida State to Texas
A&M. He’s responsible for the $100 mil-
lion offer (most of it guaranteed) that
transported Brian Kelly from Notre
Dame to LSU.

To be clear, those hires amount to
money poorly spent. Stupid money be-
came just stupid. Neither Fisher nor Kel-
ly delivered the expected return on
investment.

Woodward’s other hires using his
swing-for-the-fences approach include
LSU women’s basketball coach Kim Mul-
key and baseball coach Jay Johnson.
They’ve supplied national champion-
ships.

“Feel like there’s no limitation,” Wood-
ward said of his hiring approach, while
appearing last summer on the “Navigat-
ing Sports Business” podcast. “Go after
the best you could get.”

Former Alabama football coach Nick Saban introduces President Donald Trump before a commencement address to
University of Alabama graduates at Coleman Coliseum. GARY COSBY JR./THE TUSCALOOSA NEWS

I could make the very obvious rebuttal
that, in the case of Fisher and Kelly,
Woodward didn’t hire the best coach he
could get. Perhaps, he just hired the most
expensive one he could get.

One thing Woodward’s never done,
from Washington to Texas A&M to LSU?
Gone cheap.

With this school and this AD, pipe
dream candidates can become reality.

LSU exactly the type of
school to make Urban Meyer
and Nick Saban say no

Gambling oddsmakers earmark Tu-
lane’s Jon Sumrall as the favorite to land
the job. I'd point out that when this job
opened in 2021, Kelly wasn’t even includ-
ed on the odds chart.

Woodward’s best football hires came
at Washington. He sacked Tyrone Wil-
lingham and hired Steve Sarkisian.

When Sarkisian left, Woodward made
what remains his best hire. He nabbed
Chris Petersen, whose starting pay
dwarfed most of his mates in the Pac-12.

“If people (say), ‘Oh, you overpaid for
something, well, how do you know that?
I thought it through. Maybe I didn’t
(overpay),” Woodward told me, in 2022,
of his philosophy. “Or, I underpaid for
something. (People) know the cost of it,
but do they know the value of it?”

“It's always worked for me that the
best predictors are usually past perform-
ances,” he added.

Years after Woodward left Texas A&M
for LSU, the Aggies fired Fisher and re-
placed him with Mike Elko, a cheaper
choice. Elko is positioning to lift the Ag-
gies to heights Fisher never reached.
He’s proving what a great bang for the
buck looks like.

Woodward’s misfires on Kelly and
Fisher don’t mean, though, that he’ll

reverse course and cheap out. Kiffin
would be worthy of a lucrative offer.

Get past Kiffin, and I like Louisville’s
Jeff Brohm, who’s currently making less
than $6 million. Tulane’s Sumrall is
building an SEC résumé. So, too, is Geor-
gia Tech’s Brent Key.

But, 'm wondering whether this
search makes it that far.

Because, if LSU calls Saban (make
sure to call Miss Terry, too) and Meyer,
proceeds to Kiffin, then moves to Ore-
gon’s Dan Lanning and Notre Dame’s
Marcus Freeman, and it makes each say
no, how far down the list would it make it
before someone says yes?

Woodward’s just the type of guy
who’d try to find out.

Blake Toppmeyer is the USA TODAY
Network’s senior national college football
columnist. Email him at BToppmeyer@
gannett.com and follow him on X
@btoppmeyer.

Collier to WNBA players: Can’t back down

Heather Burns
USA TODAY

With the clock ticking on the WNBA
collective bargaining agreement (CBA),
Minnesota Lynx free agent Napheesa
Collier explained what the players are
fighting for in a profile in Glamour
magazine.

Facilities and charter flights are
among the talking points in the new
CBA. But revenue sharing is where the
rubber hits the road for the WNBA and
its players as the deal expires on Friday,
Oct. 31. Very few, if any, on either side
believe a new CBA will be reached by the
deadline. An extension can be agreed
upon before a lockout is put into place.

“You know, everything is so great in
Minnesota. We share everything with
the men’s team (the NBA’'s Minnesota
Timberwolves). So whatever they have,
we have,” Collier says. “After learning
that (other teams) don’t even have prac-
tice facilities, they don’'t even have
changing rooms, they don’t have all
these things. It just feels really unjust.”

Collier, the WNBPA vice president
and co-founder of 3-on-3 league Unri-
valed, would like to see an equal playing
field. She referred to the New York Lib-
erty being fined $500,000 in 2022 for
violating the CBA using charter flights
for travel during the 2021 season. The
WNBA started a charter flight program
in 2024 but it has not been codified in
the CBA.

“I feel like that is not a hard thing for
me to fight for because I'm a player in
this league too. I want to lift this up for
everyone,” Collier said. “I don’t mind
that New York takes planes. I'm glad for
you guys. But it shouldn’t be unfair (to
the point) where (some) people are liv-
ing in squalor.”

The sides went back and forth after
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver ap-
peared on the “Today” show on Oct. 21

CHRISTIAN PETERSEN/GETTY IMAGES

and took issue with a question about
revenue sharing. Craig Melvin asked if
WNBA players should get a larger piece
of the revenue pie. “They get 9% of total
revenue compared to roughly 50% of
the revenue of NBA players. Should they
be getting a larger share of revenue in
the WNBA?”

“Yes,” Silver said. “I think ‘share’ isn’t
the right way to look at it because
there’s so much more revenue in the
NBA. You should look at it in absolute
numbers in terms of what they’re mak-
ing. They are going to get a big increase
in this cycle of collective bargaining.
And they deserve it.”

The WNBPA clipped Silver saying “I
think ‘share’isn’t the right way to look at
it” to its Instagram story with the

Napheesa Collier is the vice president of the WNBPA.

caption, “Don’t want to share?” and
tagged the commissioner.

“You know they know it’s bad when
the best they say they can do is more of
the same: a fixed salary system and a
separate revenue-sharing plan that only
includes a piece of a piece of the pie, and
pays themselves (the league) back first,”
WNBPA executive director Terri Jack-
son said in a statement sent to The Ath-
letic on Oct. 22.

“We’ve come to the table prepared to
do business. They’'ve responded with
bad math and are hoping everyone
doesn’t understand what ‘uncapped’ ac-
tually means. Adam Silver said it him-
self on behalf of the WNBA. ‘Share isn’t
the word.’ It’s not in their vocabulary.”

The WNBA came back with its own

statement to ESPN, saying: “It is incor-
rect and surprising that the Players As-
sociation is claiming that the WNBA has
not offered an uncapped revenue shar-
ing model that is directly tied to the
league’s performance. The comprehen-
sive proposals we have made to the
players include a revenue-sharing com-
ponent that would result in the players’
compensation increasing as league rev-
enue increases — without any cap on the
upside.

“It is frustrating and counterproduc-
tive for the union to be making misrep-
resentations about our proposals while
also accusing the league of engaging in
delay. That is simply not true.

“While we have delivered compre-
hensive proposals that seek an agree-
ment that will benefit all, the Players As-
sociation has yet to offer a viable eco-
nomic proposal and has repeatedly re-
fused to engage in any meaningful way
on many of our proposal terms. We
stand ready to continue negotiating in
good faith and hope they will do the
same so that we can finalize a mutually
beneficial new CBA as quickly as
possible.”

The WNBA has undergone unprece-
dented growth since the last CBA was
signed in 2020. Investment, franchise
valuations, attendance, ratings and
merchandise sales have all increased.
The league’s $2.2 billion media deal also
kicks in next season.

For her part, Collier told Glamour the
players are steadfast in getting what
they believe they deserve.

“If we give in, we’re not only doing a
disservice to us, we're doing a disser-
vice to where we have gotten in women’s
sports,” she said. “We really have no
choice but to stand strong again, not
just for the present, but for the future of
our league too. We are standing really
firm on what we want and we’re not go-
ing to give in before we get it.”
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NBA WEEK 1 WINNERS AND LOSERS

Wemby and scandal set the chatter

Lorenzo Reyes
USA TODAY

The first week of the 2025-26 NBA
season is through and already there’s no
shortage of compelling storylines at
work.

And, thus far, the action has been
thrilling — from the double-overtime
thriller between the Houston Rockets
and the defending champion Oklahoma
City Thunder, to Victor Wembanyama’s
appointment viewing highlights.

Some teams, however, haven’t quite
gotten the starts they wanted. The Rock-
ets, for example, got their first win on
Monday Oct. 27 after dropping a pair of
close ones.

But the season is long and we’re only
getting started.

The winners and losers from Week 1:

WINNERS

Victor Wembanyama makes
early case for MVP

It seems like every night the Spurs
play, there’s a new Wemby highlight
that pushes the limits of what’s possible
on a basketball court.

Spurs phenom Victor Wembanyama,
still only 21, has seen the offseason work
on his body pay off. He bulked up but is
moving more fluidly. His jumper is
steadier and he’s not afraid to flash his
range. He’s getting to the line far more
often. And it’s clear he’s on his way to a
stretch of defensive dominance for
years to come.

He became the first player to score
100 or more points and block 15 or more
shots through the first three games of a
season. He actually did it with 18 blocks.
In fact, heading into the third game of
the season, if he alone were a team, he
would’'ve been tied for sixth in the
league in blocks.

More important, the Spurs are 4-0.

What championship hangover?

The Thunder have shown no drop-off
after celebrating their first NBA Finals
win since moving to Oklahoma City.

And, once again, the Thunder are do-
ing it on defense, leading the NBA in rat-
ing, allowing just 104.4 points per 100
possessions.

All that, and consider this: The Thun-
der still are without star forward Jalen
Williams, who is recovering from off-
season wrist surgery.

The rookie class of 2025

Cooper Flagg got most of the love this
offseason, but this is a deep rookie class
— and one that already has key contrib-
utors.

VJ Edgecombe is averaging 25 points
through three games for the 76ers. Dy-
lan Harper became the youngest guard
in NBA history to post a game of 20 or
more points, five or more rebounds, five
or more assists and zero turnovers.

Kon Knueppel has pitched in for the
Hornets and Collin Murray-Boyles
dropped 19 points off the bench Monday
against the Spurs on 7 of 13 shooting.

The Miami Heat are
off to the races

Before the season, NBA general man-
agers voted Erik Spoelstra as the best
head coach in the NBA. Three games in,
he’s showing one of the reasons why.
Spoelstra has completely overhauled
Miami’s offense, unleashing the post-
Jimmy Butler Heat as a transition team.
One season after ranking 27th in pace,
generating just 97.08 possessions per
48 minutes, Miami leads the NBA
(109.67). The Heat are barely setting
screens, allowing players to race out in
transition, exploiting favorable
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The Spurs are undefeated in large part because of the play of forward/center Victor Wembanyama, who is averaging
31 points, 4.8 blocked shots and 13.8 rebounds per game. STEPHEN LEW/IMAGN IMAGES

76ers rookie guard VJ Edgecombe, drivin

g against Magic center Wendell Carter

Jr., is averaging 25 points, 6.0 assists and 5.7 rebounds. BILL STREICHER/IMAGN IMAGES

matchups without letting the defense
settle.

Norman Powell (24 points, 7.3 re-
bounds, 2.7 assists) has been solid, and
the Heat should be even better when Ty-
ler Herro (foot) returns. The only ques-
tion is whether it’s sustainable.

LOSERS

Rocked by gambling scandal,
NBA has fans talking about
wrong thing

The Rockets-Thunder season open-
er, as mentioned, was a classic. Wemba-
nyama is doing things we’ve never seen
on a basketball court. Yet most of the
coverage last week focused on the ex-
plosive gambling scandals that have im-
plicated current Trail Blazers coach

MARKETPLACE TODAY
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Chauncey Billups and Heat guard Terry
Rozier, both of whom were placed on
immediate leave.

The league will have to improve its
public perception and win back any
eroded trust from fans. And - even if
they’re cleared following what might be
alengthy legal process — Billups and Ro-
zier might effectively see their careers
end just by association.

Lakers already scrambling
because of injuries

It seemed like Luka Doncic' — who av-
eraged 46 points, 1.5 rebounds and
8.5 assists though Los Angeles’ first two
games — would be able to shoulder the
load while LeBron James (sciatica) re-
covered. But now Doncic will miss at
least a week with finger and leg injuries.

The good news for the Lakers is that nei-
ther issue appears serious.

But Gabe Vincent suffered a sprained
ankle, so Austin Reaves will need to light
up box scores for Los Angeles to remain
competitive. That’s only magnified be-
cause Jaxson Hayes (knee) and Maxi
Kleber (oblique) are banged up in the
frontcourt.

The Rockets might have
a point guard problem

Adding Kevin Durant made Hous-
ton’s offense an elite unit. Losing point
guard Fred VanVleet to a torn anterior
cruciate ligament showed that the Rock-
ets might not be able to cover up their
lack of point guard depth.

Houston has tried Amen Thompson
at point guard, and he has looked solid
at times. Center Alperen Sengiin has
brought up the ball at times. Backup
Reed Sheppard has done it off the
bench, but he’s more of a shoot-first
player.

Houston has plenty of talent to mask
the issue, but they could certainly use a
playmaker to feed Durant, Sengiin and
emerging forward Jabari Smith Jr.

It likely won't be an issue in the reg-
ular season. In the playoffs, however ...

The revamped Magic -
and their splash addition -
sputter out of the gate

Orlando, after adding Desmond Bane
to bolster its shooting, was a team ex-
pected to make a jump in the wide-open
East. So far, however, the Magic haven't
seen any jump at all in their offense. One
season after ranking 27th in offensive
rating (108.9), the Magic (1-3) are now
25th (108.1). And the same issue from
last season — 3-point shooting — per-
sists. The Magic rank 29th in the NBA,
converting 3’s at just a 29.1% clip.

Bane, a career 40.9% shooter from 3,
is converting shots from beyond the arc
at just a 27.2% rate.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Services (RFP 2025-11308)

com/portal/portal.cfFm?CompanyID=15598
PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE:

via Microsoft Teams Meeting
PROPOSAL DUE DATE:

The Port of Portland is requesting proposals from
qualified and experienced firms to provide:

¢ Document and Information Lifecycle Management

In order to be considered, the Offeror must complete and
submit a proposal to the Port of Portland in accordance with the
solicitation documentation available at https://www.planetbids.

Wednesday, November 12, 2025, 9:00 AM LOCAL Time

WANT TO ADVERTISE?
ASK US...WE CAN HELP!

Place your advertisement
in USA TODAY’s Marketplace!

To advertise, call: 800-397-0070
or email: sales@russelljohns.com

December 17, 2025, BEFORE 3:00 PM LOCAL TIME.

CONTACT: Kim Alander, 503-415-6596
or kim.alandar@portofportland.com
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rain is projected to fall across a
large area from the Mississippi
Valley to the mid-Atlantic today.
A strong onshore breeze along
the East coast will lead to rough
surf, coastal flooding and beach
erosion. Other than a few coastal
showers, the Northeast is expect-
ed to be largely dry and mainly
cloudy. sol
Wind gusts of 40-50 mph in the
Plains will be capable of blow-
ing around unsecured objects.
Travelers along east to west in-
terstates will experience strong
crosswinds. Plenty of sunshine is
expected in the Southwest.
Showers will extend into por-
tions of northern Washington
and Idaho. Elsewhere, Hurricane
Melissa is expected to bring
life-threatening flooding and
strong winds to Cuba and the
Bahamas.
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Blue Jays say don’t count them out yet

Gabe Lacques
Columnist
USA TODAY

LOS ANGELES - As they trudged off
the Dodger Stadium grass in the wee
minutes of Oct. 28, the Toronto Blue Jays
experienced feelings only a precious few
ballplayers across a century of this game
have confronted: losing an 18-inning
World Series game.

Hey, when it’s first team to four that
wins a world championship, every loss is
costly. And the bill for this one will be ex-
orbitant in Games 4 and 5.

Freddie Freeman’'s home run leading
off the bottom of the 18th inning didn’t
just elevate the Dodgers to a 6-5 victory
and a 2-1 World Series advantage Mon-
day Oct. 27. It also exacerbated the many
problems Toronto will face both getting
back in this Series and, against the odds,
reclaiming the upper hand.

Not that the Blue Jays are focusing on
that. Manager John Schneider is the
master of cheerfully refusing to consider
what just happened might impact what
will happen.

“The Dodgers didn’t win the World Se-
ries today. They won a game,” says
Schneider in his postgame dissection,
long after the clock struck midnight on
the West Coast.

“These guys are going to be ready to go
tomorrow. I love the way we played. I love
the way we fought.”

Schneider is rightfully proud of his
dudes but it’s probably not a bad idea to
peek under the hood and ponder the Jays’
reality.

They have a Shohei Ohtani problem:
The game’s greatest player didn't just
reach base arecord nine times in as many
plate appearances, drop two home runs
and two doubles on Toronto and still go to
bed dreaming of dominating them on the
mound.

He also illustrated the problems of
pitching around him. Sure, it took 18 in-

The Blue Jays’ Vladimir Guerrero Jr. reacts after being forced out at second base

in the 18th inning of Game 3 of the World Series. PATRICK SMITH/GETTY IMAGES

nings, but turn over that Dodger lineup
enough, and eventually a former MVP
will come around to beat you if you insist
Ohtani doesn’t.

“Again, man, the guy’s a great player,”
says Schneider. “There’s certain times
where I feel like you feel better about
someone else beating you. If that some-
one else is Mookie Betts or Freddie Free-
man, it still stings.

“It’s not the easiest thing in the world
to just walk him and face Mookie and
Freddie.”

Says Toronto third baseman Ernie
Clement: “He’s the best player to ever
play this game. Reaching base nine times
—Ithink I was1-for-8, so wish I could take
a couple of those from him. It’s amazing.

“You can’t let him beat you. We inten-
tionally walked him, pretty much, four
times, at least. It’s a no-brainer.”

They have a pitching problem: Game 4
starter Shane Bieber had averaged just
4 % innings in his three playoff starts this
season, all against lineups not nearly as
potent as the Dodgers’.

Now, consider the state of the relief
corps — all of whom pitched in Game 3 -

that will align behind him.

Long man Eric Lauer pitched a gallant
4 % innings, keeping Toronto alive be-
tween innings 12 through 16, requiring
68 pitches. Closer Jeff Hoffman pitched
two innings, burning 33 throws.

Five other relievers threw between
19 and 29 pitches, and while you can say
the Dodgers also had to cover 18 innings,
will also have pitchers down because of
it, they also have something Toronto does
not:

Shohei Ohtani, starting Game 4.

No wonder the Blue Jays will, even
more than usual, place “unavailable” on
its banned list of words this week.

“Honestly, I think almost everybody’s
going to be ready to go tomorrow,” says
Lauer, who might be whisked away by
pitcher’s protective services, if such an
entity exists, should he throw a pitch in
Game 4.

“It's the World Series: Nobody wants
to miss an inning, no one wants to be
down. Do whatever you can to get your-
self ready tomorrow and ready to go.”

And they have a health problem: DH
and leadoff man George Springer, whose

body was already compromised in mul-
tiple fashions, left the game after
wrenching his left side on a swing in the
seventh inning. He underwent an MRI.

Second baseman Bo Bichette has
made significant contributions in this
World Series since returning from a 48-
day absence due to a knee ligament
strain. Yet he is also far from 100% and is
replaced either by a pinch-runner or on
defense late in games.

Springer’s exit and Bichette’s limita-
tions burned the Blue Jays in Game 3,
with massive holes in the lineup creating
the impression they might never score
again.

And for the last 11 innings of Game 3,
they didn’t.

“We owe them some runs tomorrow,
for sure. We'll get on that,” says Clement.

Postseason pitching is already a dif-
ferent, uncaged animal, and the World
Series is its most extreme example, since
there truly are no tomorrows. Toronto
was prepared, mentally, to adjust to
whatever role might come before its
pitchers.

As the 17th and 18th innings unfolded,
there were crazy sights to behold in the
Dodgers’ and Blue Jays’ bullpens: Yoshi-
nobu Yamamoto, the Dodgers’ Game 2
winner who threw a complete game two
days before, getting ready to come in if
necessary.

And Shane Bieber, Toronto’s Game 4
starter, likely getting tapped to pitch the
19th inning, if it got that far.

It didn’t. And now, Toronto’s pitching
problem is not mental adjustments to
playoff ball but rather a physical one,
pondering limitations and efficacy as it
aims to win three of the next four games.

“This is playoff baseball. You saw who
was getting ready in their bullpen. And
who was getting ready in ours,” says Blue
Jays Game 2 starter Kevin Gausman.
“That just shows you this time of year is a
little different. And playing that long of a
game is a little different. Throw all your
normalities out the window when it
comes to this time of year.”

Oh, Game 3 was plenty abnormal. Stay
tuned for the fallout.

Dodgers’ 18-inning victory is one for the ages

Bob Nightengale
Columnist
USA TODAY

LOS ANGELES - Hall of Famer Sandy
Koufax may be 89 years old — hasn’t
thrown a single pitch in 60 years — but
was so excited Monday night Oct. 27
that he rushed into the Los Angeles
Dodgers clubhouse, almost ready to put
on a uniform himself.

This is the 121st World Series played,
and no one has ever seen a game quite
like it, featuring 44 players, 19 pitchers, a
batter reaching base nine times, five
outs recorded on the bases, a player be-
coming the first to hit two walk-off hom-
ers in the World Series, a reliever who
wasn’t even on the playoff roster until
four days ago becoming the winning
pitcher, in a game that lasted 18 innings,
tied for the longest in World Series
history.

It was that kind of zany and historic
night at Dodger Stadium, where the
Dodgers outlasted the Toronto Blue Jays
6-5 — an instant World Series classic
lasting 6 hours, 39 minutes, with Fred-
die Freeman hitting a walk-off homer to
lead off the 18th and give the Dodgers a
2-games-to-1 series lead.

“It’s one of the greatest World Series
games of all time,” Dodgers manager
Dave Roberts said. “I'm spent emotion-
ally. We got a ball game later tonight
(Tuesday at 8 ET), which is crazy.”

Oh yeah, and the guy taking the
mound is the guy who just reached base
nine times, Shohei Ohtani, who hit two
homers and two doubles and was
walked five times - four times inten-
tionally.

“I'hope we don’t lose sight,” Freeman
said, “our starting pitcher got on base
nine times tonight. Just incredible.”

Yet despite the historic performance,
Ohtani was almost an afterthought as
the game went on, being intentionally
walked in the ninth, 11th, 13th and 15th
innings, and walked on four pitches in
the 17th inning.

While Ohtani was being walked, re-
liever Justin Wrobleski, after pitching in
the sixth inning, kept running in and out
of the Dodgers clubhouse for 11 innings
with his other teammates who were out
of the game, furiously changing sweat-
shirts, shoes, pants and anything for
good luck.

“I went sweatshirt, then I went no
sweatshirt, and then I went three differ-
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The Dodgers celebrate defeating the Blue Jays in the 18th inning of Game 3 of

S

the World Series at Dodger Stadium. KIRBY LEE/IMAGN IMAGES

ent pairs of shoes,” Wrobleski said. “The
third pair of shoes finally worked.”

Infielder Miguel Rojas was getting his
arm loose, and was ready in case the
Dodgers wanted to turn to a position
player after already using 10 pitchers,
with Roberts saying on TV during the
game that he was nearly ready to do just
that.

“I was trying to get myself ready,” Ro-
jas said. “I was going to throw every-
thing I have, even that eephus pitch.”

Dodgers starter Yoshinobu Yamamo-
to, who threw a complete game just two
days earlier, actually was warming up in
the bullpen as the game ended, ready to
come in for emergency relief.

There was Ohtani, who said he was
tired and just wanted to go to bed,
knowing he was scheduled to take the
mound in a few hours.

It was a night where Freeman was the
hero, becoming the first to hit multiple
walk-off homers in World Series history.

But another man who will be forever
remembered in Dodger folklore is Will
Klein. He is a 25-year-old journeyman
who has pitched for five teams, was
added to the World Series roster at the
last minute, and who pitched four
scoreless innings to perhaps save their
season.

When Freeman’s fly ball sailed over
the center-field fence, he thrust his right
arm high into the air, and then both
hands as he circled the bases and
crossed home plate.

Nearly the entire team encircled

Klein to congratulate him as the winning
pitcher.

What was said exactly?

“Probably nothing that was in Eng-
lish,” Dodgers third baseman Max Mun-
cy said. “Tt was just a bunch of gibberish.
I was too tired, too excited, but we all
made sure to give him a hug and tell him
how important that was.”

While it may have been a blur to
Muncy and his teammates, pardon
Klein if he remembers every detail the
rest of his life.

“That was so cool,” Klein said. “I nev-
er dreamed that anything like this would
happen. So just having all those guys
like kind of celebrating me for a second
there was just insane. I don’t think I
could have dreamt a dream that good.

“Yeah, that was crazy.”

So was the entire game.

There were 10 runs scored in the first
seven innings, and not another until
Freeman’s 18th-inning homer.

There were five runners thrown out
on the bases, four ending innings.

There were 44 players used, includ-
ing19 pitchers, with not a single reliever
left in either bullpen.

“I think we’ll be talking about this
game for a long time,” Muncy said. “We
always talk about a regular playoff game
is like playing three extra-inning games.
And we basically just played a double-
header back-to-back today.”

And, of course, there was Klein.

“He will be remembered as a hero,”
Rojas said.

Said Freeman: “Will Klein, MVP of
the game.”

Considering Klein was a last-minute
replacement on the World Series roster
because of a family emergency with
left-handed reliever Alex Vesia, when
did Klein realize he might be summoned
into the game in the 15th inning?

“When Ilooked around in the bullpen
and my name was the only one still
there,” he said, laughing. “I was just go-
ing to go until I couldn’t, and that’s kind
of what happened and, thankfully,
Freddie saved us from Yamamoto hav-
ing to do the same thing ...

“Idon’t think I could have ever imag-
ined that this would happen.”

The Dodgers were riding so high after
the game they insisted they weren't
physically exhausted, only mentally
wiped out, and Roberts entered the
clubhouse to tell them how proud he
was of each and every one of them.

Heroes were everywhere he looked.

There were nine relievers who gave
up just one run in 13 % innings.

There was Will Smith who caught all
18 innings.

There was Yamamoto who came to
the bench and volunteered to pitch in
relief.

And, there was three-time Cy Young
winner Clayton Kershaw, who entered
the game with the bases loaded in the
12th inning, the first time he had pitched
in an extra-inning game in his career.

Kershaw promptly induced a weak
ground ball by Nathan Lukes, ending
the inning, and sending 52,654 fans into
hysterics, wondering if that was per-
haps Kershaw’s final World Series game.

“It was a big out for us,” Kershaw said.
“Ithought it was going to be a bigger out,
but we played like nine more innings.”

And while Yamamoto never came
into the game, the fact that he told Rob-
erts and the coaching staff he was ready
to pitch, and warmed up furiously in the
bullpen, it only exemplified the Dodgers’
unselfishness.

“That’s a testament to our team that
he’s willing to go do that,” Freeman said.
“It took every single guy tonight, and for
him to want to do that, I think that just
shows you who we are as a group. We'll
do anything to win the game.”

Said Kershaw: “That’s just unbeliev-
able. He throws a complete game two
days ago, has cross-country travel, gets
in at 4 in the morning, had one day rest
basically, and is ready to go out and
pitch. Sometimes, that’s what you need
to win a World Series. We've got a lot of
guys in here willing to sacrifice.”
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Coach Steve in a hardcover book

So, your son or daughter plays sports. What now? Youth sports has become a $40 billion industry, fraught

with pitfalls but also boundless benefits our kids can carry with them throughout their lives. How do we find the
“right” team, coach and experience? Stephen Borelli (aka “Coach Steve”) and his wife have lived in this realm for
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figures past and present (many of them parents) from Annika Sorenstam to Andre Agassi, Shannon Miller, Caitlin
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*cover not final
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MAKING WAVES
JOHN DICKERSON

John Dickerson is saying goodbye to
CBS after 16 years. The co-anchor of
the “CBS Evening News” is set to
leave the network at the end of 2025.
“I am extremely grateful for all that
CBS gave me,” he shared Oct. 27 on
Instagram, thanking his colleagues
“who’ve made me a better journalist
and a better human.” Dickerson, 57,
and Maurice DuBois took over as
“CBS Evening News” co-anchors in
January following the departure of
Norah O’Donnell. News of his exit
comes weeks after Bari Weiss, foun-
der of The Free Press, became editor-
in-chief of CBS News.

IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY
WHO’S CELEBRATING TODAY

Animator-filmmaker
Ralph Bakshi turns 87.
Actor Richard Drey-
fuss, 78. Actor Kate
Jackson, 77. Voice
actor-comedian Dan
Castellaneta, 68. Actor
Rufus Sewell, 58. Actor
Joely Fisher, 58. Actor Winona Ry-
der, 54. Actor Tracee Ellis Ross, 53.
Actor Gabrielle Union, 53. TV pro-
ducer-writer Michael Schur, 50. Actor
Ben Foster, 45. Actor Cleopatra Cole-
man, 38. Actor India Eisley, 32.

— USA TODAY Network

Dre’)-/fuss'

HOROSCOPE | SANCTUARY
More: www.sanctuaryworld.co

Aries (March 21-April 19). Have the
future all set up in your mind? Big
visions meet surprising detours.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Innovating
your finances? Brainstorm new strate-
gies to make your money work for you.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Sudden
changes can test your patience in
partnerships. Do you decide on your
own? Or do you listen to others?

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Chaos
might show up in work or health. Do
these disruptions have you thinking
differently about your routines?

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Your mind is
ready to play! Mercury entering Sagit-
tarius today stimulates your creative
faculties. What do you want to ex-
press?

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Imagining a
more expansive home life? Speak one
clear boundary about your personal
space to set the precedent.

Libra (Sept.23-Oct. 23). A casual con-
versation may incite a sudden revela-
tion today. Your mind ventures into
uncharted territory.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Money talks
may be uncomfortable today. Hidden
fears around value or dependence
coming up? Let it all shake out.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your
words are electric today! However,
others may find you unsettling. Speak
your truth without bulldozing connec-
tion.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Work can
feel chaotic now! Mercury moving into
Sagittarius amplifies the mental un-
rest.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Word from
a friend may surprise you today! Pre-
sented with an unexpected invite?
Spontaneity can lead to fun.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Ambition
may be on your mind, but a disruption
at home could distract your focus.
Learn through the chaos.

Neil Diamond’s presence
fueled ‘Song’ world premiere

The singer missed the event in Los Angeles,
but the film’s stars made a connection. Page 2D

MOVIES

Allison Williams
NATHANIAL GARY/
USA TODAY

Williams gets

serious

about

rom-dramas

Clare Mulroy usa TopDAY

NEW YORK - Allison Williams has starred in such horror movies

as “Get Out” and “M3GAN;,” soared across the stage in “Peter Pan

'”

Live

and made us laugh (and cringe) in “Girls.” But she didn’t

think anyone would want to see her in a romantic drama. e “Re-

gretting You” director Josh Boone helped changed her mind.

“I just didn’t think of myself as a
romantic lead,” Williams tells USA
TODAY in a sit-down interview. “I
don’t know if I want to see myself get
the guy or whatever. I don’t know if I
would root for myself on screen. But
I was like, if (Boone) thinks I can do
this, then maybe there’s something
about my vibe that I can’t detect that
is actually going to work in this me-
dium.”

Based on Colleen Hoover’s book,
“Regretting You,” now in theaters,
stars Williams, Dave Franco, Mc-
Kenna Grace and Mason Thames.

Williams, also a producer on the
film, plays Morgan Grant, a young
mom who finds out her husband and
her sister were having an affair after
they both die in a car accident. Her
complicated grief deepens a rift

with her teenage daughter Clara
(Grace), whose college dreams and
new beau (Thames) Morgan does
not approve of. Complicating mat-
ters further is her late sister’s part-
ner, Jonah (Franco), who has had
feelings for Morgan since their
school days.

A movie that’s ‘not too scary’
for Allison Williams’ friends

Williams says acting in “Regret-
ting You” is partially an act of ser-
vice for her friends - it’s the project
of hers that they’re most excited to
see.

“I know friends who live across
the country who are doing viewing

See WILLIAMS, Page 2D

Morgan (Allison Williams) and Jonah (Dave Franco) face family secrets
after an accident in “Regretting You.” PROVIDED BY PARAMOUNT PICTURES

Keira Knightley makes her
debut with children’s book

“l Love You Just the Same” was inspired by
drawings made for her daughter. Page 4D

MUSIC

Carlile’s
‘Myself”
reflects
on aging

Melissa Ruggieri
USA TODAY

Almost exactly a year ago, Brandi
Cazlile took a bow with Joni Mitchell at
the final “Joni Jam” concert at the
Hollywood Bowl and the next morning
hopped a flight to New York.

Full of feelings after closing a chap-
ter in which she became Mitchell’s
muse and champion, Carlile retreated
upstate to meet with The National’s
Aaron Dessner, himself a guardian of
the introspective as a producer and
songwriter.

Alone in a barn on Dessner’s prop-
erty, Carlile wrote a poem that became
“Returning to Myself.” Her words be-
came lyrics and eventually, the title
track to her eighth studio album out
now.

Four years since her stunning
Grammy-winning “In These Silent
Days,” Carlile, 44, has released 10 po-
tent songs focusing on the reflection
that comes with aging (A War With
Time”); love for her family including
wife Catherine Shepherd and young
daughters Evangeline Ruth and Elijah
(“A Long Goodbye”); and the visceral
rocker that reminds of the power of the
First Amendment (“Church & State”).

BRAXBCARLILE
RETUAE NG TO MTE

Teaming with pop-rock maestro
Andrew Watt — a kindred spirit since
working with him this year on “Who
Believes in Angels?,” her project with
Elton John - and Dessner, as well as
Bon Iver’s Justin Vernon, and lifetime
collaborators Tim and Phil Hanseroth,
Carlile extracted various vibes for her
new songs.

She’ll take her new tunes on the
road beginning Feb. 10 in Philadelphia
for a North American arena tour with
The Head & The Heart (tickets are on
sale Oct. 31) and debut a couple of the
tracks during her fourth career ap-
pearance on her favorite show, “Satur-
day Night Live,” on Nov. 1.

Carlile also will perform at the Rock
& Roll Hall of Fame induction ceremo-
ny Nov. 8 in Los Angeles, which airs
live on Disney+.

Chatting from her home in Wash-
ington state while receiving a vitamin
IV following a long flight back from the
East Coast, Carlile is typically contem-
plative, candid and wryly funny as she
talks about midlife crisis, Mitchell’s
funny response to Carlile’s new song
about her and why Elton John threat-
ened to spank her.

Question: I was going to ask how
these past years spending so much
time with Joni and Elton informed
you as a songwriter and musician,
but that you have a song called “Jo-
ni” on your new album answers
some of that.

Answer: Oh, I got so much unin-
tended wisdom from both of them. Jo-
ni doesn’t dole out advice. You absorb
through osmosis, the telling of the sto-
ries. Elton blew apart any semblance
of any musical boundaries. I had rules
and templates and Elton just taught
me how to be — and Joni, too — decisive
and to stand behind my first instincts.
Neither of them is going to sit around
dithering. Know what you want and do
it.

A lyric in “Joni” refers to her as a
“wild woman.” Do you call her a wild
woman when you’re together? And
the line that “she’s a game of soli-
taire” really stands out.

Joni is a wild woman in the sense
that she’s utterly and totally untamed.

See CARLILE, Page 2D
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Absent Diamond present at ‘Song’ premiere

Bryan Alexander
USA TODAY

LOS ANGELES - Singer/songwriter
legend Neil Diamond was not physically
able to attend the world gala premiere of
“Song Sung Blue” that closed the AFI
Fest 2025 on Oct. 26.

But Diamond, 84, did the next best
thing to show love for the musical drama
filled with his classic songs: The “Sweet
Caroline” singer FaceTimed stars Hugh
Jackman, Kate Hudson and writer/di-
rector Craig Brewer on the premiere red
carpet from his home in Colorado.

Hudson told USA TODAY the video
call from Diamond was “very emotional.
We all wish that he could be here.”

“It was so sweet,” she said. “He said
that he wishes he could be there, but he
can’t. And that he loves the movie. He
even said that he wishes his mother and
dad could have been here tonight.”

Introducing “Song Sung Blue” at the
TCL Chinese Theatre, Jackman refer-
enced the FaceTime call with Diamond.

“I told (Diamond) that I might be
mentioning that we spoke, and asked if
he had a message for everyone,” Jack-
man said. “He said, ‘Yeah, tell everyone,
‘Ilove them and keep on singing.’”

There was plenty of singing at the
world premiere, which saw Diamond’s
wife of more than a decade, Katie
McNeil Diamond, represent the couple.

Jackman stepped out with new part-
ner Sutton Foster, the Broadway power-
house and his costar in the 2022 Broad-
way revival of “The Music Man.” The
couple have been getting red-carpet of-
ficial with recent outings, five months
after the finalization of Jackman’s di-
vorce from Deborra-Lee Furness in May.

Hudson attended the premiere with
her partner, Danny Fujikawa, and her
brother Oliver Hudson.

“Song Sung Blue” stars Hugh Jackman and Kate Hudson paid tribute to Neil

——— s TR

Diamond at the Oct. 26 AFI Fest premiere. LISA O'CONNOR/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

What is ‘Song Sung Blue’ about?

“Song Sung Blue” is based on the true
story of Milwaukee couple Mike Sardina
(Jackman) and his wife, Claire (Hud-
son). The real-life couple formed a trib-
ute band, Lightning & Thunder, dedicat-
ed to Neil Diamond’s music in 1987. The
two formerly hard-luck performers,
each divorced with children, blended
their families and achieved enough pro-
fessional success to open for Pearl Jam
and Eddie Vedder in Milwaukee.

The movie is based on the 2008 doc-
umentary “Song Sung Blue,” directed by
Greg Kohs.

The world premiere audience enthu-
siastically received the musical. The
first star duet between Jackman and
Hudson - a perfect, tender Milwaukee
living-room version of Diamond’s love
song, “Play Me” — prompted spontane-
ous audience applause in the theater.

Hudson shows powerhouse vocals
alongside the tested Broadway perform-
er Jackman. Producer John Fox said

Neil Diamond, at the Carousel Ball on
Oct. 11, had to miss his Hollywood
premiere. TOM COOPER/GETTY IMAGES

Jackman advocated casting Hudson for
the role.

“Hugh Jackman is a huge, huge Neil
Diamond fan who actually had seen the
original documentary,” Fox said. “And he
loved that documentary so much, he
just said, Tm in! and it was his idea to
cast Kate. And she is lights out.”

Producer John Davis said Diamond,
who was diagnosed with Parkinson’s
disease in 2018 and retired from touring,
granted full access to his song catalog
for the movie.

The movie includes “Sweet Caroline,”
which has been reborn as a stadium an-
them in Europe and with the Boston Red
Sox, as well as hits such as “Song Sung
Blue,” “Forever in Blue Jeans” and
“Cracklin’ Rosie.”

“Neil saw the movie about four weeks
ago in a private screening with his fam-
ily and loved it,” Fox said. “This movie is
a love letter to Neil Diamond.

“He’s still in Colorado tonight, but
he’s with us in spirit.”

“Song Sung Blue” opens nationwide
Dec. 25.

Carlile

Continued from Page 1D

She can’t be known or predicted or con-
vinced. She is a completely unlocked
woman. And she plays solitaire! One of
my favorite things to do is sit in her
kitchen while she plays and tells me sto-
ries. I sit there like a little schoolgirl.

What did she say when she heard
the song?

She was so cool. Everybody always
worries because Joni is a formidable
character and the sheer amount of re-
spect people feel for her might make
them intimidated of someone who is
really just fun. So she called me an ass-
hole and it made me feel seen. (Laughs)

I knew the song “You Without Me”
sounded familiar and it’s because it’s
also on your album with Elton. Why
did you decide to put it on this album
as well?

Elton believed it belonged in both
places. When I played (“Returning to
Myself”) back for Elton he implored me
to put in on the new album. To be exact,
he threatened to spank me!

You produced the album with An-
drew Watt, Aaron Dessner and Justin
Vernon, who all have very different,
very distinctive sounds in their songs.

Sometimes I was getting three vibes
in one song, like “Human.” If there was a
song that one produced, the other
would play on it. I don’t know if records
are made as communally anymore, but
they should be. It gets everyone invest-
ed in the spiritual health of the project.

In the artist notes for the album,
you talk about writing in Aaron’s barn
in upstate New York and how being
totally alone was an anomaly for you.
Was it really that different for you to
write that way?

Ido often write by myself, but ... there
was no one there in that barn and I was
on another coast from my kids and my
wife. There’s being alone and being
alone. I know how to be alone in a
crowded room.

In “A Woman Oversees” you have a
lyric about being north of 40 and all of
“A War With Time” deals with aging.
Do you feel you’re at the point of, not a
midlife crisis, but a recalibration?

Oh, you can use the term midlife cri-
sis. The most comforting thing about all
humans is when we realize we’re all a
(expletive) cliché and no one is special.
I'm probably having a midlife crisis but
I'm not buying a motorcycle or having an
affair.

“Church & State” is such a great
rock song, but also very powerful with
the part that quotes Thomas Jeffer-
son’s 1802 letter to the Danbury Bap-
tist Association about the First
Amendment. How did you decide to
include that?

I was thinking of ideology on its way
out. That as it’s exiting, it’s as loud as it

Brandi Carlile’s eighth studio album,
“Returning to Myself” is out now. She
will embark on a North American
arena tour with The Head & The Heart
in 2026. PROVIDED BY PHIL MCDONALD

“Speak truth to power, but
be human. It’s easier said
than done.”

Brandi Carlile

came and I do think it’s darkest before
the dawn. So instead of a guitar solo I
thought of commentary. I just decided
to read it. I didn’t even know if I would
keep it in there, but it’s the essence of
the song.

And live, you’ve been shouting
that part.

I have atendency to shout in the mic
and I have no idea why (laughs). I
thought maybe I would rerecord it
shouting, but it sounded hysterical.
The way it’s on there, not every part of
it is easily understood and that might
lead people to go on the internet and
find (the text). Its inclusion should of-
fend no one. And whoever is offended
by it, that’s part of the problem.

In “Human” you sing, “shake your
fist at the city, let it rip at the seams.”
Is that your way of expressing the
anger and exhaustion that so many
people feel in the country right now?

Yeah, like how to strike that very
fine line of learning how to be happy
for a short time on Earth, but not being
apathetic about activism. Shake your
fist, but be human. Let the bitterness
die, but when you look in the eyes of a
stranger, you must feel human. Do
both things. Speak truth to power, but
be human. It’s easier said than done.

Williams
Continued from Page 1

parties, going with their girlfriends,
taking their book groups,” Williams
says. “I'm glad to make something
that’s not too scary for a good chunk of
the people in my life to watch.”

Filming “M3GAN 2.0” in New Zea-
land and “Regretting You” in Atlanta
just a few weeks apart took a bit of the
pressure off to craft the perfect roman-
ticlead because she didn’t have time to
“obsess” over channeling romance leg-
ends such as Julia Roberts, Rachel
McAdams or Meg Ryan, Williams says.

The romance genre guarantees one
thing — a happily ever after. “Regret-
ting You” touches on serious subject
matter including grief and affairs, but
it’s different from other movies Wil-
liams has been in, which deal with
such serious topics as racism or artifi-
cial intelligence or sexual assault. But
it has helped her to reframe the way
she thinks about escapist romance
movies — they deal with universal,
monumental issues, too.

“Honestly, it does feel weird doing
press for a movie where I'm not talking
about a big issue, but then I'm like, I'm
talking about the biggest issues - the
issues that make those other issues
important, which is love and autono-
my and loss,” Williams says. “The rea-
son we fear Al is because we love hu-
manity and we fear the loss of our-
selves and human life. And the reason
we hate sexual assault, which is what
‘The Perfection’ dealt with, and groom-
ing, is because we love people. We
want to take care of them. We don’t
want things that are bad to happen to
them. These are the big issues that
make those other things worth talking
about.”

Williams enters the Colleen
Hoover universe

With “Regretting You,” Williams en-
ters a canon of Hoover adaptations.
“Regretting You” has skated by, so far,
without much of the controversy of “It
Ends With Us.”

Williams is a Hoover fan, with “Ver-
ity” being her favorite. She started
reading the book of “Regretting You”
after she read the script. Then began
the “intimidating” process of bringing
a beloved book character to life.

“It always feels weirdly intimate to
create the definitive version of what so
many people have imagined for them-
selves very privately. That feels intru-
sive,” Williams says.

Boone’s work faithfully adapting
“The Fault in Our Stars” by John Green
soothed her worries. Hoover, too, was
supportive of Williams’ Morgan.

“I also knew that Colleen loved the
script, liked all the casting, was super

involved in the cut of the movie, is very
happy with the product of the movie,”
Williams says. “Since she’s the ultimate
authority on her original work, that feels
good. That’s a nice vote of confidence.”

Motherhood helped on-screen
relationship with McKenna Grace

Williams, who has an almost 4-year-
old son with actor Alexander Dreymon,
tapped into her maternal instincts to
build a mother-daughter relationship
with costar Grace, who plays her 17-
year-old rebellious daughter. She was
worried about their chemistry. Bounc-
ing between “M3GAN” and “Regretting
You,” Williams didn’t get the time she
thought she needed with Grace.

“‘Thought I needed it’ is the opera-
tive phrase, because actually we just
connected really quickly,” Williams
says. “There are things about us that are
just kind of similar and fundamental,
and I also just find her to be totally
mind-blowingly talented.”

Yet much of Clara and Morgan’s on-
screen relationship is contentious. Cla-
ra sneaks out, gets drunk and high and
sees her boyfriend without her mom’s
permission. Morgan, on the other hand,
is dealing with the loss of her sister and
husband and keeping their betrayal a
secret from Clara. There’s plenty of door
slamming, “go to your room” yelling and
even scenes where Morgan smashes a
car. It’s not her personal brand of anger,
but Williams says that bit did feel sur-
prisingly “cathartic,” saying, “there’s a
reason there are rage rooms.”

Does all the teenage angst make Wil-
liams worry to one day parent one of her
own?

“Being a mom has helped me in some
ways learn that I can and will worry
about things that are coming that will
end up being irrelevant because it’s not
the version of it that I'm experiencing
and I will miss the opportunity to worry
about the version of it that I am experi-
encing,” Williams says.

Williams has this Taylor Swift song
on the brain

Williams, a self-proclaimed Swiftie,
has been thinking about Taylor Swift’s
“The Life of a Showgirl” album. In one
song, “Ruin the Friendship,” Swift sings
about wishing she had kissed a friend
she had a crush on before it was too late.
It’s an apt soundtrack for Jonah and
Morgan in “Regretting You,” who wrestle
with letting themselves rekindle an old
flame not examined.

She hopes the movie, like Swift’s
song, is a cautionary tale for lovers.

“Go for the thing that feels authentic
and be as gentle about it with the people
as possible - a choice that some charac-
ters in this movie didn’t make,” Williams
says. “The whole movie is sort of en-
couraging that kind of brave living,
brave thinking, just being brave.”
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Rodrigo shows ‘Guts’ in her surprise show

Anika Reed
USA TODAY

NEW YORK - Olivia Rodrigo is bid-
ding farewell to her “Guts” era.

The singer-songwriter played her “fi-
nal” concert following her 102-show,
arena-filling Guts World Tour with an
intimate “secret” concert in New York
City, hosted Thursday night by Ameri-
can Express at the Park Avenue Armory.

“This is definitely going to be the last
‘Guts’ show, so it’s kind of awesome to
bookend this chapter,” Rodrigo, 22, said
before diving into her first chart-top-
pinghit, “Drivers License.” “Can’t wait to
get back on the road one of these days. I
don’t think I've ever played a show with-
out playing this song.”

The Grammy-winning “Good 4 U”
singer, dressed in a sequined chartreuse
babydoll Miu Miu mini dress, knee-high
socks and Miu Miu ballet flats, played a
hit-packed show accompanied by an
all-female band. She playfully danced
around the stage, belting out songs from
“Sour” and “Guts,” including “Vampire,”
“Bad Idea Right?” and “Deja Vu.”

The Oct. 23 show also saw such ce-
lebs as “Emily in Paris” star Ashley Park,
“Vampire Diaries” star Nina Dobrev and
Good American cofounder Emma Grede
in the audience rocking out to Rodrigo.

“This is like the most intimate show
we’ve done in a really long time,” Rodri-
go said.

Fans at the exclusive show, which
was open to American Express Plati-
num and Business Platinum cardhold-
ers and VIP guests, were treated to
chicken sandwich sliders and hamachi
crudo bites before the show on the pur-
ple-hued stage, plus an open bar and to-
go pizza at the end of the night.

Rodrigo praises ‘The Summer |
Turned Pretty’ for ‘Lacy’ feature

Rodrigo also shared a shoutout to the
teen drama series, “The Summer I
Turned Pretty.” The Prime Video show
featured her “Guts” track, “Lacy,” in Sea-
son 3, Episode 2.

She prefaced the performance by re-
calling “writing ('Lacy’) and feeling so
proud of it, just like the songwriting per-

“This is like the most intimate show we’ve done in a really long time,” Olivia
Rodrigo said at her surprise concert. PHOTOS BY DIMITRIOS KAMBOURIS/GETTY IMAGES

spective, the lyrical perspective. I
thought it really captured this feeling
that I was feeling so acutely, like jealou-

BOOKS

Knightley’s daughters were
brutally honest reviewers

Patrick Ryan
USA TODAY

Keira Knightley is adding “author” to
her résumé.

The “Atonement” star has just pub-
lished her first children’s book, “I Love
You Just the Same,” which is out now in
her native United King-
dom and will be released
stateside next summer
by Gallery Kids/Simon &
Schuster.

The picture book is
both written and illus-
trated by Knightley, 40,
who tells a whimsical
story about a young girl who wishes her
new baby sister would be carried away
by birds. But when it actually happens,
the guilt-ridden girl embarks on a jour-
ney to retrieve her little sibling.

The project was inadvertently born
roughly five years ago, thanks to Knight-
ley’s two daughters with husband
James Righton: Edie, 10, and Delilah, 6.

“It was a complete accident,” Knight-
ley tells USA TODAY, in a recent inter-
view for her Netflix thriller “The Woman
in Cabin 10” (now streaming). “My el-
dest kid didn’t sleep very much, and we
tried many different nighttime routines
to try and get her to sleep. Eventually, I
came on this idea that if T drew her a pic-
ture every night, then when she’d gone
to bed, I'd leave it in her room.”

When Edie would “wake up, she
knew that I'd been thinking about her,”
Knightley continues. “So every night be-
fore bed, she’d tell me what picture she
wanted me to draw.”

The pictures got more and more cre-
ative over time, as Edie asked her mom
to draw babies, cats and birds.

“Then one day, when her sister was
about 6 months old — she’d been crying
a lot because she was teething — she
said, ‘Can the bird take the baby
away?’ ” Knightley says with a laugh. A
story began to take shape, “and I
thought, ‘Maybe I can push this a bit
further and make it more universal
about sibling rivalry and separation
anxiety. So that’s what I ended up doing
and I loved every bit of it. It was such a
joyous thing to do.”

Knightley

e Keira -.
Knightley -
I Love
" You

*“ Just the
Same

Coincidentally, “I Love You Just the
Same” was greenlit by the publisher the
day Knightley started production on
Season 1 of her Netflix spy series “Black
Doves.” The actress memorizes lines by
recording dialogue and listening back.

“That’s literally what I was doing the
whole time making ‘Black Doves,”
Knightley says. “I would listen to my
lines while I was drawing the illustra-
tions for the book. It was kind of a weird
juxtaposition: drawing a lovely pigeon
at the same time as I'm learning lines
where I'm about to kill somebody.
(Laughs.) It was quite nice to have those
two things going on at once.”

The two-time Oscar nominee jokes it
took her “too long” to make the book, in
that Edie has now grown out of it.

“I started it when she was 5, because
we were doing it in a way where it was
just between us and it wasn’t this whole
thing,” Knightley says. “She’s so bored
by it now. She’s like, ‘Has that book
come out yet?’ And I'm like, what is the
matter with you?!”

Delilah, meanwhile, has given her a
thumbs up.

“She was a baby when we started and
she’s 6 now,” Knightley says. “She’s like,
‘Well done, Mummy! I like your book!
And I'm like, ‘Thank you! That’s what I
need.”

sy and comparison and inferiority.”
Putting the song on “Guts,” Rodrigo
said she often strayed from playing the

Rodrigo spilled her “Guts” for the last
time on Oct. 24.

Olivia Rodrigo setlist at
American Express concert
e “Bad Idea Right?”

e “Ballad of a Homeschooled Girl”

e “Vampire”

e “Lacy”

e “Pretty Isn’t Pretty”

e “Drivers License”

e “Traitor”

e “So American”

e “All-American Bitch”

e “Favorite Crime”

e “Deja Vu”

e “Good 4 U”

e “Get Him Back”

“down-tempo” ballad and remembered
thinking, “I don’t know if anyone wants
to hear it.”

“But lately it was in the show ‘The
Summer I Turned Pretty, and then ever
since it was in that show, people have
been like chanting at me at concerts to
since the songif Iwasn’t going to sing it,”
she said. “So I'm really grateful for that
show and I'm really grateful to you guys
for listening to the song and streaming
it, because it’s always been one of my fa-
vorites.”
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Hurricane Melissa hits Jamaica, turns to Cuba

5 AT A

Residents self-evacuate under pouring rain from Playa Siboney to safe locations ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Melissa,

= 5 B & T

in Santiago de Cuba, Cuba, on Oct. 28. Hurricane Melissa was set to strike nearby eastern end of Cuba late Oct. 28 after
pummeling Jamaica. YAMIL LAGE/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Zahra Burton
REUTERS

KINGSTON, Jamaica - Hurricane
Melissa churned north-east toward Cu-
ba’s second-largest city on Oct. 28 as a
powerful Category 4 storm, hours after
making landfall in nearby Jamaica as
the strongest-ever storm to hit the Car-
ibbean island nation.

Melissa struck land near Jamaica’s
southwestern town of New Hope, pack-
ing maximum sustained winds of 185
mph, the U.S. National Hurricane Cen-
ter said in an advisory, well above the
minimum strength of a Category 5
storm, the most powerful level on the
Saffir-Simpson scale.

In southwestern Jamaica, the parish
of St. Elizabeth was left “underwater,”
an official said, and over half a million
residents were without power.

“The reports that we have had so far
would include damage to hospitals, sig-
nificant damage to residential property,
housing and commercial property as
well, and damage to our road infrastruc-
ture,” Jamaica’s Prime Minister Andrew
Holness said on CNN after the storm
had passed.

Holness said the government had not
received any confirmed storm-related
fatalities, but given the strength of the
hurricane and the extent of the damage,
“we are expecting that there would be
some loss of life.”

It is now forecast to curve toward
Santiago de Cuba, Cuba’s second-larg-
est city.

“We should already be feeling its
main influence this afternoon and eve-
ning,” Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Ca-
nel said in a message published in state

Ferocious winds and torrential rain tore into Jamaica Oct. 28 as Hurricane

L

Melissa made landfall, the worst storm ever to strike the island nation and one
of the most powerful hurricanes on record. RICARDO MAKYN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

newspaper Granma, in which he called
on citizens to heed evacuation orders.

“There will be a lot of work to do. We
know that this cyclone will cause sig-
nificant damage.”

Cuban authorities said they evacuat-
ed about 500,000 people. In the Baha-
mas, next in Melissa’s crosshairs, the
government ordered further evacua-
tions for people living in southern parts
of the archipelago.

Nearby Haiti and the Dominican Re-
public have faced days of torrential
downpours leading to at least four
deaths, authorities there said.

Local media reported at least three

deaths in Jamaica during storm prep-
arations, and a disaster coordinator
suffered a stroke while carrying out
her duties in the onset of the storm and
was rushed to hospital.

Late Oct. 28, many areas remained
cut off.

Jamaica’s ‘storm of the century’
No stranger to hurricanes, Jamaica
had never before taken a direct hit
from a Category 4 or 5 storm.
The Jamaican government called

See HURRICANE, Page 4NN

States sue
to stop food

benefits
suspension

It would be 1st time a
shutdown affects aid

Nate Raymond
REUTERS

BOSTON - A coalition of states
sued the Trump administration on
Oct. 28, seeking to avert what would
be a historic lapse in food aid for mil-
lions of Americans that is set to begin
Nov. 1 amid an ongoing government
shutdown.

The lawsuit represents a critical
challenge

to the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s decision not to use $6 billion in
contingency funds to pay for the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, also known as food stamps,
which costs about $8 billion monthly.

At stake is whether more than 41
million low-income Americans will re-
ceive their November benefits, which
would mark the first time payments
have lapsed due to a government shut-
down in the program’s 60-year history.

“The federal government has the
money to continue funding SNAP
benefits — they’re choosing to harm
millions of families across the country
already struggling to make ends meet,”
Massachusetts Attorney General An-
drea Joy Campbell said in a social
media post about the lawsuit filed in
Boston federal court by attorneys gen-
eral and governors from 25 states and
the District of Columbia.

The case was assigned to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Indira Talwani, who was
appointed by Democratic former
President Barack Obama. She set a
hearing for Oct. 30 on whether to issue
a temporary restraining order forcing
the USDA to use available contingency
funds for November SNAP benefits.

The USDA’s shutdown plan had in-
cluded the potential use of contingen-
cy funds for SNAP, but on Oct. 26 the
department updated its website to say
no benefits would be issued on Nov. 1
as scheduled, stating “the well has run

See FOOD, Page 4NN

California Gov. Gavin Newsom and
Attorney General Rob Bonta
announce that California is suing the
White House to restore SNAP funding
before the cutoff during a news
conference in Sacramento.

FRED GREAVES/REUTERS

Israel strikes Gaza after accusing Hamas of violating ceasefire

People descend into a tunnel looking for bodies in an area north of Khan Yunis in

the southern Gaza Strip on Oct. 28. Israel’s military accused Hamas of staging its
search for the remains of a Gaza hostage body. BASHAR TALEB/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Maayan Lubell and Nidal al-Mughrabi
REUTERS

JERUSALEM - Israeli planes
launched strikes in Gaza on Oct. 28 after
Israel accused the militant group Ha-
mas of violating a ceasefire in the Pales-
tinian territory, the latest test of a fragile
deal brokered earlier this month by
President Donald Trump.

Local health authorities said the
strikes Kkilled at least 26 people, includ-
ing five in a house hit in the Bureij refu-
gee camp in the central Gaza Strip, four
in a building in Gaza City’s Sabra neigh-
borhood, and five in a car in Khan You-
nis. The attacks by Israeli planes con-
tinued into early Oct. 29 across the Gaza
Strip, according to witnesses.

The Israeli military did not immedi-

ately comment on the strikes, which fol-
lowed a statement by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office saying he
had ordered immediate “powerful at-
tacks.”

The statement did not give a specific
reason for the attacks but an Israeli mil-
itary official said Hamas had violated
the ceasefire by carrying out an attack
against Israeli forces in an area of the
enclave that is under Israeli control.

“This is yet another blatant violation
of the ceasefire,” the official said.

The U.S.-backed ceasefire agreement
went into effect on Oct. 10, halting two
years of war that was triggered by dead-
ly Hamas-led attacks on Israel on Oct. 7,
2023, and that has devastated the

See GAZA, Page 4NN
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TUESDAY EXTREMES TODAY IN HISTORY WEATHER TRIVIA™
NATIONAL (for the 48 contiguous states) INTERNATIONAL (excludes Antarctica) On Oct. 29, 1991, a storm dumped up to Q: A voice part and also the prefix used for
High: 100 at Zapata, TX  High: 111 at Fitzroy Crossing, Australia @ foot of snow in l?tah- Anothgr storm midlevel clouds?
Low: 3 at West Yellowstone, MT  Low: -33 at Baimka, Russia  dropped nearl){ 5 inches of rain on Little
Precip: 2.97” at Mount Ida, AR Precip: 6.50” at Ongole, India  Rock, Ark. A third storm sank boats along the
Massachusetts coast.
01|V ¥
NATIONAI. CITIES WEDN ESDAY @ Denotes possible travel delays
Air Air Air Air
High/low/W Quality High/low/W Quality High/low/W Quality High/low/W  Quality
Aberdeen, SD 51/31/pc [30]  @Evansville,IN 53/44/r [16| @ Levittown, PA 58/51/c [ 47 ] Rochester, NY 54/39/c [26]
Abilene, TX 63/35/s [ 50 ] Fall River, MA 54/47[sh [43] Lincoln, IL 60/39/r [27] Rockford, IL 57/38/pc [40]
@ Accomac, VA 60/55/r [ 16 | Farmington, NM 63/30/s [ 47 ] @ Louisville, KY 53/47/r [ 4] Ruidoso, NM 58/38/pc [ 60 |
Adrian, Ml 55/42/pc [30 ] @ Fayetteville, NC 60/56/r [22 ] Lubbock, TX 61/33/pc [ 38 ] Salem, OR 60/39/pc [31]
@ Akron, OH 55/44/c [27] Fond du Lac, WI 54/38/pc [37] Manitowoc, Wi 52/38/pc [29 ] Salina, KS 54/32/s [ 36 ]
Alamogordo, NM 66/36/s [ 46 ] Fort Myers, FL 83/68/s [49] @ Mansfield, OH 56/43/c [30 ] Salinas, CA 84/52/s [ 51 ]
@ Alexandria, VA 57/52/r [ 51 ] @ Fort Smith, AR 55/44/s [23 ] @ Marshall, NC 51/43/r [15 | @ Salisbury, MD 61/56/r [ 16 |
@ Alliance, OH 56/43/c [ 26 | Framingham, MA 51/44/c [40 ] Marshfield, WI 55/33/c [42 ] San Angelo, TX 64/31/s [43 ]
Amarillo, TX 56/32/s [42] Freeport, IL 56/36/pc [41] @ Massillon, OH 56/45/c [29 ] Sarasota, FL 80/69/pc [42]
Ames, 1A 56/36/r [32] @ Fremont, OH 55/47/c [29] @ McLean, VA 56/50/r [48] @ Savannah, GA 67/49/pc [27]
@ Anderson, SC 54/47/r [19 ] Fort Collins, CO 56/34/s [ 51 ] Melbourne, FL 80/60/s [ 38 ] Sheboygan, Wi 53/40/pc [28 |
Appleton, W 54/38/pc [36] @ Gadsden, AL 56/45/r [17]  @Memphis, TN 54/46/sh [33] @Shelby,NC 50/45/r [ 28]
@ Asheville, NC 48/44/r (18] @ Gainesville, FL 77/48/s [31] @ Middletown, NY 53/42/c [33] Sherman, TX 57/42/s [24]
@ Ashland, OH 55/43/c [ 28 ] Galesburg, IL 59/36/r [a ] Milford, MA 50/44/c [45 | Shreveport, LA 62/48/s [34]
@ Athens, GA 54/46/r [19 ] @ Gastonia, NC 52/45/r [29 ] Milwaukee, WI 53/42/pc [37 ] Silver City, NM 63/37/s [34 ]
@ Augusta, GA 62/44/sh [20] Glen Rose, TX 63/38/s [ 28] Monroe, M| 55/43/pc [30 ] Sioux Falls, SD 52/32/pc [27]
Austin, TX 68/43/s [44] Gonzales, LA 64/50/s [26] @ Monroe, LA 60/48/s [21] @ Somerset,PA 46/41/r [22]
Bartlesville, OK 53/37/s [32] Great Falls, MT 59/30/pc [ 86 ] Montgomery, AL 61/49/sh [22] @ Somerville,NJ 59/50/c [44 ]
Battle Creek, Ml 55/39/pc [31] Green Bay, WI 55/35/pc [29] @ Muncie, IN 57/43/r [21] South Bend, IN 57/38/pc [ 26 |
@ Bedford, IN 49/42/r [19 ] @ Greenville, SC 52/44/r [21] @ Murfreesboro, TN 55/45/r (16 ] @ Spartanburg, SC 50/44/r [25 ]
@ Binghamton, NY 51/38/c [28] @ Hackensack, NJ 57/49/c [52]  @Naples, FL 82/70/s (44 ] Springfield, IL 57/39/r [27]
@ Bluffton, SC 66/51/pc [22] @ Hagerstown, MD 54/47/r [21] @ Nashville, TN 56/47/r [ 16 | Springfield, MO 50/38/r [20 |
Bremerton, WA 57/42/pc [35 ] Hattiesburg, MS 63/52/s [18] @ Neptune, NJ 58/54/r [46 | St. Augustine, FL 75/53/s [25 |
Brockton, MA 53/47/sh [45] @ Henderson, KY 54/43/r (18] New Bedford, MA 55/47/sh [31] @ St. Cloud, MN 52/38/pc [31]
Brownwood, TX 66/33/s [45] @ Hendersonville, NC 47/43/r [18] @ New Bern, NC 66/62/r [15 ] St. George, UT 76/47/s [ 52 ]
Burlington, IA 58/38/r [ 38 ] Herkimer, NY 54/36/c [30] @ NewPhiladelphia, OH  57/44/c [29] @ Staunton,VA 50/46/r [23 ]
@ Burlington, NC 54/51/r [ 21] Hillsdale, Ml 54/38/pc [28] @ Newark, OH 56/45/c [32] Stevens Point, WI 56/33/c [ 43 ]
Burlington, VT 52/38/c [29] Holland, M 56/39/pc [21] @ Newton, NJ 54/43/c [33] Stockton, CA 80/49/s [ 53]
@ Cambridge, OH 57/45/c [ 26 | @ Hornell, NY 56/37/pc [33] @ New York, NY 58/53/c [ 54 | @ Stroudsburg, PA 54/42/c [ 40 |
Camdenton, MO 52/39/r [21] Houma, LA 64/48/s [22 ] Norwich, CT 53/43/c [31] Stuart, FL 82/68/s [ 47 |
Canandaigua, NY 54/38/c [31] Howell, MI 55/38/pc [29] Ocala, FL 77/47/s [30 ] Sturgis, Ml 56/38/pc [24]
@ Canton, OH 55/44/c [24] Hutchinson, KS 53/30/s [42] Oklahoma City, OK 56/36/s [38] @ Tallahassee, FL 73/46/t [23]
Carlsbad, NM 62/37/pc [ 51 ] Hyannis, MA 55/49/sh (21 ] Opelousas, LA 63/47/s [ 26 | Thibodaux, LA 65/47/s [23 ]
@ Chambersburg, PA 54/44/c [ 23] Indianapolis, IN 54/44/r [ 26 ] Oshkosh, Wi 53/39/pc [35 ] Topeka, KS 52/37/c [23 ]
@ Cherry Hill, NJ 59/52/c (48] lowa City, IA 57/37/r [43] Palm Beach, FL 84/71/s [43] @ Tuscaloosa, AL 58/48/sh [15 ]
@ Cincinnati, OH 51/46/r (18] Ithaca, NY 54/37/c (28] Palm Springs, CA 95/67/s [ 81] Utica, NY 53/35/c [21]
@ Clarksville, TN 56/46/r [ 16 | Jackson, MS 58/50/sh [19 ] Panama City, FL 72/56/t [ 26 | Ventura, CA 79/56/s [ 69 |
Coldwater, MI 55/38/pc [ 27 ] @ Jackson, TN 55/45/r [12] Pekin, IL 60/39/r [32] Victorville, CA 85/43/s (7]
@ Columbus, OH 56/46/r [32] @ Jacksonville, FL 76/50/pc [35] Pensacola, FL 68/53/pc [25] @ Vineland, NJ 58/51/r [33]
@ Corning, NY 55/37/c [39] @ Jacksonville, NC 66/61/r [15 ] Peoria, IL 58/39/r [33] Visalia, CA 78/50/s [82]
Corpus Christi, TX 77/46/pc [37] @ Kent, OH 56/43/c (27 ] @ Petersburg, VA 59/55/r [32] @ Washington, DC 57/54/r [44 ]
Daytona Beach, FL 78/54/s I Kewanee, IL 59/35/pc I Phoenix, AZ 91/64/s E Watertown, SD 49/31/s I
Deming, NM 68/36/s [34]  @Keyser, WV 49/44/r [20] Port Huron, M| 55/40/pc [25 ] Wausau, WI 54/33/c [ 40 ]
DeRidder, LA 63/46/s [32] @ Kinston, NC 64/59/r [ 16 ] Portsmouth, NH 54/42/pc [20] @ Waynesboro, PA 54/45/r [24 ]
Des Moines, IA 55/38/r [37] @ Knoxville, TN 56/45/r [ 16 ] @ Poughkeepsie, NY 55/42/c [28 | @ White Plains, NY 56/46/c [38 ]
Detroit, MI 56/43/pc I Lafayette, IN 60/40/r E Providence, RI 53/47/sh 1 Wichita Falls, TX 62/36/s z
Devils Lake, ND 46/36/pc [25] Lafayette, LA 65/49/s [29] Pueblo, CO 56/25/s (58] @ Wilmington, DE 59/51/r [ 43 ]
Dover, NH 52/39/pc [39] Lakeland, FL 81/59/s [ 50 | Quincy, MA 53/48/sh [51] @ Wilmington, NC 66/62/r [ 16 ]
El Paso, TX 67/45/s [ 61] Lansing, M 54/39/pc [31] Redding, CA 83/49/pc [ 52 | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 56/34/pc [44 ]
@ Elmira, NY 55/37/c E Las Cruces, NM 64/38/s 1 Reno, NV 71/38/s E @ Wooster, OH 56/45/c E
@ Erie, PA 56/45/pc [20] @ Lebanon,PA 58/47/c [40]  @Ravenna, OH 56/42/c [28 ] Worcester, MA 48/43/c [ 38 ]
Eugene, OR 60/38/pc 33 Leesburg, FL 77/57/s 38 @ Richmond, IN 52/45/r [30] @VYork PA 57/48/c [44 ]
Air Quality Index: 0-50, Good; 51-100, Moderate; 101-150, Unhealthy for sensitive groups; 151-200, Unhealthy; 201-300, Very unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous
INTERNATIONAL CITIES
Wednesday Thursday Wednesday Thursday Wednesday Thursday Wednesday Thursday
High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W High/low/W
Acapulco 89/75/pc 89/75/pc Cape Town 73/56/s 86/60/pc La Paz 61/37/r 64/36/sh San Jose 79/66/r 80/68/t
Addis Ababa 75/50/pc 75/51/c @ Caracas 93/78/sh 92/77/t Lagos 87/77/r 87/77/r @ San Salvador 84/65/t 85/62/pc
Algiers 82/65/c 80/58/t @ Casablanca 78/62/sh 76/55/pc Lima 70/62/c 71/62/pc  Santiago 79/50/pc 86/50/s
Amman 79/56/s 82/60/pc @ Colombo 89/78/r 90/79/s Lisbon 71/58/sh 68/63/c @ Sao Paulo 79/59/sh 64/58/sh
® Amsterdam 56/48/r 56/47/pc @ Copenhagen 54/49/r 52/44/sh London 55/42/sh 57/52/pc  Sarajevo 66/46/s 64/46/c
Ankara 60/33/s 65/32/s Damascus 83/49/s 80/50/pc @ Madrid 62/49/r 66/49/s  Shanghai 72/62/s 75/62/c
Asuncion 70/55/c 79/58/pc Dublin 52/39/pc 56/52/r @ Manila 91/78/t 89/79/t Singapore 92/80/c 95/79/pc
Athens 73/53/s 71/58/c @ Geneva 57/51/c 60/44/pc Mexico City 71/46/s 72/47/s @ Stockholm 43/36/c 47/40/sh
Auckland 65/52/pc 65/53/c Guatemala City 80/59/t 76/57/pc Milan 59/53/c 64/53/r @ Sydney 65/57/r 70/62/sh
Baghdad 92/74/s 93/68/s Hanoi 84/74/pc 78/71/sh @ Mombasa 83/74/r 84/74/r Taipei 77/71/pc 85/72/pc
Bangkok 89/78/sh 88/78/t Harare 89/61/pc 89/61/s Montevideo 61/46/sh 63/47/pc @ Tegucigalpa 83/66/t 78/62/c
Beijing 61/43/pc 61/39/pc Havana 86/69/sh 81/65/pc Montreal 51/36/s 49/43/r  Tehran 80/56/pc 79/54/pc
Beirut 80/69/s 81/69/s @ Helsinki 48/41/c 48/45/r Moscow 45/40/r 45/40/c  Tokyo 62/54/c 67/57/c
Belgrade 68/47/s 71/52/pc Hong Kong 79/74/pc 81/74/pc Nairobi 71/62/t 70/62/t  Toronto 51/42/pc 48/40/r
Berlin 57/49/c 54/39/r @ Jakarta 91/75/t 90/76/t New Delhi 83/70/pc 81/72/pc  Tunis 81/66/pc 77/62/c
Bogota 68/48/c 66/49/r  Jerusalem 74/57/s 77/64/pc Panama City 86/75/r 87/75/r  Vancouver 58/41/pc 53/41/c
® Brussels 57/45/c 55/47/c @ Johannesburg 69/55/t 71/54/t @ Paris 59/45/sh 57/48/pc Vienna 61/43/pc 61/44/c
Bucharest 66/42/s 67/46/c Kabul 70/52/s 69/53/s Port-au-Prince 86/73/r 93/74/sh Warsaw 54/43/c 58/44/c
Budapest 64/47/s 67/40/pc Khartoum 103/79/pc 103/78/pc @ Rio de Janeiro 83/69/r 73/67/r @ Yerevan 64/39/sh 54/36/s
Buenos Aires 62/56/pc 65/58/c Kyiv 52/40/sh 57/47/pc Riyadh 90/66/pc 90/68/pc Zagreb 63/51/pc 62/52/c
Cairo 84/68/pc 85/67/pc Kingston 90/79/sh 90/78/sh Rome 71/62/pc 69/61/r  Zurich 57/48/c 58/41/pc
@ Denotes possible travel delays Wednesday Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

©2025; forecasts and graphics provided by ACClJWea‘ther® gifi;:zliii%faythzraiiter Decisions
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Doyinsola Oladipo
and David Shepardson
REUTERS

Hundreds of U.S. air traffic control-
lers have taken second jobs after miss-
ing their first full paychecks due to the
government shutdown, intensifying
strain on an already stretched aviation
safety system, a union official said.

Air traffic controllers and trainees
are taking side hustles like waiting ta-
bles, delivering food for DoorDash,
driving for Uber, grocery shopping for
Instacart and signing up as weekend
tutors to make ends meet as the shut-
down enters its 28th day.

“We’re talking to our coworkers
about how to get zero-interest loans,”
Mike Christine, National Air Traffic
Controllers Association’s eastern re-
gional vice president, told Reuters.
Controllers are swapping notes about
which companies are deferring pay-
ments and who is donating food to
workers, he added. They missed their
first full paycheck on Oct. 28. Roughly
13,000 air traffic controllers and 50,000
Transportation Security Administra-
tion officers must work without pay af-
ter a budget impasse between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and congressional
Democrats triggered the shutdown.

Controllers, who only received a par-
tial paycheck two weeks ago, have in-
creasingly called in sick in recent
weeks. That has led to thousands of
flight delays per day and hundreds of
cancellations that have frustrated the
public and intensified scrutiny of the
shutdown’s impact, raising pressure on
lawmakers to resolve the situation.

The number of controllers working
second jobs is set to rise as they look for
ways to pay their bills, NATCA Presi-
dent Nick Daniels told reporters on Oct.
28 at Ronald Reagan Washington Na-
tional Airport. “By the hundreds,
they’re right now doing second jobs.
Tomorrow, it will be in the thousands,”
Daniels later told Reuters in New York
at LaGuardia Airport as controllers
handed out leaflets to passing travelers,
urging them to contact their local offi-
cials to end the shutdown.

He said the lack of pay was a danger-
ous distraction. For younger controllers
who have just moved across the coun-
try to start their first job, are in training
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Hundreds of air traffic
controllers take 2nd jobs

Z -

Dave Romano, a member of the National Air Traffic Controllers Association,

[+

holds leaflets to be handed out, encouraging people to contact their
representatives in the U.S. Congress to demand an end to the ongoing federal
government shutdown, at LaGuardia Airport in New York City.

SHANNON STAPLETON/REUTERS

or have not yet built up their savings,
the financial strain is more pro-
nounced.

“They are the most vulnerable that is
out there. They're the ones that are ab-
solutely feeling the greatest amount of
this impact,” Daniels said.

Rising delays

Staffing shortages during the gov-
ernment shutdown have repeatedly
disrupted the aviation industry, with
nearly 7,000 flights delayed on Oct. 27
and 8,800 on Oct. 26. As of 5 p.m. ET on
Oct. 28, about 3,000 flights were de-
layed, according to FlightAware, a
flight-tracking website. U.S. Transpor-
tation Secretary Sean Duffy said on
Oct. 28 that air traffic controller ab-
sences were the primary cause.

He said 44% of delays on Oct. 26 and
24% on Oct. 27 were caused by air traf-
fic controller absences, compared to 5%
on average before the shutdown. Even
before the shutdown, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration was about 3,500
air traffic controllers short of targeted
staffing levels, with many already
working mandatory overtime and six-
day weeks.

Duffy was speaking at a press con-

ference at LaGuardia Airport, flanked
by air traffic controllers and the presi-
dent of their union, the latest in a series
of airport appearances aimed at prod-
ding Democrats to give up opposition to
the Republican-proposed government
funding bills.

He said it remained safe to fly, and
the FAA would slow flights if controllers
were not at work at certain towers.

The department had not been able to
find funding to pay controllers, Duffy
said, urging Democrats to vote to open
the government.

Democrats say Republicans refuse to
negotiate and are responsible for the
continued shutdown. Southwest Air-
lines had 34% of its flights delayed on
Oct. 27 , while American Airlines had
29%, according to FlightAware. United
Airlines had 19% of its flights delayed
and Delta Air Lines had 22%. In 2019,
during a 35-day government shutdown,
the number of absences by air traffic
controllers and TSA officers rose as
workers missed paychecks, extending
wait times at some airport checkpoints.

Authorities were forced to slow air
traffic in New York and Washington,
and the flight disruptions were credited
with prompting the government to end
the shutdown.

Judge extends block on mass
layofls during shutdown

Daniel Wiessner
REUTERS

A federal judge on Oct. 28 extended a
block that prevents President Donald
Trump’s administration from laying off
thousands of federal employees amid a
nearly monthlong partial government
shutdown.

During a hearing in San Francisco,
U.S. District Judge Susan Illston barred
nearly 40 federal agencies from imple-
menting layoffs, pending the outcome
of a legal challenge by unions repre-
senting federal workers. The decision
extends an earlier temporary ruling.

The American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees, which represents
800,000 federal workers and is a plain-
tiff in the case, this week called on Re-
publicans and Democrats to put aside
their differences and pass a spending
bill so that government employees can
return to work.

About 4,100 employees at eight
agencies had been notified that they
were being laid off before Illston’s Oct.
16 ruling, the Trump administration
said in court filings. White House Bud-
get Director Russell Vought has said
that more than 10,000 federal workers
could lose their jobs because of the
shutdown.

IlIston’s decision will likely be imme-
diately appealed, and could be paused
by a San Francisco-based appeals court
or the U.S. Supreme Court pending fur-
ther litigation.

The shutdown, which entered its
28th day on Oct. 28, is the second long-
estin U.S. history after a partial lapse in
funding that lasted 35 days beginning
in late 2018, during Trump’s first term.

Trump has blamed Democrats for
the shutdown and the planned layoffs,
though no other administration has
carried out mass layoffs during lapses
in funding.

Trump’s Republicans hold major-
ities in both chambers of Congress but

&

President Donald Trump has blamed Democrats for the planned layoffs, though

no other administration has carried out mass layoffs during lapses in funding.

JONATHAN ERNST//REUTERS FILE

need at least seven Democratic votes to
pass a funding bill in the Senate, where
Democrats are holding out for an exten-
sion of health insurance subsidies.
Democrats have said they will not cave
to Trump’s pressure tactics.

The unions that filed the suit said
implementing layoffs is not an essential
service that can be performed during a
shutdown, and that the current funding
lapse does not justify mass job cuts be-
cause many federal workers have been
furloughed without pay.

During the Oct. 28 hearing, U.S. De-
partment of Justice lawyer Michael Vel-
chik argued that federal agencies have
broad powers to implement layoffs
when they run out of funding to pay
employees, and that Trump was follow-
ing through on a campaign promise to
reduce the size of the federal bureauc-
racy.

Danielle Leonard, a lawyer for the
unions, countered that a funding lapse
does not relieve federal agencies of
their legal obligations under federal law

or allow them to fire the workers who
fulfill them. If it did, Trump could “fire
the entire federal government” during a
shutdown if he chose, she said.

Iliston made clear throughout the
hearing that she agreed with the
unions.

“I believe I will find (the layoffs) are
arbitrary and capricious, as shown by
the haphazard way in which they were
rolled out, and intended for the purpose
of political retribution as Budget Direc-
tor (Russell) Vought and the president
himself have publicly announced,” said
Iliston, an appointee of Democratic for-
mer President Bill Clinton.

Trump has, for example, said that
job cuts would target “Democrat agen-
cies”

Skye Perryman, president and CEO
of Democracy Forward, a left-leaning
legal group that represents the unions,
said in a statement that the judge’s rul-
ing was a major blow to what it referred
to as efforts by Trump to decimate the
federal workforce.

FINANCIAL MARKETS
Nvidia
shares up
amid record
closings

Caroline Valetkevitch
REUTERS

NEW YORK - All three major U.S.
stock indexes posted record closing
highs again on Oct. 28 as Nvidia
shares gained following news it will
build artificial intelligence supercom-
puters for the U.S. energy depart-
ment, and as investors were optimis-
tic about corporate earnings ahead of
key results from megacaps this week.
Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang said the
company will build seven supercom-
puters for the U.S. Department of En-
ergy, and said the company has $500
billion in bookings for its AI chips.

Nvidia’s stock closed up 5%, add-
ing over $230 billion in market value
and putting the company on the verge
of becoming the first worth $5 trillion.
Also boosting the market, Microsoft’s
shares gained 2% after the company
reached a deal that allows OpenAl to
restructure into a public benefit cor-
poration while giving Microsoft a
stake of 27% in the ChatGPT maker.
Quarterly results are expected this
week from Apple, Microsoft, Alpha-
bet, Amazon, and Meta Platforms. In-
vestors are anxious for details from
the companies on Al spending.

Shares of Apple ended up just 0.1%,
with the company earlier crossing $4
trillion in market value for the first
time. “Momentum and earnings are
pushing the market higher,” said Peter
Cardillo, chief market economist at
Spartan Capital Securities in New
York.

“Earnings have been good,” he said.
“Of course, we’re waiting for the big
tech stocks.”

Investors were also digesting
trade-related news. The Wall Street
Journal said U.S. President Donald
Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping
will discuss a trade framework to re-
duce U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods in
exchange for Beijing’s commitment to
curb exports of fentanyl precursor
chemicals.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average
rose 16178 points, or 0.34%, to
47,706.37, the S&P 500 gained 15.73
points, or 0.23%, to 6,890.89, and the
Nasdaq Composite gained 190.04
points, or 0.8%, to 23,827.49. Trump
lavished praise on Japan’s first female
leader, Sanae Takaichi, in Tokyo on
Tuesday. They signed a deal to bolster
supplies of critical minerals and rare
earths, as their nations seek to reduce
China’s dominance of some areas of
key electronic components.

With results in from 180 of the S&P
500 companies, third-quarter earn-
ings are estimated to have increased
10.5% from the year-ago period, up
from earlier estimates for the quarter,
according to LSEG data.

On Oct. 29, the Federal Reserve is
widely expected to announce a 25-ba-
sis-point interest rate cut. Investors
will be keen to get any details on the
rate outlook, especially given that the
U.S. government has been shut down
for nearly a month, delaying crucial
economic data and forcing traders to
rely on private releases and corporate
announcements.

A preliminary estimate of an ADP
National Employment Report showed
the U.S. economy added an average of
14,250 jobs in the four weeks ending
Oct. 1. Even though the ADP data
seemed to be positive, it was tem-
pered by layoff announcements by big
companies such as Amazon and oth-
ers, analysts said. Shares of United
Parcel Service jumped 8% after the
company posted quarterly results in a
sign its overhaul is making headway.
UPS has been shuttering hundreds of
facilities, slashing thousands of jobs
and offering buyouts to its union driv-
ers as part of its largest-ever overhaul,
which aims to reduce costs by $3.5
billion in 2025.

After the closing bell, shares of Vi-
sa edged higher after the company re-
ported a rise in quarterly adjusted
profit amid strong transaction vol-
umes.

Visa’s stock ended the regular ses-
sion down 0.3%. Declining issues out-
numbered advancers by a 1.35-to-1ra-
tio on the NYSE.

There were 613 new highs and 102
new lows on the NYSE. On the Nas-
daq, 1,868 stocks rose and 2,862 fell as
declining issues outnumbered ad-
vancers by a 1.53-to-1 ratio.

Volume on U.S. exchanges was
20.5 billion shares, compared with the
20.96 billion average for the full ses-
sion over the last 20 trading days.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Trump says he’s ready to send
‘more than the National Guard’

President Donald Trump has told
U.S. troops he was prepared to send
“more than the National Guard” into
cities if needed, in the latest demon-
stration of his willingness to escalate a
confrontation with Democratic-led lo-
cal governments which oppose the de-
ployments.

Trump delivered his remarks on
Oct. 28 Tuesday aboard the George
Washington aircraft carrier, which was
docked at the Yokosuka naval base
near Tokyo. His speech, which occa-
sionally touched on partisan issues,
was interrupted by applause and
cheers from the troops several times.

“We have cities that are troubled ...
and we're sending in our National
Guard. And if we need more than the
National Guard, we’ll send more than
the National Guard because we’re go-
ing to have safe cities,” Trump said.

Trump since June has deployed Na-
tional Guard troops to various jurisdic-
tions in an extraordinary expansion of
the use of the military for domestic
purposes. Trump has sent them to Los
Angeles, Memphis and Washington,
D.C., and is waging court battles to try
to dispatch them to Portland and Chi-
cago.

In Los Angeles, Trump also took the
rare step of deploying active duty Ma-
rines, although their job was to protect
federal agents and federal property
and they have since been withdrawn.

Trump has left open the possibility
that he might use the centuriesold In-
surrection Act to deploy active duty
troops for policing purposes and side-
step any court rulings blocking the dis-
patch of Guard troops into cities.

Under federal law, National Guard
and other military troops are generally
prohibited from conducting civilian
law enforcement. But the Insurrection
Act allows for an exception, giving
troops the power to directly police and
arrest people.

Since his second term as president
began in January, Trump has shown
little hesitation in seeking to wield
governmental authority against his
political opponents, as he pushes to
expand the powers of the presidency
in ways that have tested the limits of
the law.

N.Korea test-fired cruise missiles
ahead of Trump visit to S.Korea

SEOUL - North Korea test-fired
sea-to-surface cruise missiles to the
west of the Korean peninsula on Oct.
28, state media KCNA said on Oct. 29,
just as President Donald Trump and
other leaders are set to gather in South
Korea for regional meetings.

Trump is due to arrive in the South
Korean city of Gyeongju to join other
heads of state and business leaders at-
tending the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation forum for various summits
and meetings. He is also expected to
hold talks with the Chinese President
Xi Jinping later this week.

The cruise missiles were fired verti-
cally and flew about 7,800 seconds
along a preset route to hit the target,
KCNA said.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
was not in attendance, according to
KCNA.

Referring to the firing, Pak Jong
Chon, vice-chairman of the Central
Military Commission of North Korea,
said “important successes are being
made” in practically developing North
Korea’s “nuclear forces” according to
the plan set by the country’s ruling
party, KCNA reported.

UK targets food delivery, car
washes in illegal worker
crackdown

LONDON - Britain said on Oct. 28 it
made 63% more arrests for illegal
working this year than last, driven by
targeted operations in the food deliv-
ery, beauty salons and car washes in-
dustries aimed at deterring illegal mi-
gration.

Britain’s Labour government has
seen its popularity slide since it came
into office last year — partly due to pub-
lic concerns over immigration — and,
under pressure from the populist Re-
form UK party, has pledged to reduce
the number of migrants who arrive il-
legally.

“Illegal working creates an incen-
tive for people attempting to arrive in
this country illegally,” interior minister
Shabana Mahmood said in a state-
ment. “No more.”

Immigration Enforcement arrested
more than 8,000 illegal migrants in the
12 months to September 2025, a state-
ment from Mahmood’s interior minis-
try said, up 63% on the previous 12
months. Of those arrested, over 1,050
foreign nationals have been removed
from the country.

Reuters

Food

Continued from Page 1NN

dry.”

The lawsuit argues the suspension
of benefits is arbitrary and being car-
ried out in violation of the law and reg-
ulations governing the program, which
requires that “assistance under this
program shall be furnished to all eligi-
ble households.”

The lawsuit, led by the attorneys
general of Massachusetts, California,
Arizona and Minnesota, says the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008 makes clear

that the contingency funds should be
used when necessary to carry out pro-
gram operations.

“Millions of Americans are about to
go hungry because the federal govern-
ment has chosen to withhold food as-
sistance it is legally obligated to pro-
vide,” New York Attorney General Leti-
tia James said in a statement. A spokes-
person for the Department of
Agriculture in a statement said Senate
Democrats are approaching an inflec-
tion point where they either “hold out
for the far-left wing of the party or re-
open the government so mothers, ba-
bies, and the most vulnerable among us
can receive timely WIC and SNAP allot-

ments.”

SNAP benefits are available to Amer-
icans whose income is less than130% of
the federal poverty line, or $1,632 a
month for a one-person household, or
$2,215 for a two-person household in
many areas.

SNAP benefits are paid out monthly,
although the exact date payments are
distributed varies among states, which
are responsible for the day-to-day ad-
ministration of the benefits.

The shutdown also threatens bene-
fits for nearly 7 million participants in
the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren, known as WIC.

Hurricane

Continued from Page 1NN

for foreign aid as it prepared for the fall-
out of the strongest-ever storm to di-
rectly strike its shores.

Meteorologists at AccuWeather said
Melissa was the third most intense hur-
ricane observed in the Caribbean after
Wilma in 2005 and Gilbert in 1988 — the
last major storm to make landfall in Ja-
maica.

“It's a catastrophic situation,” the
World Meteorological Organization’s
tropical cyclone specialist Anne-Claire
Fontan told a press briefing, warning of
storm surges up to four meters high.
“For Jamaica, it will be the storm of the
century for sure.”

Colin Bogle, an adviser to aid group
Mercy Corps in Portmore, near Jamai-
ca’s capital of Kingston, said he had
heard a loud explosion in the morning,
and then everything went dark. Shel-
tering with his grandmother, he heard
relentless noise and saw trees violently
tossed in the wind.

“People are scared. Memories of
Hurricane Gilbert run deep, and there is
frustration that Jamaica continues to
face the worst consequences of a
climate crisis we did not cause,” he
said.

Scientists warn that storms are in-
tensifying faster as a result of climate
change warming ocean waters. Many
Caribbean leaders have called on
wealthy, heavy-polluting nations to
provide reparations in the form of aid or
debt relief.

Melissa’s size and strength bal-
looned as it moved over unusually tepid
Caribbean waters, but forecasters
warned that its slow movement could
prove particularly destructive.

Food aid will be critical, Bogle said,

Residents hold pieces of the roof before Hurricane Melissa hits the city of

Santiago de Cuba, Cuba, on Oct. 28. YAMIL LAGE/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

as well as tools, vehicle parts and seeds
for farmers. Like last year’s devastating
Hurricane Beryl, Melissa crossed over
some of Jamaica’s most productive ag-
ricultural zones.

Earlier on Oct. 28, Holness said the
government had an emergency budget
of $33 million and insurance and credit
provisions for damage a little greater
than Beryl.

Melissa made landfall in southwest-
ern Jamaica, near the parish border be-
tween Westmoreland and St. Elizabeth,
which was one of the areas worst-hit by
Hurricane Beryl last year.

Authorities reported severe dam-
ages to public infrastructure including
hospitals, and said that as of 4 p.m.,
over half a million residents were with-

out power.
St. Elizabeth was “underwater,” local
government minister Desmond

McKenzie told a press briefing. Its only

public hospital lost power and reported
severe damage to one of its buildings,
and several families were marooned in
their homes.

Rescue teams were struggling to
reach stranded families, McKenzie add-
ed, but had managed to reach one group
marooned with four babies.

In Portland Cottage, some 94 miles
away from where Melissa made land-
fall, 64-year-old retiree Collin Henry
McDonald told Reuters as the storm ad-
vanced that his community was seeing
strong rain and winds, but his concrete
roof was holding steady.

“It’s like a roaring lion. It's mad. Real-
ly mad,” he said.

Around 15,000 Jamaicans were in
temporary shelters by late Oct. 28,
McKenzie said. The government had is-
sued mandatory evacuation orders for
28,000 people, but many were reluc-
tant to leave their homes.

Gaza

Continued from Page 1NN

narrow coastal strip.

Vice President JD Vance, part of a
parade of Trump administration offi-
cials who visited Israel last week, said
that despite the latest flare-up, “the
ceasefire is holding.”

“That doesn’t mean that there aren’t
going to be little skirmishes here and
there,” he told reporters on Capitol
Hill. “We know that Hamas or some-
body else within Gaza attacked an (Is-
raeli) soldier. We expect the Israelis are
going to respond, but I think the presi-
dent’s peace is going to hold despite
that.”

Earlier on Oct. 28, Israeli media re-
ported an exchange of fire between Is-
raeli forces and Hamas fighters in the
southern Gaza city of Rafah. The Israeli
military did not respond to a request for
comment.

Hamas denied responsibility for an
attack on Israeli forces in Rafah. The
group also said in a statement that it re-
mained committed to the ceasefire deal
in Gaza.

The Oct. 28 strikes on Gaza City fol-
lowed what Israel called a “targeted
strike” on Oct. 26 on a person in central
Gaza who it said was planning to attack
Israeli troops.

Netanyahu said earlier on Oct. 28
that Hamas had violated the ceasefire
by turning over some wrong remains in
a process of returning the bodies of
hostages to Israel.

Netanyahu said the remains handed
over on Oct. 27 to Ofir Tzarfati, an Israe-
li killed Oct. 7, 2023, attack. Tzarfati’s
remains had already been partially re-
trieved by Israeli troops during the war.

Hamas initially said in response to
this that it would hand over to Israel on
Oct. 28 the body of a missing hostage
found in a tunnel in Gaza. However, Ha-
mas’ armed wing, Al-Qassam Brigades,
said later it would postpone the
planned handover, citing what it said
were Israel’s violations of the ceasefire.

Late on Oct. 28, Al-Qassam issued a
statement saying it had recovered the
bodies of two Israeli hostages, Amiram

A Palestinian man reacts next to the body of a man, who according to medics

E

was killed in an Israeli strike, at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis, southern Gaza

Strip, Oct. 28. STRINGER/REUTERS

Cooper and Sahar Baruch, during
search operations in Gaza.

Hamas said Netanyahu was looking
for excuses to back away from Israel’s
obligations.

Under the ceasefire terms, Hamas
released all living hostages in return for
nearly 2,000 Palestinian prisoners and
wartime detainees, while Israel pulled
back its troops and halted its offensive.

Search for hostage bodies

Hamas has also agreed to hand over
the remains of all dead hostages yet to
be recovered, but has said it will take
time to locate and retrieve the bodies
amid Gaza’s ruins. Israel says the mil-
itant group can access the remains of
most of the hostages.

The issue has become one of the
main sticking points in the ceasefire,
which Trump says he is watching close-
ly. He has touted the truce and hostage-
prisoner exchange deal as one of the top
foreign policy achievements of his
second term, and he and his top aides
have sought to keep the ceasefire
intact.

The White House did not immedi-

ately respond to a question on whether
Israel notified the United States before
carrying out the Gaza strikes.

In Gaza City, an Israeli strike that
killed four people hit a residential
building near Shifa hospital, the largest
operational hospital in northern Gaza.
The hospital itself was also hit, accord-
ing to Gaza officials, witnesses and Ha-
mas media. Two people were wounded
in an attack on a tent in Zawayda in the
central Gaza Strip, according to local
health authorities.

The search for hostage bodies
stepped up over the past few days after
the arrival of heavy machinery from
Egypt. Bulldozers were working in
Khan Younis on Oct. 28, in the southern
Gaza Strip, and further north in Nusei-
rat, as Hamas fighters deployed around
them.

Some of the bodies are believed to be
in Hamas’ network of tunnels running
below Gaza.

Witnesses in Khan Younis said the
Egyptian teams, working with armed
Hamas fighters, were digging deep near
the Qatari-funded Hamad Housing City
in the western side of Khan Younis,
reaching tunnel shafts.
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WORLD SERIES BLUE JAYS 6, DODGERS 2 (SERIES TIED 2-2)
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The Toronto Blue Jays’ Vladimir Guerrero Jr. hits a two-run home run in the third inning of Game 4 of the World Series

against the Dodgers on Oct. 28 in Los Angeles. RONALD MARTINEZ/GETTY IMAGES

RAPID RECOVERY

Jays shake off marathon
loss to pull even in Series

Doug Padilla
FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

LOS ANGELES - It was not so much
the heartbreak that the resilient Toron-
to Blue Jays overcame on Tuesday, it
was the actual pain.

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. hit a two-run
home run, Shane Bieber pitched into

the sixth inning and the Toronto Blue
Jays got even in the World Series with a
6-2 victory over the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers in Game 4.

Andres Gimenez, Bo Bichette and
Addison Barger each had RBI singles in
a four- run seventh inning as the Blue
Jays moved past the agony of an 18-in-
ning loss in Game 3 to guarantee a
Game 6 at Toronto on Friday.

The Blue Jays powered through the
physical demands after a 6-hour, 39-
minute game one night earlier.

= S, - i

“What didn’t hurt?” said 29-year-old
Toronto third baseman Ernie Clement,
who had two hits and scored a run. “I
barely got out of bed. ... But yeah, no-
body felt sorry for themselves today. We
got to play a World Series game.”

Shohei Ohtani pitched six-plus in-
nings for the Dodgers in his first career
World Series start and was charged
with four runs on six hits and one walk
with six strikeouts.

See GAME 4, Page 4NS

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Wwill 1st CFP
rankings
expose
preseason
polls’ bias?

Matt Hayes
USA TODAY NETWORK

We're a week from the first College
Football Playoff poll, and the unmask-
ing of the absurdity of preseason polls.

And more important, their potential
affect on the CFP.

It is here where the CFP selection
committee, charged this offseason
with putting more emphasis on good
wins and good losses — not just wins
— will get its first test.

Ohio State is on top of the US LBM
Coaches Poll and the Associated Press
poll, the two polls used for ranking
teams until the first CFP poll.

And it has nothing to do with good
wins.

The three teams with legitimate ar-
guments for the No. 1 ranking — Ohio
State, Indiana, Texas A&M — all have
one win against a currently ranked
team, and have handled the remainder
of their schedules with relative east.

But all three wins against ranked
teams are not equal.

Indiana went on the road and phys-
ically dominated Oregon, and Texas
A&M went to South Bend and won in
the closing seconds.

Ohio State, meanwhile, won a
yawner of a home game against a Tex-
as team that struggles to move the ball
offensively against any Power confer-
ence school not named Mississippi
State.

See CFP, Page 3NS

Indiana’s Devan Boykin (12) and Louis
Moore (7) celebrate after an
interception against UCLA on Oct. 25.
ROBERT GODDIN/IMAGN IMAGES

NFL WEEK 8 WINNERS AND LOSERS

Parity still reigns as
trade deadline nears

Michael Middlehurst-Schwartz
USA TODAY

Week 8 in the NFL was short on dra-
ma but long on consequences.

Blowouts became a running theme of

the week, with nine matchups decided
by two touchdowns or more. But parity
is still running strong throughout the
league, with little clarity on just who will

emerge as buyers or sellers ahead of

next Tuesday’s trade deadline.

And with just one week of games re-
maining until the regular season
reaches its halfway point, several teams
are still looking to build momentum for
a late-season playoff push.

With all that in mind, here are the
biggest winners and losers from Week 8
in the NFL:

Winners

Houston Texans offense: Maybe
they need to switch to the H-Town
threads for good.

Decked out in their distinctly cool al-
ternate uniforms, the Texans looked
markedly different in a 26-15 win over
the San Francisco 49ers.

Employing a heavy dose of jumbo
packages, the Texans were able to solve
their protection problems and keep C.J.
Stroud out of duress.

The result: A season-high 318 passing
yards and an offense that kept posses-
sion of the ball for 24:31 in the first half,
the highest mark of any team since
2009, according to Next Gen Stats.

See WEEK 8, Page 2NS

Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud reacts during the second half against the San

Francisco 49ers on Oct. 26 in Houston. SEAN THOMAS/IMAGN IMAGES
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QB Daniels expected to return to practice
T T A

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Washington star quarterback Jayden
Daniels, who missed the loss on Mon-
day night to the Kansas City Chiefs be-
cause of a hamstring injury, is expected
to practice in some capacity on Wednes-
day, Commanders coach Dan Quinn
said on Tuesday.

“He had a good rehab session on Sun-
day,” Quinn said. “The team’s back out
at practice (on Wednesday) and we plan
on him being a part of that.”

Quinn said he had not met with the
medical team prior to Tuesday’s press
conference. He said he would have more
details on Wednesday on Daniels, wide
receiver Terry McLaurin, who aggravat-
ed his quad injury, and offensive tackle
Laremy Tunsil, who exited the 28-7 road
loss with a hamstring injury.

Daniels, 24, sustained the right ham-
string strain in the third quarter of a 44-
22 road loss to the Dallas Cowboys on
Oct.19. He also sat out two games earlier
this season with a knee sprain sus-
tained in Week 2 versus the Green Bay
Packers.

The 2024 NFL Rookie of the Year,
Daniels has thrown for 1,031 yards, eight
touchdowns and one interception this
season with 211 rushing yards and one
rushing score.

Marcus Mariota relieved Daniels in
the Cowboys game and has started in
his place for three games, playing the
entire way against the Las Vegas Raid-
ers, Atlanta Falcons and Chiefs.

Mariota, who turns 32 on Thursday,
has completed 56 of 88 passes (63.6%)
for 639 yards, four touchdowns and four
interceptions.

Steelers coach Tomlin sticking
with embattled DC Austin

Head coach Mike Tomlin under-
stands criticism directed at Steelers de-
fensive coordinator Teryl Austin in the
midst of a two-game losing streak dur-
ing which the Bengals and Packers com-
bined for 68 points and six touchdown
passes.

The Steelers (4-3) are holding onto
first place in the AFC North entering No-
vember but far off on Tomlin’s own pre-
season expectations for a defense capa-
ble of “historic things.”

“I've known Teryl a long time,” Tom-
lin said on Tuesday. “He’s very capable.

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels looks to pass against the
Dallas Cowboys on Oct. 19 in Arlington, Texas. KEVIN JAIRAJ/IMAGN IMAGES

He’s very thorough. I've largely been
pleased with his work, but certainly he
and I are not pleased with where we are
right now from a defensive unit per-
spective, and so we’re just going to keep
working.”

Tomlin said replacing Austin as the
down-to-down defensive playcaller is
“not on the table as we sit here today,”
but the NFL's top-ranked offense is on
the schedule Sunday. Indianapolis (7-1)
would be the No. 1seed in the AFC if the
playoffs began this week and averages
33.8 points and 385.3 yards per game,
both tops in the league.

Reports: Patriots trade S Dugger
to Steelers, DE White to 49ers

The New England Patriots moved on
from a pair of former defensive starters
by trading safety Kyle Dugger to the
Pittsburgh Steelers and defensive end
Keion White to the San Francisco 49ers,
according to multiple media reports.

Both swaps are framed the same: The
Patriots are sending a seventh-round
draft pick along with their former player
while collecting a sixth-round choice in
return.

Dugger and White had been starters
under previous Pats head coaches Bill
Belichick and Jerod Mayo, but their
roles diminished for first-year coach

Mike Vrabel this season. White, 26, was
a healthy scratch for the Patriots’ 32-13
victory against the visiting Cleveland
Browns on Sunday.

Dugger joins a Steelers defense that
just lost veteran safety DeShon Elliott to
a hyperextended knee in Sunday night’s
loss to the Green Bay Packers. Head
coach Mike Tomlin said on Tuesday that
Elliott is week-to-week, according to
ESPN.

White’s new club, the 49ers, has
amassed just nine sacks in eight games
— only the Jacksonville Jaguars (eight in
seven) have fewer. San Francisco has
been trying to compete without five-
time Pro Bowl edge rusher Nick Bosa,
who sustained a season-ending torn
right ACL in Week 3.

Report: Chiefs RB Pacheco
(MCL sprain) week-to-week

Kansas City Chiefs running back
Isiah Pacheco is considered week-to-
week with an MCL sprain, NFL Network
reported.

Pacheco sustained the injury during
the fourth quarter of Kansas City’s 28-7
victory over the Washington Command-
ers on Monday.

He received a hard hit to his right
knee on his final carry and limped off
the field.

Pacheco, 26, has rushed for 329 yards
with one touchdown in eight games this
season. He also has 11 catches for 43
yards and a score.

Pacheco was limited to seven games
last season after he fractured the fibula
in his right leg in a Week 2 meeting with
the Cincinnati Bengals.

With Pacheco sidelined this time,
Kareem Hunt, Elijah Mitchell and
Brashard Smith likely will see their re-
spective workloads receive a bit of an
uptick.

Saints make switch to
start rookie QB Shough

The1-7 Saints are handing the keys of
the offense to rookie quarterback Tyler
Shough.

New Orleans coach Kellen Moore in-
formed Spencer Rattler and Shough of
the change.

Shough replaced Rattler late in the
third quarter of last weekend’s 23-3
home loss to the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers.

Shough will make his first start, with
Rattler as his backup, when the Saints
visit the Los Angeles Rams (5-2) on
Sunday.

A second-round pick in April out of
Louisville, Shough was selected 40th
overall and competing for the starting
job in training camp. Rattler was a fifth-
rounder in 2024 out of South Carolina.

Shough, 26, completed 17 of 30
passes for 128 yards with an intercep-
tion against the Buccaneers.

Rattler, 25, completed 68% of his
passes for 1,586 yards, eight touch-
downs and five picks in eight starts this
season.

Patriots CB Jones signs
contract extension

New England Patriots cornerback
Marcus Jones signed a contract exten-
sion.

Terms of the deal were not disclosed,
however NFL Network reported it was a
three-year, $36 million extension.

Jones, 27, has recorded 36 tackles,
two interceptions and a sack in eight
games (five starts) while playing on the
final year of his rookie contract. He also
returned a punt 87 yards for a touch-
down in the Patriots’ 42-13 victory over
the Carolina Panthers in Week 4.

Week 8

Continued from Page 1

Tua Tagovailoa: Added to the injury
report Sunday with an illness, the Mi-
ami Dolphins quarterback said he woke
up with his left eye swollen shut. He
then fired off a season-high four touch-
down passes to help Miami break a
three-game losing streak with a 34-10
win over the Atlanta Falcons.

The sixth-year signal-caller said af-
ter the game he would be keeping the vi-
sor he donned, but that’s hardly the only
thing he and the offense should be cling-
ing onto. A heavier commitment to the
run game helped the Dolphins keep the
Falcons off balance, and nine different
receivers got in on the action by record-
ing at least one catch.

Aaron Glenn: Not many coaches
have navigated a more difficult intro-
duction to their first top job than Glenn,
who seemed at a loss to account for his
team’s repeated miscues through nearly
the first two months of the season.

Yet with things seemingly continuing
to build against him — owner Woody
Johnson’s pointed criticism of Justin
Fields this week only drove more drama,
as did the team’s decision not to reveal
its starter prior to the weekend - the
leader of Gang Green finally scored a
breakthrough with a 39-38 win against
the Cincinnati Bengals.

Tucker Kraft: On an otherwise mut-
ed National Tight Ends Day, the Green
Bay Packers’ third-year standout seized
the spotlight in prime time.

Operating as the focal point of the
Packers’ aerial attack, Kraft hauled in
seven catches for 143 yards - tops
among all players on Sunday — and two
touchdowns. The former third-round
pick from South Dakota State has blos-
somed from intriguing talent to a true
go-to target.

James Cook III: Is it possible for a
216-yard, two-touchdown outing to feel
like a light day? That’s how Cook’s per-
formance came across, as the Buffalo
Bills running back needed just 19 carries
- none of them coming in the fourth

Browns edge rusher and NFL sacks co-leader Myles G

i

arrett looks on during a loss

to the Patriots on Oct. 26. MADDIE MEYER/GETTY IMAGES

quarter — to set a career high in his
team’s 40-9 romp against the Carolina
Panthers.

Tyler Huntley: Nothing is guaran-
teed in the life of a veteran fill-in quar-
terback, as Andy Dalton and Kirk Cous-
ins can attest after trying days.

But when the Baltimore Ravens’ al-
ready tumultuous season threatened to
careen off a cliff as Lamar Jackson
missed yet another game amid contro-
versy, Huntley stepped in to secure a 30-
16 win over the Chicago Bears that could
prove critical to the team’s hopes of a
midseason revival.

Losers

Atlanta Falcons: Can’t expect to
break a seven-year playoff drought -
tied for the second-longest active streak
- with monthly faceplants like this. Be-
tween September’s 30-0 flop against
the Panthers and Sunday’s drubbing by
the Dolphins, Atlanta now owns two of
the most bewildering performances of
the early season.

Kirk Cousins once again proved not

up to the task of handling the offensive
reins, failing to get much of anything go-
ing until garbage time. And for the sec-
ond straight contest, Bijan Robinson
and the ground game looked largely
toothless.

Cincinnati Bengals: Heading into
Sunday, the Bengals looked on the prec-
ipice of doing the unthinkable: creeping
back into the playoff race thanks to an
in-season trade for a 40-year-old quar-
terback. Simply handling the winless
Jets would have put Cincinnati back at
.500 with a favorable setup down the
stretch.

Yet despite racking up 181 rushing
yards and not turning the ball over, the
Bengals couldn’t figure out a way to slow
New York, particularly in a fourth quar-
ter that saw them surrender 23 points.

New York Giants: Cam Skattebo’s
gruesome ankle injury took a visible toll
on the rookie running back’s team-
mates, and the New York Giants had le-
gitimate reason to be upset with some
key calls in a 38-20 loss to the Philadel-
phia Eagles.

Still, there’s no question that most of

Big Blue’s misery is a product of the
team’s own doing. It came as no surprise
that Saquon Barkley enjoyed a get-right
game with a season-high 150 yards
against his former team and a vulnera-
ble run defense.

Dallas Cowboys’ defense: Leave it to
Sean Payton to pull no punches in sum-
ming up his offense’s mentality when
facing the league’s last-ranked defense.

“We wanted to keep them last,” said
the Denver Broncos coach. That he and
his charges did, as Bo Nix and Co. rolled
to a 44-24 win that featured little resis-
tance.

Nix threw four touchdown passes —
with a fifth easily within reach, had it
not been for a penalty and subsequent
drop by Courtland Sutton — while taking
zero sacks and just one hit.

Myles Garrett’s brilliance: The last-
ing image of Garrett’s day should have
been him wrapping up Drake Maye on
any one of the edge rusher’s five sacks.
Instead, it might be the former NFL De-
fensive Player of the Year sitting alone at
the end of the Cleveland Browns’ bench
toward the culmination of a 32-13 loss to
the New England Patriots.

Quite literally, Garrett has set himself
apart from his peers since he entered
the league, and he reinforced that Sun-
day by passing Hall of Famer Reggie
White for the most sacks (112 %) by any
player before turning 30.

But the Browns’ continued inability
to build in any form off Garrett’s record-
setting performance creates an uncom-
fortable dissonance. Garrett slammed
his helmet after being pulled by the
Browns, and it’s understandable that he
would feel frustration while bumping
against the ceiling of just how much he
can do for this franchise.

Dillon Gabriel: There’s no quarter-
back controversy in Cleveland, where
coach Kevin Stefanski affirmed after
Sunday’s rout that Gabriel would re-
main the starter coming out of the forth-
coming bye.

But it’s getting harder to figure out
the third-round rookie passer’s value
when he’s coughing up interceptions,
with two bad ones coming against the
Patriots.
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Maxey rallies Sixers to an OT victory

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Tyrese Maxey scored 23 of his 39
points in the fourth quarter and over-
time as the visiting Philadelphia 76ers
remained unbeaten after storming
back from a19-point third-quarter def-
icit to beat the Washington Wizards
139-134 on Tuesday.

Joel Embiid scored 25 points in 23
minutes for Philadelphia while Quen-
tin Grimes scored 23, Kelly Oubre Jr.
added 17 points and 11 rebounds and VJ
Edgecombe scored 14. Maxey produced
nine of the Sixers’13 points in overtime.

Alex Sarr paced Washington with 31
points and 11 rebounds while Kyshawn
George scored 20 points. Marvin Ba-
gley III and CJ McCollum added 14
points apiece, Corey Kispert and Khris
Middleton each scored 13 while Tre
Johnson and Bub Carrington had 10
apiece.

Washington led 126-116 with 2:41re-
maining in regulation before the Sixers
capped a 17-4 run with 10 straight
points to tie the game at 126-126 on
Grimes’ 3-pointer with 39 seconds left.

Washington’s chance to win the
game in regulation fell short when Mid-
dleton missed a jumper at the buzzer.

Thunder 107, Kings 101

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 31
to lead Oklahoma City to a home vic-
tory over Sacramento.

The Thunder remained undefeated,
winning their fifth consecutive game to
start the season.

Oklahoma City did it, on the second
night of a back-to-back, without Chet
Holmgren. Holmgren, who played a big
role in Monday’s win in Dallas, sat out
the game with back soreness.

The Thunder cut the deficit to one
early in the fourth on five consecutive
points from Ajay Mitchell.

But the Kings quickly answered
with a turnaround jumper from Malik
Monk, then stretched the lead back to
seven midway through the quarter.

Then Oklahoma City ripped off a
14-2 run to take control.

Gilgeous-Alexander had seven
points and an assist during the final six
minutes, to finish 14 of 26 from the floor
with nine rebounds.

Aaron Wiggins and Mitchell fin-
ished with 18 points each in the win.

While Oklahoma City was without
Holmgren, it did have Alex Caruso back
for the first time since the opener.

Bucks 121, Knicks 111

Giannis Antetokounmpo continued
his hot start by scoring 23 of his game-
high 37 points in the second half,
sparking Milwaukee’s comeback from
a double-digit deficit to a win over vis-

— L . e

Philadelphia 76ers guard Tyrese Maxey (0) drives to the basket against

Wizards guard CJ McCollum on Oct. 28 in Washington. GEOFF BURKE/IMAGN IMAGES

iting New York.

Antetokounmpo’s layup with 5:31
left snapped a 103-103 tie, putting the
Bucks ahead for good and kickstarting
a game-ending 18-8 run as Milwaukee
won for the third time in four contests.

Antetokounmpo added eight re-
bounds and seven assists — including
six rebounds and six assists in the sec-
ond half. He is averaging 36.3 points, 14
rebounds and seven assists per game
this season.

Ryan Rollins scored a career-high 25
points while Gary Trent Jr. added 11
points for the Bucks, who trailed by 14
points in the second quarter and were
down 71-59 at the half.

Jalen Brunson put up 36 points for
the Knicks, who have lost two straight
after opening the season 2-0. Brunson
played the final 6:13 with an apparent
right leg injury sustained as he tried
lunging back for the ball after Rollins
swatted it away from him.

Warriors 98, Clippers 79

Jimmy Butler III put up a game-high
21 points without shooting a free throw
and Golden State, holding James Hard-
en scoreless in the second half, blitzed
Los Angeles in San Francisco.

On a night when the Clippers were
called for just five fouls, the Warriors
overcame a 3-for-4 night at the free
throw line by burying 17 of 45 (37.8%)
from beyond the arc.

With Harden scoring all 20 of his
points, the Clippers overcame an early
15-point deficit to take a 49-46 halftime
lead.

But Los Angeles, which had beaten
the Warriors seven straight times, add-
ed just 30 points over the final 24 min-
utes as Golden State, harassing the vis-

itors into 16 turnovers, gradually pulled
away.

The Clippers shot just 36.6% overall
and18.2% (6 of 33) on 3-point attempts
en route to their lowest point total
since scoring 79 against the Cleveland
Cavaliers in October 2021. The Warriors
finished at 45.3% from the field.

Butler, who had gotten to the foul
line 42 times in Golden State’s first four
games, hit nine of his 12 shots overall
and three of his four 3-point attempts.

Heat 144, Hornets 117

Jaime Jaquez Jr. scored a season-
high 28 points off the bench to lead Mi-
ami to a win over visiting Charlotte.

Bam Adebayo added 26 points and
Andrew Wiggins scored 21 for the Heat,
who shot a clinical 54.2% from the
field, 44.4% from 3-point range and
90.9% from the free-throw line.

Pelle Larsson scored a career-best 17
points after being promoted to the
starting five following Norman Powell’s
late withdrawal due to a groin strain
suffered at morning practice.

LaMelo Ball scored 15 of his 20
points in the first quarter. He finished
with nine assists and eight rebounds,
but was wayward, shooting 6-of-18
from the floor.

Kon Knueppel hit 5 of 11 threes and
put up 19 points, while Collin Sexton
had 18 points and Miles Bridges
chipped in 17.

Ball missed his last eight 3-point at-
tempts after getting off to a fast start,
knocking down his first four from
downtown in the first quarter.

But the Heat took the momentum
and a 37-34 lead into the first break
thanks to their18-0 advantage in bench
production.

BOX SCORES

Oklahoma City 107, Sacramento 101
SACRAMENTO (101)
DeRozan 7-14 5-6 19, LaVine 6-13 7-7 23, Sabonis 5-15 0-0 10,
Schroder 4-9 0-0 8, Westbrook 6-16 0-0 16, Ellis 4-10 2-2 12, Monk
3-73-4 9, Eubanks 0-0 0-0 0, Carter 1-12-2 4. Totals 36-85 19-21
101.
OKLAHOMA CITY (107)

Dort 4-9 4-4 13, Wiggins 7-15 0-0 18, Hartenstein 2-3 0-1 4,
Gilgeous-Alexander 14-26 2-2 31, Wallace 3-9 0-0 8, Caruso 2-5
2-2 8, Mitchell 7-15 1-118, Williams 1-6 0-0 3, Barnhizer 1-3 0-0 2,
Carlson 1-1 0-0 2, Youngblood 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-92 9-10 107.
SAC 29 33 21 18 - 101
OKC 24 34 22 21 - 107
3-Point Goals: Sacramento 10-29 (LaVine 4-6, Westbrook 4-8,
Ellis 2-5, DeRozan 0-2, Sabonis 0-2, Schroder 0-3, Monk 0-3),
Oklahoma City 14-44 (Wiggins 4-10, Mitchell 3-7, Caruso 2-5,
Wallace 2-5, Gilgeous-Alexander 1-5, Dort 1-6, Williams 1-6).
Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Sacramento 46 (Sabonis 18),
Oklahoma City 44 (Hartenstein 14). Assists: Sacramento 21
(Monk, Westbrook 4), Oklahoma City 26 (Wiggins 6). Total Fouls:
Sacramento 16, Oklahoma City 19. A: 18,203 (18,203)

Miami 144, Charlotte 117

CHARLOTTE (117)
Bridges 6-16 3-417, Knueppel 7-15 0-0 19, Kalkbrenner 5-5 0-0 10,
Ball 6-18 4-5 20, Sexton 7-11 2-2 18, Mann 3-15 0-0 8, James 2-2
2-2 8, Diabate 3-4 2-2 8, Salaun 0-3 3-4 3, McNeeley 1-1 3-4 6.
Totals 40-90 19-23 117.
MIAMI (144)

Adebayo 10-16 3-4 26, Wiggins 8-15 2-2 21, Ware 4-13 4-5 14,
Larsson 6-10 2-2 17, Mitchell 4-10 0-0 8, Jaquez Jr. 9-14 8-8 28,
Jovic 4-7 0-0 10, Fontecchio 3-5 1-110, Smith 2-3 0-0 5, Young 0-0
0-0 0, Johnson 1-2 0-0 2, Gardner 1-1 0-0 3. Totals 52-96 20-22
144.

CHA 34 26 28 29 - 117
MIA 37 39 29 39 - 144
3-Point Goals: Charlotte 18-46 (Knueppel 5-11, Ball 4-12, Sexton
2-2, James 2-2, Bridges 2-8, Mann 2-8, McNeeley 1-1, Salaun 0-2),
Miami 20-45 (Fontecchio 3-4, Adebayo 3-5, Wiggins 3-6, Larsson
3-6, Jaquez Jr. 2-4, Jovic 2-4, Ware 2-8, Gardner 1-1, Smith 1-2,
Mitchell 0-5). Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Charlotte 41 (Ball 8),
Miami 37 (Ware 9). Assists: Charlotte 26 (Ball 9), Miami 34
(Mitchell 9). Total Fouls: Charlotte 18, Miami 16. A: 19,600 (19,600)

Philadelphia 139, Washington 134 (OT)

PHILADELPHIA (139)
Edwards 1-3 0-0 3, Oubre Jr. 5-13 4-5 17, Embiid 9-17 4-6 25,
Edgecombe 4-12 2-2 14, Maxey 11-25 14-16 39, Grimes 7-17 6-6 23,
Watford 1-3 0-0 2, Bona 1-3 0-0 2, Drummond 3-4 0-0 6, Walker
3-3 2-2 8, Gordon 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 45-100 32-37 139.

WASHINGTON (134)
George 8-17 0-2 20, Middleton 4-11 4-4 13, Sarr 13-23 2-2 31,
Carrington 3-6 2-2 10, McCollum 4-14 4-4 14, Johnson 4-11 0-0 10,
Kispert 5-11 1-3 13, Bagley Ill 6-7 2-4 14, Whitmore 4-7 0-0 9.
Totals 51-107 15-21 134.
PHI 32 36 26 32 13 - 139
WAS 40 32 38 16 8 - 134
3-Point Goals: Philadelphia 17-42 (Edgecombe 4-8, Oubre Jr. 3-5,
Embiid 3-6, Maxey 3-9, Grimes 3-10, Edwards 1-3, Watford 0-1),
Washington 17-43 (George 4-7, Sarr 3-7, Carrington 2-3, McCollum
2-6, Johnson 2-7, Kispert 2-8, Whitmore 1-2, Middleton 1-3).
Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Philadelphia 55 (Oubre Jr. 11),
Washington 50 (Sarr 11). Assists: Philadelphia 26 (Maxey 10),
Washington 33 (George, McCollum 7). Total Fouls: Philadelphia
21, Washington 30. A: 15,529 (20,308)

Milwaukee 121, New York 111
NEW YORK (111)
Anunoby 3-11 2-3 9, Bridges 8-16 5-5 24, Towns 2-12 4-4 8,
Brunson 14-25 7-9 36, Shamet 5-112-2 16, Hart 1-5 0-0 3, Clarkson
4-7 0-0 10, Hukporti 0-0 0-0 0, Kolek 2-5 0-0 5, Diawara 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 39-92 20-23 111.
MILWAUKEE (121)
Antetokounmpo 16-22 5-7 37, Trent Jr. 4-9 1-111, Turner 1-6 2-2 5,
Green 3-5 0-0 9, Rollins 8-115-5 25, Anthony 2-6 0-0 4, Prince 3-4
0-0 8, Kuzma 0-2 5-6 5, Portis 4-10 0-0 9, Coffey 2-3 3-3 8. Totals
43-78 21-24121.
NYK 26 45 20 20 - MM
MIL 27 32 3% 21 - 11
3-Point Goals: New York 13-40 (Shamet 4-9, Bridges 3-7, Clarkson
2-3, Kolek 1-3, Hart 1-4, Brunson 1-5, Anunoby 1-6, Towns 0-3),
Milwaukee 14-33 (Rollins 4-4, Green 3-5, Prince 2-3, Trent Jr. 2-5,
Coffey 1-2, Portis 1-4, Turner 1-5, Antetokounmpo 0-1, Kuzma 0-1,
Anthony 0-3). Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: New York 44 (Towns
12), Milwaukee 38 (Antetokounmpo, Turner 8). Assists: New York
23 (Bridges 6), Milwaukee 27 (Anthony 9). Total Fouls: New York
21, Milwaukee 21. A: 16,309 (17,500)

Golden State 98, L.A. Clippers 79
L.A. CLIPPERS (79)
Zubac 7-12 0-0 14, Dunn 2-6 0-0 5, Collins 2-6 1-2 5, Batum 1-4 0-0
3, Lopez 1-6 1-2 3, Paul 0-2 0-0 0, Brown 1-10-0 2, Christie 1-21-2
4, Niederhauser 0-0 0-0 0, Telfort 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 30-82 13-16
79.

GOLDEN STATE (98)

Post 4-9 0-0 12, Podziemski 5-10 0-0 12, Moody 3-9 0-0 9,
Horford 1-5 0-0 2, Hield 1-2 0-0 2, Richard 2-3 0-0 5, Santos 0-2
0-0 0, Payton I1 0-0 0-0 0, Jackson-Davis 0-0 0-0 0, Spencer 0-0
0-0 0. Totals 39-85 3-4 98.

LAC 25 24 14 16 - 79
GSW 33 13 32 20 - 98
3-Point Goals: L.A. Clippers 6-33 (Dunn 1-2, Christie 1-2, Leonard
1-4, Batum 1-4, Harden 1-5, Jones Jr. 1-6, Paul 0-1, Collins 0-2,
Bogdanovic 0-3, Lopez 0-4), Golden State 17-45 (Post 4-7, Butler
3-4, Moody 3-7, Podziemski 2-6, Curry 2-8, Kuminga 1-2, Richard
1-2, Green 1-3, Hield 0-1, Santos 0-2, Horford 0-3). Fouled Out:
None. Rebounds: L.A. Clippers 47 (Zubac 13), Golden State 42
(Post 8). Assists: L.A. Clippers 10 (Niederhauser, Paul 2), Golden
State 24 (Curry 8). Total Fouls: L.A. Clippers 5, Golden State 15. A:
0 (18,064)

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

CFP

Continued from Page 1

Ohio State and Indiana have one
common opponent: Illinois. The Hoo-
siers won by 53 in Bloomington, Ind.,
and the Buckeyes won by 18 on the road.

Then there’s Texas A&M, a hot team
with the big win of the moment (at LSU).
But a bye week before the first CFP poll
allows Ohio State (vs. Penn State) and
Indiana (at Maryland) to make state-
ments, and influence the selection com-
mittee.

Or the committee will punt and select
the No.1team in the coaches and media
polls — which they’ve done a majority of
the time with their initial poll since the
first CFP in 2014.

Alook at this week’s CFP projections.

1. Indiana: Three of the final four
games are away from Bloomington, so if
someone is going to upset the Hoosiers,
this is the month. Next: at Maryland.

2. Ohio State: This team hasn’t been
threatened all season by any semblance
of an offense. And won’t until the Big
Ten championship game. Next: Penn
State.

3. Texas A&M: If we're being intel-
lectually honest, the schedule isn’t what
it first appeared to be (avoiding Georgia
and Alabama). Aggies will cruise to12-0.
Next: Bye week.

4. Alabama: A year after a whole lot
of ugly on the road in the SEC, the ugly is
still there. But now it comes with wins.

' -

Ohio State quarterback Julian Sayin throws a pass against Wisconsin on Oct. 18

in Madison, Wisconsin. MARK HOFFMAN/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL

Next: Bye week.

5. Georgia: Dawgs are measured
against championship Georgia teams of
recent past. That’s a losing proposition
in every way imaginable. Next: Florida
(Jacksonville, Fla.)

6. Ole Miss: Huge statement win at
Oklahoma. Rebels should win out and
finish 11-1, and still may not play in SEC
championship game. Next: South Caro-

lina.

7. Oregon: Considered a lock for the
CFP, Ducks still have plenty of heavy
lifting remaining. Next: Bye week.

8. Miami: The biggest question in
Coral Gables: Can the Canes stay moti-
vated over the final month of the season
against overmatched ACC? Next: at
SMU.

9. Vanderbilt: It’s all new territory

Projected CFP bracket

First-round byes

e Indiana, Ohio State, Texas A&M,
Alabama.

First-round games
o (12) South Florida at (5) Georgia
o (11) Texas Tech at Ole Miss (6)
o (10) Georgia Tech at Oregon (7)
e (9) Vanderbilt at Miami (8)

for this program. Every week is the next
step into the unknown, yet the Commo-
dores keep stacking wins. Next: at Tex-
as.

10. Georgia Tech: QB Haynes King is
getting stronger as November arrives,
and there’s a dangerous trap game
against a team (and coach) desperate
for a win staring back. Next: at NC State.

1. Texas Tech: Biggest two-game
stretch of the season for Red Raiders.
Will stout defense have an answer for
surging K-State QB Avery Johnson (12
TDs in past four games)? Next: at Kan-
sas State.

12. South Florida: Blew a two-touch-
down lead at Memphis. Will get one
more shot to win there (and likely earn a
CFP spot) in the AAC championship
game. Next: Bye week.

Matt Hayes is the senior national col-
lege football writer for USA TODAY
Sports Network. Follow him on X at
@MattHayesCFB.
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MLB: WORLD SERIES

G o

Dodgers’ 18-inning win one for the ages

ST oo ] J A

Bob Nightengale
Columnist
USA TODAY

LOS ANGELES - Hall of Famer Sandy
Koufax may be 89 years old — hasn’t
thrown a single pitch in 60 years — but
was so excited Monday night that he
rushed into the Los Angeles Dodgers
clubhouse, almost ready to put on a uni-
form himself.

This is the 121st World Series played,
and no one has ever seen a game quite
like it, featuring 44 players, 19 pitchers, a
batter reaching base nine times, five
outs recorded on the bases, a player be-
coming the first to hit two walk-off hom-
ers in the World Series, a reliever who
wasn’t even on the playoff roster until
four days ago becoming the winning
pitcher, in a game that lasted 18 innings,
tied for the longest in World Series his-
tory.

It was that kind of zany and historic
night on Monday at Dodger Stadium,
where the Dodgers outlasted the Toron-
to Blue Jays, 6-5, in 18 innings — an in-
stant World Series classic lasting six
hours, 39 minutes, with Freddie Free-
man hitting a walk-off homer to lead off
the 18th and give the Dodgers a
2-games-to-1lead.

“It’s one of the greatest World Series
games of all time,” Dodgers manager
Dave Roberts said. “I'm spent emotion-
ally. We got a ball game later tonight
(Tuesday, Oct. 28 at 8 p.m. ET), which is
crazy.”

Oh yeah, and the guy taking the
mound is the same guy who just reached
base nine times, Shohei Ohtani, who hit
two homers, two doubles, and was
walked five times — four times inten-
tionally.

“I'hope we don’t lose sight,” Freeman
said, “our starting pitcher got on base
nine times tonight. Just incredible.”

Said Blue Jays third baseman Ernie
Clement: “You can’t explain it. He’s the
best player to ever play this game.”

And yet, despite the historic perfor-
mance, Ohtani was almost an after-
thought as the game went on, being in-
tentionally walked in the ninth, 11th, 13th
and 15th innings, and walked on four
pitches in the 17th inning.

While Ohtani was being walked, re-

The Dodgers celebrate defeating the Toronto Blue Jays in the 18th inning

of

Game 3 of the World Series on Oct. 27 in Los Angeles. KIRBY LEE/IMAGN IMAGES

liever Justin Wrobleski, after pitching in
the sixth inning, kept running in and out
of the Dodgers clubhouse for 11 innings
with his other teammates who were out
of the game, furiously changing sweat-
shirts, shoes, pants and anything for
good luck.

“I went sweatshirt, then I went no
sweatshirt, and then I went three differ-
ent pairs of shoes,” Wrobleski said. “The
third pair of shoes finally worked.”

Infielder Miguel Rojas was getting his
arm loose, and was ready in case the
Dodgers wanted to turn to a position
player after already using 10 pitchers,
with Roberts saying on TV during the
game that he was nearly ready to do just
that.

“I was trying to get myself ready,” Ro-
jas said. “I was going to throw every-
thing I have, even that eephus pitch.”

Dodgers starter Yoshinobu Yamamo-
to, who threw a complete game just two
days ago, actually was warming up in
the bullpen as the game ended, ready to
come in for emergency relief.

There was Ohtani, who said he was
tired and just wanted to go to bed,
knowing he is scheduled to take the
mound in a few hours.

It was a night where Freeman was the
hero, becoming the first player to hit
multiple walk-off homers in World Se-
ries history.

But another man who will be forever

remembered in Dodger folklore is Will
Klein. He’s a 25-year-old journeyman
who has pitched for five teams, was
added to the World Series roster at the
last minute, and who pitched four shut-
out innings to perhaps save the Dodgers’
season.

When Freeman’s fly ball sailed over
the center-field fence, he thrust his right
arm high into the air, and then both
hands as he circled the bases and
crossed home plate. Nearly the entire
team encircled Klein to congratulate
him as the winning pitcher.

What was said exactly?

“Probably nothing that was in Eng-
lish,” Dodgers third baseman Max Mun-
cy said. “It was just a bunch of gibber-
ish. Iwas too tired, too excited but we all
made sure to give him a hug and tell him
how important that was.”

While it may have been a blur to
Muncy and his teammates, pardon
Klein if he remembers every detail the
rest of his life.

“That was so cool,” Klein said. “I nev-
er dreamed that anything like this
would happen. So just having all those
guys like kind of celebrating me for a
second there was just insane. I don’t
think I could have dreamt a dream that
good.

“Yeah, that was crazy.”

So was the entire game.

There were 10 runs scored in the first

seven innings, and not another until
Freeman’s 18th-inning homer.

There were five runners thrown out
on the bases, four ending innings.

There were 44 players used, includ-
ing19 pitchers, with not a single reliever
left in either bullpen.

“I think we’ll be talking about this
game for a long time,” Muncy said. “We
always talk about a regular playoff game
islike playing three extra-inning games.
And we basically just played a double-
header back-to-back today.”

And, of course, there was Klein.

“He will be remembered as a hero,”
Rojas said.

MONDAY’S BOX SCORE

L.A. Dodgers 6, Toronto 5 (18)

TOR...... ...000 400 100 000 000 000- 5 15 O
LAD..... .01 020 100 000 000 001- 6 16 2
Toronto AB R H BI| BB SO Avg.
Springer dh 3 0 0 0 0 2 213
a-France ph-dh 3 0 1 0 0 1 333
g-Schneider pr-dh 3 0 1 0 0 1 167
Lukes If-rf 8 0 1 0 1 1 154
Guerrero Jr. 1b 7 2 2 0 2 0 333
Bichette 2b 4 1 2 1 0 1 429
b-Kiner-Falefa pr-2b 4 0 0 0 1 2 .000
Varsho cf 6 0 2 0 2 1 .231
Kirk ¢ 4 1 2 3 2 0 500
e-Heineman pr-c 3 0 0 0 0 1 .000
Barger rf 4 1 2 0 0 1 444
c-Straw pr-If 4 0 0 0 0 1 .000
Clement 3b 8 0 1 0 0 1 267
Gimenez ss 6 0 1 1 1 3 154
Totals 67 5 15 5 9 16

L.A. Dodgers AB R H BI| BB SO Avg.
Ohtani dh 4 3 4 3 5 0 500
Betts ss 8 0 1 0 1 1 133
Freeman 1b 7 1 2 2 2 0 .231
Smith ¢ 6 0 1 0 1 4 .308
Muncy 3b 7 0 0 0 1 3 143
Hernandez rf 8 1 4 1 0 0 .267
Edman 2b-cf 8 0 1 0 0 2 133
Hernandez If 5 1 2 0 0 3 231
f-Rojas ph-2b 2 0 0 0 0 0 000
Pages cf 5 0 0 0 0 0 077
d-Call ph-If 3 0 1 0 0 0 333
Totals 63 6 16 6 10 13

a-struck out for Springer in 7th. b-ran for Bichette in 7th. c-ran for
Barger in 8th. d-popped out for Pages in 13th. e-ran for Kirk in
12th. f-sacrificed for Hernandez in 13th. g-ran for France in 10th.
E: Betts, Edman. 2B: Lukes (1), Ohtani 2 (2), Edman (1). HR: Kirk (2),
Ohtani 2 (3), Freeman (1), Hernandez (1). RBI: Bichette (1), Kirk 3
(6), Gimenez (2), Ohtani 3 (5), Freeman 2 (2), Hernandez (1). CS:
Ohtani (1). SB: Freeman (1). SF: Gimenez. S: Rojas. Runners left in
scoring position: Toronto 10 (Springer, Lukes 4, Kirk, Heineman 2,
Straw, Clement), L.A. Dodgers 8 (Betts, Freeman 3, Smith, Muncy,
Edman, Rojas). RISP: Toronto 2 for 12, L.A. Dodgers 2 for 14.

Toronto L H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Scherzer 41 5 3 3 1 3.7 6.23
Fluharty 01 2 1 1 0o 0 14 9.00
Varland 11 2 0 0 0 2 2 9.00
Dominguez BS, 1 1.0 1 1 1 2 1 27 3.86
Bassitt 1.0 0 0 0 0 1 8 0.00
Hoffman 20 1 0 0 1 1 33 0.00
Fisher 11 1 0 0 1 2 19 540
Lauer 42 2 0 0 4 2 68 0.00
Little L, 0-1 1.0 2 1 1 1 1 29 9.00
L.A. Dodgers L4 H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Glasnow 42 5 4 2 3 5 85 3.86
Banda 01 0o 0 0 0 0 3 27.00
Wrobleski 12 1 0 0 0 2 28 0.00
Treinen 01 3 1 1 0 0 15 2700
Dreyer 01 1 0 0 ] 0 5 0.00
Sasaki 12 1 0 0 2 0 29 0.00
Sheehan 22 3 0 0 2 2 37 9.00
Kershaw 01 o 0 0 0o 0 8 0.00
Henriquez 20 0 0 0 [} 2 30 0.00
Klein W, 1-0 4.0 1 [ 2 5 12 0.00

Inherited runners: Fluharty 1-0, Varland 1-1, Banda 1-1, Sasaki 2-2,
Kershaw 3-3. HBP: Varsho, Smith. IBB: Hoffman (2), Fisher (1),
Lauer 3 (3), Sheehan (1). WP: Klein. Umpires: HP-Wegner,
1B-Porter, 2B-Hamari, 3B-Baker, LF-Little, RF-Johnson. T: 6:39. A:
52,654 (56,000).

Game 4

Continued from Page 1

After reaching base nine times in
Game 3, he went 0-for-3 at the plate in
Game 4 with a walk and two strikeouts.

The Dodgers’ offense has managed
three runs over the past 20 innings go-
ing back to the eighth inning of Game 3.

“Whether it’s during the regular sea-
son or the postseason, my goal is to be
able to pitch six innings,” Ohtani said
through an interpreter. “The situation,
this game, I wanted to go seven, and it
was regrettable that I wasn’t able to fin-
ish that inning.”

Game 5 in the best-of-seven series is
scheduled for Wednesday at Dodger
Stadium.

Enrique Hernandez gave the Dodgers
al-0lead in the second inning on a sac-
rifice fly that scored Max Muncy.

The Blue Jays moved in front 2-1 in
the third inning on Guerrero’s two-run
shot to left-center against Ohtani. The
long ball was the seventh of the post-
season but the first of the World Series
for Guerrero, who entered the night
without an RBI in the Fall Classic.

“I was just looking for a pitch to do
damage, and I saw it right there up in the
zone, and I could do damage,” Guerrero
said through an interpreter about hit-
ting a home run off an Ohtani sweeper.

When Bieber struck out Ohtani on a
foul tip in the third inning, it ended Oh-
tani’'s World Series-record streak of
reaching base in 11 consecutive plate ap-
pearances. Ohtani had singled in the
eighth inning of Game 2, reached base
all nine times in Game 3 (including two
doubles and two homers) and walked in
the first inning of Game 4.

“You know, we're facing quality arms
this time of the year against really good
teams, and we’re facing the best of the
best, so I think it’s not that easy,” Ohtani
said about the Dodgers’ offense. “But at
the same time, we could do at least the
bare minimum to be able to put up some
runs.”

Bieber (2-0) gave up one run on four
hits over 5% innings with three walks
and three strikeouts.

Toronto Blue Jays starting pitcher Shane Bieber delivers to the plate during the

second inning against the Dodgers during Game 4 of the World Series on Oct. 28
at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles. KIYOSHI MIO/IMAGN IMAGES

“I'would have loved to give the team a
couple more innings, but ultimately, it’s
the World Series and a win is all that
matters,” Bieber said.

Ohtani (2-1) departed from the
mound in the seventh after the Blue
Jays opened the inning with a single
from Daulton Varsho and a double from

Clement.

Dodgers left-hander Anthony Banda
took over on the mound, and Gimenez
greeted him with an RBI single to left,
making it a 3-1 game. Ty France deliv-
ered a run-scoring groundout before Bi-
chette and Barger added RBI hits for a
6-1lead.

Los Angeles got back one run in the
ninth on a run-scoring groundout by
Tommy Edman.

Toronto played without leadoff man
George Springer because of an injury to
his right side that occurred in Game 3.

“I'feel really good about this team ev-
ery night,” Blue Jays manager John
Schneider said. “It’s hard to play 18 in-
nings and come back and kind of flip the
narrative against a very talented team
and a very talented individual in Shohei
Ohtani on the mound.”

TUESDAY’S BOX SCORE

Toronto 6, L.A. Dodgers 2

TOR 002 000 400- 6 11 0
LAD 010 000 001- 2 6 O
Toronto AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Lukes If 3 1 2 0 0 0 .250
b-France ph 1 0 0 1 0 0 .250
Straw If 1 0 0 0 0 1 .000
Guerrero Jr. 1b 4 2 2 2 1 1 .368
Bichette dh 4 0 1 1 1 0 364
Barger rf 5 0 2 1 0 1 429
Kirk ¢ 4 0 0 0 1 2 357
Varsho cf 5 1 1 0 0 2 222
Clement 3b 4 1 2 0 0 1 316
Gimenez ss 3 1 1 1 0 1 188
Kiner-Falefa 2b 4 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Totals 38 6 n 6 3 9

L.A. Dodgers AB R H Bl BB SO Avg.
Ohtani dh 3 0 0 0 1 2 400
Betts ss 4 0 1 0 0 0 158
Freeman 1b 4 0 2 0 0 1 294
Smith ¢ 4 0 0 0 0 0 235
Hernandez rf 3 1 1 0 1 0 278
Muncy 3b 3 1 1 0 1 1 76
Edman 2b 3 0 1 1 1 1 167
Hernandez If-cf 3 0 0 1 0 1 188
Pages cf 2 0 0 0 0 0 067
a-Call ph-If 2 0 0 0 0 1 .200
Totals 31 2 6 2 4 17

a-struck out for Pages in 7th. b-grounded out for Lukes in 7th.

2B: Clement (1), Muncy (1). HR: Guerrero Jr. (1). RBI: France (1),
Guerrero Jr. 2 (2), Bichette (2), Barger (5), Gimenez (3), Edman
(1), Hernandez (2). SF: Hernandez. Runners left in scoring
position: Toronto 5 (Straw 2, Kirk 2, Varsho), L.A. Dodgers 2
(Edman, Call). RISP: Toronto 3 for 11. GIDP: Smith. DP: Toronto 1.

Toronto 1P H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Bieber W, 1-0 51 4 1 1 3 3 81 1.69
Fluharty H, 1 0.2 0 0 0 0 1 4 540
Bassitt 20 1 0 0 0 2 2 0.00
Varland 1.0 1 1 1 1 1 20 9.00
L.A. Dodgers 1P H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Ohtani L, 0-1 6.0 6 4 4 1 6 93 6.00
Banda 0.2 1 2 2 1 0 15 27.00
Treinen 01 2 0 0 0o 0 8 13.50
Dreyer 2.0 2 0 0 1 3 29 0.00

Ohtani pitched to 2 batters in the 7th.
Inherited runners: Fluharty 2-2, Banda 2-0, Treinen 2-0. HBP:
Gimenez. IBB: Banda (1), Dreyer (1). Balk: Varland (1). Umpires:
HP-Tumpane, 1B-Hamari, 2B-Baker, 3B-Little, LF-Johnson,
RF-Wegner. T: 2:54. A: 52,552 (56,000).
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Brink delivers Flyers to chaotic SO victory

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Bobby Brink scored a dazzling shoot-
out goal Tuesday, providing the differ-
ence in the Philadelphia Flyers’ action-
packed 3-2 win over the visiting Pitts-
burgh Penguins.

Travis Konecny scored his 200th ca-
reer goal — all with the Flyers - while
Brink also scored in regulation for the
hosts. Samuel Ersson made 24 stops
through overtime and then denied two
of the Penguins’ three attempts in the
shootout.

Justin Brazeau and Sidney Crosby
scored regulation goals for Pittsburgh,
which had been 5-0-1in its previous six
games. Arturs Silovs finished with 32
saves for the visitors.

Ducks 3, Panthers 2 (SO)

Troy Terry and Mason McTavish
scored in the shootout as Anaheim de-
feated host Florida in Sunrise.

Leo Carlsson scored short-handed
and Cutter Gauthier added a goal on a
5-on-3 power play for the Ducks.

Lukas Dostal made 30 saves for the
win.

Blue Jackets 4, Sabres 3 (OT)

Miles Wood scored off a deflection to
forge a tie in the third period, then con-
verted from the doorstep 2:53 into over-
time to fuel visiting Columbus to a vic-
tory over Buffalo.

Jet Greaves stopped Jiri Kulich on a
breakaway early in overtime before
Wood capped his two-goal performance
to give the Blue Jackets their fourth win
in their last five games.

Wood made his return to the ice fol-
lowing a five-game absence due to an
eye injury.

Jets 4, Wild 3 (OT)

Kyle Connor scored 46 seconds into
overtime to lift Winnipeg to a win over
Minnesota in St. Paul, Minn.

Gabriel Vilardi, Vladislav Namestni-
kov and Nino Niederreiter also scored
for Winnipeg. Neal Pionk and Logan
Stanley finished with two assists
apiece.

Brock Faber notched a goal and an
assist to lead Minnesota. Kirill Kaprizov
and Marcus Johansson finished with
one goal apiece.

Jets goaltender Connor Hellebuyck

The Flyers’ Bobby Brink scores a
shootout goal against Pittsburgh
Penguins goalie Arturs Silovs Oct. 28 in
Philadelphia. BRUCE BENNETT/GETTY IMAGES

Canadiens 4, Kraken 3 (OT)

Cole Caufield had two goals — includ-
ing the winner 44 seconds into overtime
— and an assist as Montreal responded
after blowing a three-goal lead to defeat
host Seattle.

Juraj Slafkovsky and Alex Newhook
also scored for Montreal while goaltend-
er Jakub Dobes made 18 saves to im-
prove to 6-0-0 this season.

Nick Suzuki recorded three assists
and Noah Dobson registered two hel-
pers for the Atlantic Division-leading
Canadiens, who wrapped up a 3-1-0
four-game trip. Suzuki extended his
point streak to 10 games (two goals, 14
assists), the longest in the NHL this sea-
son.

Blackhawks 7, Senators 3

Connor Bedard netted his first career
hat trick as part of a four-point night as
host Chicago topped Ottawa.

Spencer Knight stopped 21 shots to
earn his third straight win and help the
Blackhawks build momentum entering
a season-high six-game road trip.

Louis Crevier and Frank Nazar each
had a goal and assist as Chicago im-
proved to 5-1-1 in its past seven games.
Colton Dach and Ryan Donato also
scored, and Nick Foligno and Andre Bu-
rakovsky collected two assists apiece.

Avalanche 8, Devils 4

Victor Olofsson had three goals for
his first career hat trick, and Colorado

ended New Jersey’s eight-game win-
ning streak with a win over the Devils in
Denver.

Olofsson, who did not have a goal
coming into the game, scored early in
the second period and twice in the third
to notch the hat trick.

Nathan MacKinnon scored two goals
to move into fourth place on the fran-
chiselist and also added an assist, Park-
er Kelly had a goal and an assist and
Zakhar Bardakov scored his first NHL
goal for Colorado, which snapped a
four- game skid.

Maple Leafs 4, Flames 3

Max Domi’s second goal of the game
broke a tie late in the third period as To-
ronto defeated visiting Calgary.

Domi scored at 17:56 of the third on a
setup by Matthew Knies shortly after
Calgary had tied the game.

Knies had two goals and an assist for
the Maple Leafs, who have won two in a
row. Anthony Stolarz made 26 saves.

Stars 1, Capitals 0

Jake Oettinger made 24 saves for his
first shutout of the season and Dallas
beat visiting Washington.

Tyler Seguin scored in the second pe-
riod for the Stars, who have won three
straight. Oettinger logged his 13th career
shutout as he improved to 6-0-0 with
two shutouts in his career against
Washington.

Logan Thompson made 18 saves for
the Capitals, who have scored a total of
one goal while losing their past two
games after winning six of the previous
seven. Thompson has allowed two goals
or less in each of his seven starts this
season.

Rangers 2, Canucks 0

Mika Zibanejad scored a first-period
goal and Jonathan Quick stopped 23
shots for his first shutout of the season
as New York snapped a three-game los-
ing skid with a victory over host Van-
couver.

Quick continued his mastery of the
Canucks, earning his sixth shutout to
match his highest total against any club.
He is 21-20-5 with a 2.05 goals-against
average vs. Vancouver.

Sam Carrick added a empty-net goal
and leading point-scorer Adam Fox had
two assists for the Rangers, who im-
proved to 1-1-0 on a four-game road trip.

New York had lost six of its previous
seven games (1-4-2).

Golden Knights 6, Hurricanes 3

Jack Eichel scored twice in the final
five minutes to go with an earlier assist
and Pavel Dorofeyev posted two first-
period goals as Vegas Golden defeated
Carolina in Raleigh, N.C.

Brett Howden scored early in the
third period and Tomas Hertl had an
empty-net goal for the Golden Knights.
Ivan Barbashev and Mitch Marner each
had two Vegas assists, and Akira
Schmid made 21 saves.

Oilers 6, Mammoth 3

Connor McDavid scored twice while
Leon Draisaitl and Mattias Ekholm both
collected one goal and one assist as host
Edmonton rode a five-goal second peri-
od en route to a victory over red-hot
Utah.

Isaac Howard and Ty Emberson also
scored for the Oilers. Goaltender Stuart
Skinner made 20 saves.

Bruins 5, Islanders 2

Boston scored three goals in less than
four minutes during the second period
to erase an early two-goal deficit on the
way to a win over visiting New York.

David Pastrnak, Michael Eyssimont
and Elias Lindholm recorded a goal and
an assist apiece while Fraser Minten
and Morgan Geekie also scored for Bos-
ton, which has won two of its last three
games.

Lightning 5, Predators 2

Tampa Bay’s Zemgus Girgensons
scored his first two goals of the season,
and Andrei Vasilevskiy beat Nashville
for a 10th straight time as the Lightning
won on the road.

Vasilevskiy needed to make just 18
saves in helping Tampa Bay win its third
straight.

Red Wings 5, Blues 2

Dylan Larkin scored two goals and
earned an assist as visiting Detroit de-
feated St. Louis.

Alex DeBrincat had a goal and an as-
sist as the Red Wings defeated the Blues
for the second time in four days.

Kings 4, Sharks 3

stopped 33 of 36 shots.

Toronto 4, Calgary 3 (Misconduct), 5:00. Foerster, PHI
Calgary 1 1 1- 3 | (Misconduct), 5:00. Tippett, PHI
Toronto 0 2 2- 4 | (Misconduct), 5:00. Zegras, PHI
. e (Misconduct), 5:00.
(F::tberdP:;LOd n C,?la%ar'{))' ’ Fr05t4.332 Shootout—Philadelphia 2 (Konecny NG,
Penalties—El;man—Larsson ! TOR Michkov G, Brink G), Pittsburgh 1 (Rust

(Holding), 9:11. Zary, CGY (Interference),
11:06. Calgary bench, served by Coronato
(Too many men), 14:02. Huberdeau, CGY
(Slashing), 16:06. Ekman-Larsson, TOR
(Hooking), 18:31.

Second Period-1, Toronto, Domi 2
(Lorentz, Maccelli), 3:13. 1, Calgary,
Farabee 1 (Kirkland, Andersson), 17:55. 1,
Toronto, Knies 3 (Nylander), 19:25.
Penalties—None.

Third Period-2, Toronto, Knies 4, 3:45. 1,
Calgary, Honzek 1 (Backlund), 14:49. 2,
Toronto, Domi 3 (Knies, Tavares), 17:56.
Penalties—Hanley, CGY (High-sticking),
3:33. Knies, TOR (Tripping), 5:40.

Shots on Goal-Calgary 9-8-12-29.
Toronto 11-16-10-37.

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 0 of 3;
Toronto 1of 4.

Goalies—Calgary, Wolf 2-7-1 (37 shots-33
saves). Toronto, Stolarz 3-4-1 (29-26).
A-18,454 (18,819).

Columbus 4, Buffalo 3 (OT)
Columbus 1T 1 1 1- 4
Buffalo 0 2 1 0- 3
First Period—1, Columbus, Chinakhov 2,
6:09. Penalties—Severson, CBJ
(Roughing), 18:27.

Second Period-1, Buffalo, Doan 3 (Tuch,
Timmins), 11:39. 1, Buffalo, McLeod 3
(Byram, Tuch), 14:12. 1, Columbus,
Werenski 2 (Marchenko, Monahan), 19:44.
Penalties—Tuch, BUF (Interference),
19:20. Marchenko, CBJ (Roughing), 20:00.
Byram, BUF (Roughing), 20:00. Voronkov,
CBJ (Roughing), 20:00.

Third Period—1, Buffalo, Dunne 1
(Malenstyn, Samuelsson), 2:40. 1,
Columbus, Wood 2 (Chinakhov, Fabbro),
13:55. Penalties—None.
Overtime-2,  Columbus,
(Werenski, Lundestrom),
Penalties—None.

Shots on Goal-Columbus 14-8-14-2-39.
Buffalo 9-12-16-1-38.

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 1 of
1; Buffalo 0 of 2.

Goalies—Columbus, Greaves 2-3-0 (38
shots-35 saves). Buffalo, Lyon (39-35).
A-15,059 (19,070).

Philadelphia 3, Pittsburgh 2 (S0)
Pittsburgh 10 1 0- 2
Philadelphia 110 1- 3
Philadelphia won shootout 2-1
First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Brazeau 6
(Mantha, Dumba), 10:19. 1, Philadelphia,
Brink 3 (Cates, Zegras), 17:25.
Penalties—Hathaway, PHI  (Slashing),
11:19. Dumba, PIT (Interference), 16:53.
Second Period-1, Philadelphia, Konecny 2
(Couturier, Brink), 2:46. Penalties—Brink,
PHI  (Hooking), 0:37. York, PHI
(High-sticking), 10:24. Dumba, PIT
(High-sticking), 19:24.

Third Period-1, Pittsburgh, Crosby 8
(Hallander, Rust), 11:57. Penalties—Malkin,
PIT (Slashing), 13:15.

Overtime—None. Penalties—Zegras, PHI
(Slashing), 0:49. Malkin, PIT (Hooking),
3:14. Acciari, PIT (Misconduct), 5:00.
Wotherspoon, PIT (Misconduct), 5:00.
Crosby, PIT (Misconduct), 5:00. Shea, PIT
(Misconduct), 5:00. Drysdale, PHI

Wood 3
2:53.

NG, Malkin G, Koivunen NG).

Shots on Goal-Pittsburgh 8-5-9-4-26.
Philadelphia 10-14-8-2-34.

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 0 of
4; Philadelphia 1 of 4.
Goalies—Pittsburgh, Silovs (34 shots-32
saves). Philadelphia, Ersson 2-1-1(26-24).
A-17,245 (19,523).

Anaheim 3, Florida 2 (S0)
Anaheim 0o 2 0 1- 3
Florida 00 2 0- 2
Anaheim won shootout 2-1
First Period—None. Penalties—Boqvist,
FLA (Tripping), 5:28. Rodrigues, FLA
(Hooking), 12:52.

Second Period—1, Anaheim, Carlsson 4
(Terry, Helleson), 9:59. 1, Anaheim,
Gauthier 6 (LaCombe, Carlsson), 12:27.
Penalties—-Zellweger, ANA (Delay of
Game), 0:38. Sennecke, ANA (Hooking),
3:43. Moore, ANA (Slashing), 9:13.
Verhaeghe, FLA (Holding), 10:34. Mikkola,
FLA (Interference), 11:00. Johnston, ANA
(Fighting), 19:00. Greer, FLA (Fighting),
19:00.

Third Period—1, Florida, Lundell 3
(Samoskevich, Luostarinen), 11:12. 1,
Florida, Reinhart 5 (Jones, Verhaeghe),
16:54. Penalties—Bennett, FLA
(Cross-checking), 13:24.

Overtime—None.  Penalties—McTavish,
ANA (Hooking), 2:54.

Shootout—Anaheim 2 (Carlsson NG, Terry
G, McTavish G), Florida 1 (Reinhart NG,
Lundell G, Rodrigues NG).

Shots on Goal-Anaheim 6-7-3-1-17.
Florida 12-10-6-5-33.

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 10of 5;
Florida 0 of 4.

Goalies—Anaheim, Dostal 3-3-1 (33
shots-31 saves). Florida, Tarasov (17-15).
A-19,274 (19,250).

Boston 5, N.Y. Islanders 2
NY. Islanders 2 0 0- 2
Boston 0 3 2- 5
First Period-1, N.Y. Islanders, Horvat 6
(Drouin), 1:08. 1, N.Y. Islanders, Palmieri 4
(Barzal, Horvat), 4:52. Penalties—Zadorov,
BOS (Boarding), 16:14.

Second Period—1, Boston, E.Lindholm 4
(Zacha, Pastrnak), 3:57. 1, Boston,
Pastrnak 6 (H.Lindholm, Peeke), 6:49. 1,
Boston, Eyssimont 3 (McAvoy, Zadorov),
7:48. Penalties—Lee, NYI (Tripping), 0:38.
Warren, NYI (Tripping), 3:18. H.Lindholm,
BOS (High-sticking), 17:09.

Third Period-1, Boston, Geekie 8
(McAvoy, E.Lindholm), 5:48. 1, Boston,
Minten 2 (Eyssimont), 16:37.
Penalties—Pastrnak, BOS (Hooking), 2:23.
Pelech, NYI (Slashing), 4:51. Barzal, NYI
(Holding), 7:16.  H.Lindholm, BOS
(Interference), 11:47.

Shots on Goal-N.Y. Islanders 10-10-15-35.
Boston 4-11-7-22.

Power-play opportunities—NJY. Islanders 0
of 5; Boston 2 of 4.

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Sorokin 2-4-1 (21
shots-17 saves). Boston, Korpisalo 2-3-0
(35-33). A-17,850 (17,565).

Tampa Bay 5, Nashville 2
Tampa Bay 1T 1 3- 5
Nashville 0o 0 2- 2

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Girgensons 1
(Holmberg, Gourde), 10:31.
Penalties—Point, TBL (Tripping), 1:32.
Wilsby, NSH (Interference), 3:49. Haula,
NSH (Slashing), 17:28.

Second Period-1, Tampa Bay, Hagel 2
(Cirelli), 15:37. Penalties—Stastney, NSH
(Slashing), 13:29. Nashville bench, served
by Evangelista (Too Many Men), 19:15.
Third Period—1, Nashville, Evangelista 1
(Haula, Skjei), 5:05. 1, Tampa Bay,
D'’Astous 1 (Point, Kucherov), 7:58. 1,
Nashville, Forsberg 4 (Evangelista,
Haula), 17:54. 1, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 4
(Hagel, Cirelli), 19:07. 2, Tampa Bay,
Girgensons 2 (Holmberg, Cernak), 19:34.
Penalties—-D'Astous, TBL (Roughing),
3:00. Bunting, NSH (Slashing), 3:00.
James, TBL (Slashing), 3:45. Cernak, TBL
(Stick Holding), 9:50. Forsberg, NSH
(Roughing), 15:47. Moser, TBL (Roughing),
15:47.

Shots on Goal-Tampa Bay 11-13-6-30.
Nashville 8-3-9-20.

Power-play opportunities—Tampa Bay 0 of
4; Nashville 1 of 3.

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 2-3-2 (20
shots-18 saves). Nashville, Saros 4-3-2
(29-25). A-17,159 (1713).

Winnipeg 4, Minnesota 3 (OT)
Winnipeg 2 0 1 1- 4
Minnesota 0 2 1 0- 3
First Period—1, Winnipeg, Vilardi 2
(Scheifele, Stanley), 12:16. 1, Winnipeg,
Namestnikov 4 (Pionk, Stanley), 12:38.
Penalties—Fleury, WPG (Interference),
19:18.

Second Period—1, Minnesota, Kaprizov 6
(Spurgeon, Boldy), 6:03. 1, Minnesota,
Faber 1 (Rossi, Hinostroza), 13:12.
Penalties—Schenn, WPG (Fighting), 3:49.
Middleton, MIN (Fighting), 3:49. lafallo,
WPG (Slashing), 19:37. Boldy, MIN
(High-sticking), 19:59.
Third Period-1, Minnesota, Johansson 5
(Faber, Rossi), 3:48. 1, Winnipeg,
Niederreiter 3 (Nyquist, Barron), 11:35.
Penalties—Stanley, WPG (Slashing), 2:30.
Pearson, WPG (Tripping), 12:37.
Overtime-1, Winnipeg, Connor 5
(Scheifele, Morrissey), 0:46.
Penalties—None.
Shots on Goal-Winnipeg 10-5-6-1-22.
Minnesota 16-13-7-0—36.
Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 0 of
1; Minnesota 1 of 4.
Goalies—Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 5-3-0 (36
shots-33 saves). Minnesota, Gustavsson
(22-18). A-16,102 (18,064).

Detroit 5, St. Louis 2
Detroit 2 2 1- 5
St. Louis 1 0 1- 2
First Period—1, St. Louis, Schenn 2
(Parayko, Broberg), 0:47. 1, Detroit,
Chiarot 1 (Appleton, DeBrincat), 12:01. 1,
Detroit, DeBrincat 2 (Seider, Larkin),
19:24. Penalties—Hamonic, DET
(Fighting), 7:35. Schenn, STL (Fighting),
7:35. Holloway, STL (Holding), 19:09.
Second Period—1, Detroit, Larkin 7
(Edvinsson, Raymond), 11:14. 1, Detroit,
Soderblom 1 (Rasmussen, van Riemsdyk),
12:56. Penalties—Walker, STL (Roughing),
8:13. Chiarot, DET (Holding), 14:59. Copp,
DET (High-sticking), 18:18.
Third Period—1, St. Louis, Kyrou 4 (Suter),
15:36. 2, Detroit, Larkin 8 (Raymond),
18:53. Penalties—None.
Shots on Goal—-Detroit 7-7-6—20. St. Louis
6-12-4-22.

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 1 of 2;
St. Louis 0 of 2.
Goalies—Detroit, Gibson 4-2-0 (22
shots-20 saves). St. Louis, Binnington
2-4-1(19-15). A-16,496 (19,150).
Colorado 8, New Jersey 4
New Jersey 0 4 0- 4
Colorado 2 4 2- 8
First Period—-1, Colorado, Necas 7 (Makar,
Nichushkin), 1:24. 1, Colorado, Bardakov 1
(Kelly, Brindley), 3:49.
Penalties—Markstrom, NJD (Delay of
Game), 0:18.  Siegenthaler, NJD
(Interference), 10:33. Necas, COL
(Hooking), 14:11.
Second Period-1, Colorado, Olofsson 1
(Ahcan, Landeskog), 2:31. 1, Colorado,
MacKinnon 8 (Makar, Olofsson), 7:11. 1,
Colorado, Kelly 2 (Colton, Burns), 8:39. 1,
New Jersey, Noesen 1 (Cotter), 10:08. 1,
New Jersey, Hamilton 4 (J.Hughes,
L.Hughes), 11:48. 1, New Jersey, Mercer 4
(Hischier, Meier), 13:42. 1, New Jersey,
J.Hughes 9 (Bratt), 14:12. 2, Colorado,
MacKinnon 9 (Makar, Olofsson), 15:24.
Penalties—Noesen, NJD
(Cross-checking), 6:02. Hamilton, NJD
(Tripping), 6:13. Meier, NJD (Tripping),
14:54. Manson, COL (Slashing), 19:01.
Third Period-2, Colorado, Olofsson 2
(MacKinnon, Makar), 3:10. 3, Colorado,
Olofsson 3 (Drury), 17:38.
Penalties—Glendening, NJD (Slashing),
2:33.
Shots on Goal-New Jersey 16-11-3-30.
Colorado 12-17-13-42.
Power-play opportunities—New Jersey 0
of 2; Colorado 4 of 6.
Goalies—New Jersey, Markstrom 2-2-0
(42  shots-34  saves).  Colorado,
Wedgewood 6-1-2 (30-26). A-18,095
(17,809).

Chicago Blackhawks 7, Ottawa 3
Ottawa 0 3 0- 3
Chicago 3 1 3- 7
Blackhawks

First Period—1, Chicago Blackhawks, Dach
1 (Crevier, Foligno), 6:47. 1, Chicago
Blackhawks, Crevier 2 (Dickinson, Vlasic),
12:06. 1, Chicago Blackhawks, Bedard 4
(Burakovsky, Nazar), 17:53.
Penalties—Rinzel, CHI (Cross-checking),
7:52. Perron, OTT (Slashing), 17:37.
Second Period—2, Chicago Blackhawks,
Bedard 5 (Grzelcyk, Levshunov), 2:58. 1,
Ottawa, Sanderson 2 (Batherson,
Stuetzle), 4:58. 1, Ottawa, Amadio 2 (Zub),
7:09. 1, Ottawa, Stuetzle 5 (Matinpalo,
Batherson), 8:31. Penalties—Rinzel, CHI
(Tripping), 0:24. Chicago Blackhawks
bench, served by Lafferty (Delay of
Game), 8:31.

Third Period—3, Chicago Blackhawks,
Bedard 6 (Greene), 3:46. 1, Chicago
Blackhawks, Donato 6 (Bedard,
Burakovsky), 8:24. 1, Chicago Blackhawks,
Nazar 5 (Foligno), 12:44. Penalties—Rinzel,
CHI (Roughing), 11:36. Bertuzzi, CHI

(Roughing), 11:36.  Cousins, OTT
(Misconduct), 11:36. Cousins, OTT
(Roughing), 11:36.  Bertuzzi, CHI
(Misconduct), 11:36. Stuetzle, OTT

(Roughing), 11:36.

Shots on Goal-Ottawa 7-9-8—24. Chicago
Blackhawks 8-5-13-26.

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 0 of 4;
Chicago Blackhawks 1 of 1.
Goalies—Ottawa, Ullmark 4-4-1 (25
shots-19 saves). Chicago Blackhawks,
Knight 4-2-1 (24-21). A=15,100 (19,717).

Dallas 1, Washington 0

Washington 0o 0 0- 0
Dallas 0o 1 0- 1
First Period—None. Penalties—Steel, DAL
(Tripping), 9:52. Wilson, WSH
(Interference), 13:55. Protas, WSH
(Hooking), 16:41.

Second Period—1, Dallas, Seguin 3
(Heiskanen, Rantanen), 0:43.

Penalties—Wilson, WSH (Hooking), 0:20.
Steel, DAL (Holding), 1:20.
Third Period—None. Penalties—Duhaime,
WSH (Tripping), 5:29. Bichsel, DAL
(Interference), 14:56.
Shots on Goal-Washington 8-10-6-24.
Dallas 9-5-5-19.
Power-play opportunities—Washington 0
of 3; Dallas 1 of 4.
Goalies—Washington, Thompson 5-2-0
(19 shots-18 saves). Dallas, Oettinger
5-2-1(24-24). A-18,532 (18,532).
Edmonton 6, Utah 3

Utah 2 1 0- 3
Edmonton 0 5 1- 6
First Period—1, Utah, Cooley 8 (Guenther),
9:25. 1, Utah, Peterka 4, 17:45.
Penalties—None.
Second Period-1, Edmonton, Ekholm 1
(Draisaitl, Bouchard), 0:22. 1, Edmonton,
Howard 2 (Henrique), 3:13. 1, Utah,
Hayton 2 (Schmaltz, Sergachev), 8:19. 1,
Edmonton, Draisaitt 8 (Walman,
Bouchard), 13:33. 1, Edmonton, Emberson
1 (Henrique, Ekholm), 14:10. 1, Edmonton,
McDavid 2 (Nugent-Hopkins, Walman),
17:56. Penalties—None.
Third Period—2, Edmonton, McDavid 3
(Bouchard), 17:34. Penalties—0’Brien, UTA
(Cross-checking), 1:53. Bouchard, EDM
(Slashing), 7:05. Howard, EDM (Tripping),
15:22.
Shots on Goal-Utah 9-5-9-23. Edmonton
5-16-6-27.
Power-play opportunities—Utah 0 of 2;
Edmonton 0 of 1.
Goalies—Utah, Vejmelka 6-2-0 (26
shots-21 saves). Edmonton, Skinner 3-3-1
(23-20). A-18,347 (18,347).

N.Y. Rangers 2, Vancouver 0
N.Y. Rangers 1T 0 1- 2
Vancouver 0 0 0- 0
First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Zibanejad 4
(Cuylle, Fox), 17:28. Penalties—Bains, VAN
(Tripping), 10:24. Carrick, NYR (Fighting),
19:40. M.Pettersson, VAN (Roughing),
19:40. M.Pettersson, VAN (Fighting),
19:40.
Second Period—None. Penalties—Edstrom,
NYR (Interference), 1:53. Kane, VAN
(Hooking), 4:02.
Third Period—1, NY. Rangers, Carrick 1
(Lafreniere, Fox), 18:27. Penalties—Soucy,
NYR (Interference), 1:06. Cuylle, NYR
(Slashing), 19:18.  Sherwood, VAN
(Unsportsmanlike conduct), 20:00.
Shots on Goal-NY. Rangers 7-11-7-25.
Vancouver 4-7-12-23.
Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rangers 0
of 3; Vancouver 0 of 3.
Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Quick 2-1-0 (23
shots-23 saves). Vancouver, Demko 4-3-0
(24-23). A-18,919 (18,910).

Montreal 4, Seattle 3 (OT)

Montreal 2 0 1 1- 4
Seattle 0O 0 3 0- 3
First Period—1, Montreal, Caufield 8

(Suzuki, Dobson), 10:25. 1, Montreal,
Slafkovsky 5 (Caufield, Suzuki), 17:28.
Penalties—Caufield, MTL (Slashing),

10:45. Lindgren, SEA (Cross-checking),
16:17. Veleno, MTL (Slashing), 18:58.
Second Period—None. Penalties—Bolduc,
MTL (Hooking), 13:59.
Third Period—1, Montreal, Newhook 4
(Dach, Dobson), 5:55. 1, Seattle, Montour
1 (Catton, Marchment), 8:57. 1, Seattle,
Wright 3 (Montour, Tolvanen), 15:17. 2,
Seattle, Montour 2 (Dunn, Schwartz),
18:17. Penalties—Schwartz, SEA (Tripping),
4:09. Struble, MTL (Hooking), 7:57. Dach,
MTL (Roughing), 13:20. Nyman, SEA
(Roughing), 13:20.
Overtime—2, Montreal, Caufield 9 (Suzuki,
Hutson), 0:44. Penalties—None.
Shots on Goal-Montreal 7-5-7-2-21.
Seattle 5-5-11-0-21.
Power-play opportunities—Montreal 2 of
2; Seattle 1of 4.
Goalies—Montreal, Dobes 6-0-0 (21
shots-18 saves). Seattle, Daccord (21-17).
A-17,151 (1700).

L.A. Kings 4, San Jose 3
L.A. Kings 1 2 1- 4
San Jose 0o 2 1- 3
First Period—1, L.A. Kings, Perry 3 (Clarke,
Laferriere), 10:54. Penalties—Liljegren,
SJS (Tripping), 8:45. Malott, LAK
(Slashing), 12:32. Clarke, LAK
(High-sticking), 16:34.
Second Period—1, L.A. Kings, Malott 2
(Perry, Edmundson), 3:21. 1, L.A. Kings,
Doughty 1 (Dumoulin, Turcotte), 6:43. 1,
San Jose, Smith 3 (Celebrini, Toffoli),
15:33. 1, San Jose, Kurashev 2 (Wennberg,
Eklund), 17:16. Penalties—None.
Third Period—1, San Jose, Wennberg 2
(Kurashev, Skinner), 4:48. 1, L.A. Kings,
Clarke 2 (Kempe, Edmundson), 13:20.
Penalties—Malott, LAK (Holding), 2:45.
Doughty, LAK  (Slashing),  6:40.
Edmundson, LAK (Delay of Game), 18:44.
Shots on Goal-L.A. Kings 6-4-4-14. San
Jose 7-16-18-41.
Power-play opportunities—L.A. Kings 0 of
1; San Jose 0 of 5.
Goalies—L.A. Kings, Kuemper 3-2-2 (41
shots-38 saves). San Jose, Askarov 1-4-1
(14-10). A-12,804 (17,562).

Vegas 6, Carolina 3

Vegas 2 0 4- 6
Carolina 1 1 1- 3
First Period—1, Carolina, Svechnikov 1
(Aho), 3:46. 1, Vegas, Dorofeyev 8
(Marner, Hertl), 6:27. 2, Vegas, Dorofeyev
9 (Theodore, Eichel), 18:03.
Penalties—Lauzon, VGK (Interference),
3:44. Svechnikov, CAR (Slashing), 13:57.
Svechnikov, CAR (Tripping), 17:41.
Second Period-1, Carolina, Martinook 1,
12:07. Penalties—Staal, CAR
(Cross-checking), 4:19. Walker, CAR
(Hooking), 18:34.
Third Period-1, Carolina, Stankoven 3
(Chatfield, Blake), 2:31. 1, Vegas, Howden
2 (Reinhardt, Kolesar), 6:10. 1, Vegas,
Eichel 7 (Barbashev), 15:01. 2, Vegas,
Eichel 8 (Barbashev, Marner), 17:36. 1,
Vegas, Hertl 4 (Karlsson), 19:38.
Penalties—Howden, VGK (Roughing),
8:39. Ehlers, CAR (Roughing), 8:39.
Shots on Goal—Vegas 6-18-11-35. Carolina
8-7-9-24.
Power-play opportunities—Vegas 1 of 4;
Carolina 10of 1.
Goalies—Vegas, Schmid 5-1-0 (24 shots-21
saves). Carolina, Andersen 4-2-0 (34-29).
A-18,299 (18,680).
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SCOREBOARD
BETTING LINE Game 6: Oct. 31, at Toronto, 8 p.m.
Game 7 (if necessary): Nov. 1, at Toronto, 8
NFL p.m.
Thursday
FAVORITE LINE 0/U UNDERDOG
Baltimore 75 505 MIAMI NFL
Sunday American Conference
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG Ea
Chicago Bears 2.5 52.5  CINCINNATI WULTPt PF PA
DETROIT 85 475  Minnesota | NewEngland 6 2 0.750 213 146
GREEN BAY 125445 Carolina Buffalo 5 2 0.714 207 146
HOUSTON 15 395 Denver Miami 2 6 0.250 174 215
NEWENGLAND 5 45 Atlanta | Ny Jets 170125 168 221
m 0 e
Indianapolis 495
LA Chargers 10 435 TENNESSEE | . W L TPt PFPA
LA RAMS 135445 New Orleans | Fittsburgh 430571 175 175
Jacksonville 3 455  LASVEGAS | Cincinnati 35 0.375 174 253
Kansas City 15 52 BUFFALG | Baltimore 250286 174 210
Cleveland 2 6 0.250 126 184
Seattle 3.5 455 WASHINGTON
South
Monday WL TPt PF PA
FAVORITE LINE o/U UNDERDOG | |ndjanapolis 7 1 0.875 270 154
DALLAS 25 54 Arizona | Jacksonville 4 3 0571 146 155
CFB Houston 3 4 0429 153 103
Tennessee 17 0325 110 230
0 Wedng%ay 06 West
FAVORITE LINE UNDERD
Jacksonville St. 6 54.5 MID TENNESSEE WL TRt PF PA
MISSOURI ST. 35 505 fiu Denver 6 2 0.750 207 151
L.A.Chargers 5 3 0.625 188 173
Thursday Kansas City 5 3 0.625 214 131
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG Las Vegas 2 5 0.286 103 180
Time. 32 555 TALCARGEA Natona Confrence
Friday a|. TPt PF PA
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG | Philadelphia 6 2 0.750 208 185
Memphis 14 50.5 RICE Dallas 3 4 1438 246 250
SYRACUSE 2 46.5North Carolina | Washington 3 5 0.375 187 198
LOUISIANA TECH 16.548.5 Sam Houston NY. Giants 2 6 0.250 173 215
Saturday North
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG W L TPt PF PA
AIR FORCE 1 495 Army Green Bay 5 1 1786 193 150
UCONN 15 64 uab De_trOIt 52 074 215 151
NORTH TEXAS 6.5 65.5 Navy | Chicago 4 3 0571 168 185
TEXAS 15 45 Vanderbiit Minnesota 3 4 0429 155 162
BAYLOR 45595 ucf South
HOUSTON 135495  West Virginia W L TPct PF PA
CLEMSON 3.5 555 Duke Tampa Bay 6 2 0.750 197 178
Miami (FL) 12 50.5 SMU Carolina 4 4 0.500 154 192
ILLINOIS 12.562.5 Rutgers Atlanta 3 4 0429 120 154
OHIO STATE  20.543.5 Penn State New Orleans 17 0125 128 209
BOWLING GRN 1.5 435 Buffalo West
IOWA STATE 55505  Arizona State Witret PFPA
East Carolina 4.5 58.5 TEMPLE Seattle 5 2 0714 193 136
UNLY 5 62 NewMexico | | A Rams 520714 175 117
Louisville 10.553.5 VIRGINIA TECH San Francisco 5 3 0.625 160 164
BOISE STATE 175 50.5 Fresno State Arizona 2 5 0.286 153 154
Old Dominion 17 535 LA-MONROE |
S.ALABAMA 4 545 Louisiana Monday’s Score
LIBERTY 35 515 Delaware | Kansas City 28, Washington 7
WSTRN KY. 9 535 New Mexico St. Thursday’s Game
Georgia 75505 FLORIDA | Baltimore at Miami, 8:15 p.m.
Texas Tech 75 52.5 KANSAS STATE N
Notre Dame 285565  BOSTON COL. ) Sunday’s Games
Pittsburgh 145515 STANFORD | Chicago at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Indiana 215505 MARYLAND | Minnesota at Detroit, 1 p.m.
MINNESOTA 3 445 Michigan State | Carolina at Green Bay, 1p.m.
Virginia 4 535 CALIFORNIA Denver at Houston, 1p.m.
ARKANSAS 45 675 Mississippi St. | Atlanta at New England, 1 p.m.
KANSAS 245575 Oklahoma State San Francisco at NY. Giants, 1 p.m.
WSTRN MICH. 4.5 40.5 Central Michigan | Indianapolis at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
SAN DIEGO ST. 10.5 42 Wyoming | L.A. Chargers at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
OLE MISS 125545 South Carolina | New Orleans at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m.
:\-\/Irll(ziflrllgAN ‘;15 45935 COLSEQRg Jacksonville at Las Vegas, 4:05 p.m.
MBI 05 ey | Kot Buftlo £25pm
TENNESSEE 3 57 Oklahoma T
FLORIDAST. 8 505  Wake Forest ) Monday’s Game
Georgia Tech 55 575 NC STATE | Arizona at Dallas, 8:15 p.m.
usc hs 6.5 59.5 ONEE%AsgA
Wash.State 3.5 485 REGON ST.
TROY 7 525 Arkansas State COLLEGE FOOTBALL
UTAH 85 56.5 Cincinnati US LBM Coaches Poll
SAN JOSE ST. 2.5 575 Hawaii Oct. 26
All times Eastern The US LBM Coaches Poll is conducted
weekly throughout the regular season
MLB using a panel of head coaches at Football
Bowl Subdivision schools. The panel is
World Series (Best of 7) chosen by random draw, conference by
L.A. Dodgers 2, Toronto 2 conference plus independents, from a
Game 1: Oct. 24, Toronto 11, Los Angeles 4 | pool of coaches who have indicated to
Game 2: Oct. 25, Los Angeles 5, Toronto 1 | the  American ~ Football ~ Coaches
Game 3: Oct. 27, Los Angeles 6, Toronto 5 | Association  their  willingness  to
(18 innings) participate. Each coach submits a Top 25
Game 4: Oct. 28, Toronto 6, Los Angeles 2 | with a first-place vote worth 25 points,

Game 5: Oct. 29, at Los Angeles, 8 p.m.

second place 24, and so on down to one

MLS NYCFC 1, CHARLOTTE O

point for 25th.
parenthesis.

First-place votes in

Record Pts. Pvs.

1. Ohio St. (62) T 1598 1
2. Indiana 8-0 1524 2
3. Texas A&GM (2)  8-0 1478 3
4. Alabama 71 1381 4
5. Georgia 6-1 1331 5
6. Oregon 71 1254 6
7. Georgia Tech 8-0 n83 7
8. Ole Miss 71 173 8
9. Miami (FL) 6-1 1029 9
10. BYU 8-0 1023 10
11. Vanderbilt 7-1 1004 12
12. Notre Dame 5-2 849 13
13. Texas Tech 71 845 15
14. Tennessee 6-2 683 17
15. Virginia 71 658 16
16.Cincinnati 7-1 565 21
17. Louisville 6-1 544 22
18. Oklahoma 6-2 495 1
19. Texas 6-2 456 18
20. Missouri 6-2 423 14
21. Michigan 6-2 302 24
22. Houston 7-1 215 NR
23. Nav 7-0 144 NR
24. Uta 6-2 129 NR
25. Memphis 71 105 NR

Others receiving votes: lowa 85; USC 77;

Tulane 65; Washington 60; South Florida

24; LSU 19; James Madison 18; Pittsburgh

15; San Diego State 14; North Texas 11;

TCU 7; UNLV 6; Nebraska 4; Arizona State

2; Wake Forest 1; Boise State 1.

Tuesday’s Scores

Kennesaw State 33, UTEP 20

James Madison 52, Texas State 20
Wednesday’s Games

Jacksonville St. at Mid. Tennessee, 7:30

p.m.

FIU at Missouri State, 8 p.m.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Preseason Coaches Poll

Oct. 22

The USA TODAY Sports Men’s Basketball
Coaches Poll is conducted weekly
throughout the regular season using a
panel of head coaches at Division |
schools. The panel is chosen in
consultation ~ with  the  National
Association of Basketball Coaches. The
voters represent each of the 32 Division |
conferences that receive an automatic
bid to the NCAA tournament. Each coach
submits a Top 25 with a first-place vote
worth 25 points, second place 24, and so
on down to one point for 25th. First-place
votes in parenthesis.

Record  Pts.
1. Purdue (18) 0-0 755
2. Houston (12) 0-0 749
3. Florida (1) 0-0 704
4. UConn 0-0 647
5. Duke 0-0 623
6. St. John's 0-0 609
7. Michigan 0-0 569
8.BYU 0-0 532
9. Kentuck?/ 0-0 529
10. Louisville 0-0 456
11. Texas Tech 0-0 455
12. UCLA 0-0 421
13. Arizona 0-0 398
14. lllinois 0-0 349
15. Arkansas 0-0 329
16. Alabama 0-0 322
17. Tennessee 0-0 292
18. lowa State 0-0 289
19. Kansas 0-0 235
20. Gonzaga 0-0 185
21. Michigan St. 0-0 144
22. Auburn 0-0 14
23. Creighton 0-0 103
24. Wisconsin 0-0 62
25. N. Carolina 0-0 37

Others receiving votes: North Carolina
State 33; Oregon 26; San Diego State 15;
Ohio State 15; Baylor 13; Virginia 11;
Vanderbilt 10; USC 7; Texas 6; Villanova 5;
Missouri 5; Ole Miss 4; Washington 3;
Saint Mary's 3; lowa 3; Cincinnati 3; VCU 2;
Oklahoma State 1; Kansas State 1; Boise
State 1.

NHL

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

SPORTS EXTRA - USA TODAY NETWORK

W L OT Pts GF GA Memphis 22 500 2
Montreal 8 3 0 16 40 33 Houston 12 333 2%
Detroit 7 3 0 14 35 31 Dallas 13 250 3
Toronto 5 4 1 1 35 36 New Orleans 03 .000 3%
Florida 5 5 1 1 21 3 ivisi
Ottawa 5 5 1 1 41 44 Northwest Division _  e8
Buffalo 4 4 2 10 30 31 Oklahoma City 50 1000 -
TampaBay 4 4 2 10 29 30 Utah 21 667 2
Boston 5 7 0 10 39 44 Denver 21 667 2
i visi Minnesota 22 500 2%
Metrwolltlan %I.}IISIP(;ISI GF GA Portland 22 500 2%
NewJersey 8 2 0 16 39 30 0 ivisi
Pittsburgh 7 2 2 16 40 30 Pacific Division o
Carolina 6 3 0 12 34 28 Golden State 41 800 -
Washington 6 4 0 12 27 22 LA. Clippers 22 500 1%
Philadelphia 5 3 1 1 26 23 L.A. Lakers 22 500 1%
Columbus 5 4 0 10 29 28 Phoenix 13 250 2%
NY.Rangers 4 5 2 10 24 26 Sacramento 13 250 2%
NY.Islanders 4 4 1 9 32 33 Monday’s Scores
We‘.:stetrn I(:;t\f.efence Cleveland 116, Detroit 95
entral Division Philadelphia 136, Orlando 124
W L OT Pts GF GA Chicago Bulls 128, Atlanta 123
Utah 8 3 0 16 40 30 San Antonio 121, Toronto 103
Colorado 6 1 16 41 30 Houston 137, Brooklyn 109
Winnipeg 7 3 0 14 34 25 : Y
Dallas 6 3 1 13 29 30 Boston 122, New Orleans 90
Chicago 5 3 2 12 33 26 Oklahoma City 101, Dallas 94
Nashvile 4 5 2 10 28 37 | Utah138, Phoenix 134
Minnesota 3 5 3 9 31 43 Denver 127, Minnesota 114
St. Louis 3 6 1 7 29 44 Golden State 131, Memphis 118
Pacific Division Portland 122, L.A. Lakers 108
W L OT Pts GF GA Tuesday’s Scores
Vegas 6 1 3 15 37 28 Philadelphia 139, Washington 134
L.A. Kings 5 3 3 13 33 36 Miami 144, Charlotte 117
Seattle 5 2 3 13 28 29 Milwaukee 121, N.Y. Knicks 111
Edmonton 5 4 2 12 35 35 Oklahoma City 107, Sacramento 101
Anaheim 5 3 1. M 32 31 Golden State 98, L.A. Clippers 79
Vancouver 5 6 0 10 29 33 ednesday’s G
SanJose 2 6 2 6 32 46 Wednesday's Games
Calgary 2 8 1 5 24 39 Houston at Toronto, 6:30 p.m.

NOTE: Two points for a win, one for OT
loss.
Monday’s Scores
Pittsburgh 6, St. Louis 3
Ottawa 7, Boston 2
Tuesday’s Scores
Philadelphia 3, Pittsburgh 2, SO
Toronto 4, Calgary 3
Vegas 6, Carolina 3

Cleveland at Boston, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Detroit, 7 p.m.

Atlanta at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Sacramento at Chicago Bulls, 8 p.m.
Indiana at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Portland at Utah, 9 p.m.

New Orleans at Denver, 9 p.m.

L.A. Lakers at Minnesota, 9:30 p.m.
Memphis at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

Columbus 4, Buffalo 3, OT

Anaheim 3, Florida 2, SO SOCCER
Boston 5, NY. Islanders 2 MLS Playoffs
Tampa Bay 5, Nashville 2 First Round (Best of 3)

Winnipeg 4, Minnesota 3, OT

Detroit 5, St. Louis 2

Dallas 1, Washington 0

Chicago 7, Ottawa 3

Colorado 8, New Jersey 4

Edmonton 6, Utah 3

N.Y. Rangers 2, Vancouver 0

Montreal 4, Seattle 3, OT

L.A. Kings 4, San Jose 3
Wednesday’s Game

Toronto at Columbus, 7:30 p.m.

Friday’s Score
Inter Miami CF 3, Nashville 1

Sunday’s Scores
Philadelphia 2, Chicago 2 (Philadelphia
wins shootout 4-2)
Vancouver 3, FC Dallas 0
San Diego FC 2, Portland 1

Monday’s Scores
Cincinnati 1, Columbus 0
Seattle 0, Minnesota 0 (Minnesota wins
shootout 3-2)

) Tuesday’s Score
NBA NY City FC 1, Charlotte FC 0
Wednesday’s Game
EASTERN CONFERENCE Austin FC at Los Angeles FC, 10:30 p.m.
Atlantic Division
WL Pct GB
Philadelphia 40 1000 - TRANSACTIONS
N.Y. Knicks 22 500 2 | .
Boston 13 250 3 Tuesday’s Transactions
Toronto 13 250 3 BASEBALL
Brooklyn 04 000 4 Major League Baseball
Southeast Division CINCINNATI REDS - P lan Gibaut
WL Pct GB Outrighted to Minors. P lan Gibaut
Miami 31 750 - | Removed From 60-Day IL Right shoulder
Chlarlotte 22 500 1 | impingement.
Atlanta 13 250 2
Orlaﬂdo 13250 2 NationaFIoFngl;Ii:-League
Washi 1 2 2
ashington 13 20 ARIZONA CARDINALS — TE Nick Muse
Central Division practice squad deletion. RB D'Ernest
Chi Bull “3':)' 105% G'_; Johnson practice squad deletion. WR
Mill\(:i:aagu?(e: S 31 750 % Bryson Green practice squad deletion. CB
K b Darren Hall practice squad addition. RB
Cleveland 31 750 % - . o
Detroit 292 500 1% Michael Carter practice squad addition.
Indiana 03 000 3 BALTtI.MORE R/ZVEES-E S I\ilarfus \zllllla;ns
WESTERN CONFERENCE g[;crégf:q”a addition to Los Angeles
Southwest Division pet 6B BUFFALO BILLS - S Jordan Poyer
San Antonio 40 1000 - Activated from the Practice Squad. DT
TENNIS ROLEX PARIS MASTERS

Jordan Phillips Activated from the
Practice Squad. DT Ed Oliver Placed on IR
torn biceps.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — CB Michael Reid
practice squad deletion. T Michael
Tarquin practice squad addition. LB Trevis
Gipson Activated from the Practice
Squad. DT Jaden Crumedy cut.

CHICAGO BEARS - DE Jonathan Garvin
practice squad addition. DT Shemar
Turner Placed on IR torn ACL.
CINCINNATI BENGALS — DT Mike Pennel
cut. C Matt Lee Placed on IR knee. LB
Shaka Heyward Placed on IR hairline
fracture left fibula.

CLEVELAND BROWNS - CB Jarrick
Bernard-Converse acquired from waivers
to New York Giants. G LaDarius
Henderson practice squad deletion.
DALLAS COWBOYS - CB Kemon Hall
practice squad addition to Tennessee
Titans.

DENVER BRONCOS - CB A.J. Woods
practice squad addition to Atlanta
Falcons. WR Samori Toure practice squad
deletion. LB Garrett Nelson practice
squad deletion. @B Sam Ehlinger cut.
GREEN BAY PACKERS - CB Micah
Robinson Activated from the Practice
Squad to Tennessee Titans.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — WR Hal Presley I1l
practice squad addition to Tennessee
Titans. DT Marlon Tuipulotu practice
squad addition. G C.J. Hanson practice
squad addition.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — LB Brian Asamoah
Il practice squad deletion.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — RB Nyheim
Miller-Hines practice squad deletion. WR
Luke Grimm practice squad deletion. S
Marcus Williams practice squad addition.
DT Kyle Peko practice squad addition.
LOS ANGELES RAMS — CB Tre Brown cut.
WR Tyler Scott practice squad addition.
MIAMI DOLPHINS - CB Kendall Sheffield
practice squad deletion. CB Ethan
Robinson practice squad addition. CB
Storm Duck Placed on IR knee surgery.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — S K'Von Wallace
practice squad deletion.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — DT Kyle Peko
practice squad addition to Los Angeles
Chargers. DE Truman Jones Activated
from the Practice Squad to Tennessee
Titans. RB Jashaun Corbin practice squad
deletion. RB Jonathan Ward practice
squad addition. RB Rushawn Baker
practice squad addition. CB Marcus Jones
re-signed Three-year extension (through
2028).

NEW YORK GIANTS — RB Jonathan Ward
practice squad addition to New England
Patriots. RB Rushawn Baker practice
squad addition to New England Patriots.
WR Juice Wells Jr. practice squad
deletion. LB Swayze Bozeman practice
squad addition. CB Jarrick
Bernard-Converse acquired from
waivers. RB Cam Skattebo Placed on IR
dislocated right ankle.

NEW YORK JETS — WR Brandon Smith cut.
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES - CB Parry
Nickerson practice squad addition.
PITTSBURGH STEELERS — DT Domenique
Davis cut. LB Jacoby Windmon practice
squad deletion. RB Raheem Blackshear
practice squad deletion.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — DE Jonathan
Garvin practice squad addition to Chicago
Bears. LB Trevis Gipson Activated from
the Practice Squad to Carolina Panthers. T
Brandon Parker practice squad deletion.
T Andre Dillard practice squad addition.
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — WR Tyler Scott
practice squad addition to Los Angeles
Rams.

TENNESSEE TITANS — WR Hal Presley I
practice squad addition. CB Kemon Hall
practice squad addition. LB Ochaun
Mathis practice squad deletion. DE
Truman Jones Activated from the
Practice Squad. CB Micah Robinson
Activated from the Practice Squad.

Norrie rallies to shock

New York City FC forward Alonso Martinez, left
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, celebrates after scoring vs.

Charlotte FC on Oct. 28 in Charlotte, North Carolina. BOB DONNAN/IMAGN IMAGES

NYCFC opens Ist-round
series with road victory

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Alonso Martinez scored a wonderful
individual goal in the 34th minute and
visiting New York City FC earned a 1-0
victory over Charlotte FC on Tuesday
night in the opener of their Round One
MLS Cup Playoff series.

Martinez’s second-career playoff
goal helped NYCFC, the Eastern Con-
ference fifth seed, become the first
away side to win in any of the league’s
first seven best-of-three series in this
round.

Matt Freese made four stops to shut
out fourth seed Charlotte and keep his
second career playoff clean sheet. It
was his first in seven total appearances,
the previous one coming in a 2-0 league
home win over Charlotte on Sept. 20

Charlotte will head to the second
game of the series in New York on Sat-
urday still searching for its first all-time
playoff regulation win.

The Crown were short-handed in
their fifth attempt at that elusive first
victory on Tuesday, with regular-sea-
son 10-goal scorer Wilfried Zaha serv-
ing a suspension after earning a red
card in the regular-season finale.

New York was the dominant team
before halftime, outshooting Charlotte
8-3 overall and 4-1in efforts on target in
the opening 45 minutes.

After one of several Charlotte turn-
overs in its own half, NYCFC’s Andres
Perea nearly gave the visitors the lead
when his effort struck the crossbar in
the 31st minute.

Three minutes later, Martinez broke
through via a stunning, slaloming indi-
vidual run.

Charlotte’s defensive pressure was
soft as the Costa Rican cut in from the
right and eventually worked his way
into the box.

Even so, his touch was excellent as
he played the ball through the legs of
defender Adilson Malanda’s legs, then
dispatched a cool finish beyond Kristi-
jan Kahlina and inside the far right
post.

Charlotte improved after halftime
but it rarely translated into clear efforts
on Freese’s goal. Ashley Westwood’s
88th-minute header forced only a rou-
tine save from the NYCFC ‘keeper, and
Archie Goodwin missed wide of his
near post from inside the box deep in
second-half stoppage time.

World No. 1 Alcaraz

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Cameron Norrie of Great Britain
came back to stun No. 1seed Carlos Al-
caraz of Spain 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 in the
Round of 32 on Tuesday at the Rolex
Paris Masters.

Alcaraz is the World No. 1, but the re-
sult put a halt to his 17-match winning
streak in ATP Masters 1000 events. He
had previously won the Monte-Carlo
Masters, the Italian Open and the Cin-
cinnati Open this year to go with his tri-
umphs at the French and U.S. Opens.

Norrie, ranked 31st in the world, se-
cured his first win over a No. 1player by
saving 4 of 5 break points and winning
41 of 52 first-service points (78.8%).
The last time Norrie faced Alcaraz — in
the Wimbledon quarterfinals on July 8
— Alcaraz breezed to a 6-2, 6-3, 6-3 tri-
umph.

“Massive. So big for me,” Norrie said.
“Last year, I lost first round of (qualifi-
ers) here. I have just tried to enjoy my
tennis in the second half of the year and
I'was able to do that and to get a win like
this, the biggest of my career, my first
over a World No. 1 and especially
against the most confident player in the
world right now, with Sinner combined.

“I am just so pleased with the way I
did it. I had a lot of chances and had to
keep pushing and going for more and I
was able to stay tough and get the win,
so I am really pleased.”

No. 4 seed Taylor Fritz took care of
Australian qualifier Aleksandar Vukic
7-6 (4), 6-2 in a Round of 32 fixture late
Tuesday. Alcaraz and Fritz were among
the eight seeds who received first-
round byes.

In other Round of 32 matches, No. 5
seed Ben Shelton beat Italy’s Flavio Co-
bolli 7-6 (4), 6-3, and No.12 seed Andrey
Rublev of Russia swept Learner Tien
6-4, 6-4. Shelton and Rublev meet in
the next round.

In the eight matches that closed out
the Round of 64, the lone upset saw
Monaco’s Valentin Vacherot take down
Czech No. 14 seed Jiri Lehecka 6-1, 6-3
in a tidy 54 minutes.

No. 9 seed Felix Auger-Aliassime
avoided a similar fate, rallying past Ar-

Cameron Norrie waves after his
second-round match against Carlos
Alcaraz at the Rolex Paris Masters on
Oct. 28. JULIAN FINNEY/GETTY IMAGES

gentine qualifier Francisco Comesana
6-7 (2), 6-3, 6-3. Russian 11th seed Dani-
il Medvedev beat Spaniard Jaume Mu-
nar 6-1, 6-3, while Spanish 15th seed
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina charged
past Frenchman Valentin Royer 4-6,
6-1, 6-4.

Brazil’s Joao Fonseca, 19, followed up
his title at the Swiss Indoors last week
by rallying past Canadian Denis Shapo-
valov 5-7, 6-4, 6-3.

“In tennis you have to change the
mindset week after week,” Fonseca
said. “I won two days ago and now I am
here playing Paris. [ am very happy to
change the mindset and be ready for
this match. I lost the first set and after I
changed a few things and I am very
happy with the way I was mentally in
this match. I wasn’t playing my best in
the beginning, I felt my hip a bit, but itis
all good, nothing we can’t adjust for the
next round and we keep going.”

Also advancing out of the first round
were Canada’s Gabriel Diallo, France’s
Corentin Moutet and Argentina’s Ca-
milo Ugo Carabelli.
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